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Lord Biſhop of BRISTOL, 
$ Lord PRIVT- SEAL. | 


A N D N $i 


| prexIPOTENTIARY. 


MrYLorvD, 


HAT I bave Addreſsd 
to Tour Lordſhip in a Dedi- 
cation, may by ſome People 
be reckon'd in me a Pizce of Pre- 


A 2 ſumption. 
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umption. And the read 22 
font to blame me — s 
far, 15 their knowing Tour Lord- 
ſhip's Poſt and Character, and at the 
fame Time my great Undeſervings. | 
But though this ſort of Cenſure max 
paſs currant in the common Vogue e 
| i World, yet I am pretty ſenſible 
- that upon a Principle of Roaſon'ss g 
well @s Chriſtianity the Cenſure it 
ſelf lies obnoxious to Exception. For, | 
Gezeroſuy, Charity, Humility, and 
the like, ſhall prompt a Man to Ae- 91 
cept a little Preſent , though it be fo 
from an Inferior. When Goodneſs 
nnd Greatneſs concenter in the ſame Te 
r „or rather, when Goodneſs | mw 
is the main Greatneſs of the ſame ® tt 


Man, (as it hath been in all Men bt 

 wwbo Wwepe ever yet truly Great JL 1 L 

| \the World, or ever ſhall be ſo ) the F 
| Per ſon through the Impulſe of a Be- 


y gn Mature ſhall with Candor and 


Com- i 


Tour 


—— 
. 


ä 
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E DICAT1ON: 


though it be but ſmall and inconſide- 
rable. An Humble Mind and a 


1 Charitable Diſpoſition ſhall move us 
to ſtoop to that ore! an Haug bty 


 Complacency receive the Preſent, 


Spirit vill make us diſcpuntenance 


and diſefleem. And it is in Confi- 
dence of Tour Lordſhip's Charity 


and Humility that I preſume thus to 
Addreſs my ſelf. | 


* 
. 
= 
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My Lord, I can offer Tou not hing 


| greater or better than my due T hanks 


for Tour Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion 
in 8 Leave to Dedicate to 
| dſhip. The Gratitude 
which I owe Tour Lordſhip upon 


this ſcore, and that which I am 


bound to pay Tou together with Tour 
Venerable Chapter of Windſor the 
Reverend Canons my Worthy Pa- 
trons, will never ſuffer me to forget 

ren- 
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my Beſt whenT give my Mite ; and 


/ For, as when ſhe gave what 
45 


DSR 
rendring my Acknowledgments in 
my Capacity both to Tou and Them. 


Aud may theſe Trww Diſcourſes 


v  bumbly Offer, bear 
ſome. Reſemblance to the Poor Pi- 
dow's T wo Mites in the Holy Go- 


be was able, ſhe gave her Be 3 ſo 

J bere, 7 truſt in God. 7 give 
the Almighty, I hope, will graciouſl 
i, 2 
ber Fart hing fel d to a migbiy Ac- 
count in the Approbation of God, 


- 


from the good a | pure Intention of 


her - who offered, and not from the 


Subſtance, the Value of the Thing 


grven : So 1 jo ith all Humble- 


ST ſay. 
| #eſr of Soul; Let that which I now 
| er in a Dedicatory Way, - carr 

Proportion to this Widows be 4 
Vblation both in God's Accep- 


tance 
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tance and in Tours. And this is the 
hearty Prayer of Him who, 


My Loox d, 


Your LORDSHI Þ's 


Moſt Dutiful, moſt Faithful, 
and Humble Servant, 


RoBERT WAKE: 
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- -- - - But Godlineſs is profitable 
unto all T hings, having Promiſe 

| of the Life that now 6, and of 
that which is to come. 


OR the better Explication of the 
Words, it is proper to caſt our 
Eyes upon the whole Text, and 
then it un νοα?τν Bodily exer- 
riſe profiteth little; But Godlineſi b proff- 
table unto all Things, having Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which is tv 
come. 2 2% UNE. eat 
. e in theſe Words which I 
have pitched upon, plainly ſets forth to 
Timothy the great, the main Duty of Life 
which he was to govern himſelf by, and 
that is Godlineſs. And Godlirieſs here 
is to be taken in its utmoſt Latitude and 
Extent. It ſignifies univerſal Honeſty, 
Probity of Manners , and Goodneſs of 
Life and Converſation.” It comprehends 
Integrity of Heart, Rectitude of Will, 
| B and 


The Power, &c. 


and Government of Aſſections, in Op- 
poſition to our mortal Enemies the 
World, Sin, and the Devil. It is that 


Godlineſs which is in. Truth , Sincerity, 


and Reality, in Contradiſtinction to that 
meer "outward Form, Shew, and Page- 
antry by which Hypocrites and World- 
lings mock God, and deceive the World 


and themſelves, 


Tis. true, a Form of Godlineſs there 
muſt be; for it is abſolutely neceſſary 
It 1s Our in- 
diſpenſible Duty to propagate Religion 
and the Service of God, by external Per- 
. formances and outward Proſeſſion. For 
we ought to be communicative in our 
Religion. But we are never more ſo 
than when we ſuffer-it to expand and 
exert it ſelf by outward Actions, and 
Ceremonies, and Deeds, and Geſtures. 
And this is commendable in the Sight of 
| at our 
Hands by God. For by our open Pro- 
 feſſion of Godlineſs, and by our viſible! 
acknowledging Religion, we give a good 3 
Example to others, who by that means 
may be work d upon fo far as to profeſs 


to ſhew the Reality of it. 


God and Man, and js required 


the ſame. 


And as we d profeſs true Religion 
and the Service of God, ſo it behoves 


7 


f Godlmeſs.. 
us, as far as we are able, to propagate 

the ſame to others. Godlineſs is a Light 
that will guide us to Heaven, if we will 
be led by it. But then , we muſt not 

only be, willing to go to Heaven our 
ſelves, but we muſt endeavour by the 
good Example of our viſible Profeſſion 
to draw as many as we can thither. And 
this is the Charity of letting our Light 


Jo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our 


good Works , and glori fy our Father which 
is in Heaven. 

Tis Charity in the main, to a Man's 
ſelf, to be godly in his Life, and holy 
in his Converſation, and upright in his 
Dealings, and Orthodox in his Princi- 
ples ; tor by being fo (provided he con- 
tinues ſo to the utmoſt and laſt 3 
of his Days,) he may be aſſured of 
State of Happineſs hereafter. But by 
his good Example to draw others to the 
ſame bleſſed State, is a Charity over- 
flowing , and ſhall be recorded in the 
Archives of Heaven to the Advance- 
ment, the Addition of his eternal Ho- 
nour. 

So then; Bodily exerciſe doth profit 
ſomewhat , and a great deal too pro- 
vided we make tha due uſe of it as We 


ſhould. 1 * that is, the 


outward 


$I” ᷣ 5+ 5 hg 
Tbe Poe, Nc. 
out ward hodily Exercife:of the true Re. 
7 whether it be that of open Pro- 
ſeſſion in publick Services, or outward 
Auſterities, Faſtings, Macerations, or 
the publick Solemnities of Bowing, 
Kneeling, or Praying With, Hands ex- 
panded, and Eyes litted upyto Heaven, 
or receiving the - bleſſed Sacrament: of 
the Lord's Supper, with the gublick Al 
ſemblies of God's Houſe ., or whatever 
elſe can be nam'd within the Circle of 
eternal Worſhip in the true Service of 
God, will and muſt profit us to a very 
high Degree, when it accompanies the 
internal Acts of our Minds, and goes 
along with our Hearts and Souls. 
But if we do but outwardly Profefs 
and no more; if that be all we ſacrifice 
to God, it will profir us but littie. And 
this, without doubt, muſt be the mean- 
ing of St. Paul, in this Place to Timothy. 
For he doth not by any means forbid bo- 
dily Exerciſe, or bodily Worſhip", out- 
ward Ceremonies , or external Adorati- 
ons, or publick Proſtrations and Addreſ- 
ſes to the Throne of Grace. For, theſe 
Things are natural and univerſal. It is 
natural for all People that love, reve- 
rence and fear MM, to worſhip , fall 
down, and. knee e him. And it is 
22 _ uni- 


of Godlineſs." © 


vuiverſal; for never was there ay Peo- 
or Nation, or Laoguage-of any Re- 
ligion- ſince the beginning of the World, 
but havenal ways ſhewed their Veneration 


for thoſe Deities Which they acknow- 


ledged, by ſome external Worſhip, or o- 
ther. 5 Paul, J ſay, doth — for- 
bid bodily Exerciſe, nor leſſen the Worth 
ol it in any way, but with a Prouiſo; 
and that i is, ben we do but barely pro- 
feſs Religion by ſome out ward Form, 
Shew, or Ceremony, but deny it in our 


Lives and Converſations. This is no- 


elſe but mocking God, and contra- 
dicting our ſelves, and. making our Lives 
be- lye our Creed, and our Practice to run 
quite counter to our Profeſſion. And 
certainly, whilſt any one lives in Con- 
ttariety to the Chriſtian Religion, he 
doth, to all Iatents and Purpoſes, deny 
it as much as if he ſhould publickly and 
ſolemuly renounce his Baptiſm, inſtead 
of the Devil and all his Works. « 

Im ſhort, External Profeſlion of the 
Beſt Religion „and being, a Member of 
the Beſt Church in Chriſtendom, (and 
that, without doubt, is the Church of 
England ;. as by our, Laws eſtabliſhed) 
without a Practice coͤrreſponding to its 

Doctrine, profiteth Ine. But Godlineſs, 
B 3 when 


T he Power, &c. 


when it is true genuine, ſincere, of a 


right Stamp. and riveted into our Hearts | 


and Souls, 7s prifitable unto all things, ha. 


ving promiſe of the life that now , and. | 


of that which is to come. 
From the Words of my Text, I mall 


endeavour to prove this Single pro . y 


tion; (vz.) Godlinets is the Hold | 
profitable to us of any thing in the 


World. And that it is ſo, is plain; be- I 
cauſe it comprehends the Advantages © of 


both Worlds. For, 
Firſt, Godlineſs is evoke unto all | 


Things, having Promiſe of the 


Life that now is. And, 


C + Secondly, Of that which i is to — | 


Firſt, Godlineſs is profitable unto al) 
Things, having Promiſe of the Life chat 
now is. 


There is nothing which more ett. R 


ly and more powerſully captivates the 
Hearts of Men, than Profit or Intereſt. 
Now , take Profit in what Senſe you | 
pleaſe, and you ſhall aſſuredly find, that 
whenever a Man makes that his End, it 
ſhall govern him in all his Actings and 


Proceedings, and be the Spring an and Firſt. 


Mo- 


of Godlineſ . 


* Mover of all his Ways, Deſigns, Pro- 


jets, Imaginations and Contrivances. 
Now, all the Profit, or Advantage, 
or Intereſt (call it what you pleaſe) that 


Z a Man is, or can be capable of, is bat 
of Two Sorts ; namely, Temporal, and 


Eternal: And as he fixeth his Eye upon 
either of theſe, ſo ſhall he himſelf be. 
Tf he ſets his Heart upon the Things of 
this World, conſider d purely and naked- 
ly as ſuch, he will loſe Ground in his 
Rurſuits of Things of greater Value and 
nearer Concern to him. | 

As the Care of this World, or bis Tem- 
poral Intereſt, grows upon him; ſo the 
Care of his Eternal Concern ſhall ſlack- 
en and dwindle away. The Things of 
this World are fo widely diſtant from 
thoſe of the other, that it is impoſſible 
to reconcile them together: Such is 
their Contrariety of Nature, ſuch is their 


Inequality of Worth, ſuch is their Dif- 


ſerence of Extent and Duration, that no- 
thing can ſerve to ſet forth our Folly 
more, than to endeavour at any Agree- 
ment or Reconcilement between them. 
Eaſt and Weſt cannot be more different 
in their Points; Light and Darkneſs can- 


not be more difagreeable in their Na- 


tures ; nor Heaven and Hell more wide- 


54 ly 


1 T he Power, &c. 
ly diſtant, -thro' the Vaſt and Capacious 
Gulph which is eternally fix'd between 
them, than .is our Intereſt of this Life, 
and of that which is to come. The In- 
tereſt of this World is like the Wiſdom 
of it; it is Temporal, Senſual, Deviliſh : 
But that of the other is Eternal, Pure, 
and God-like, . "IM 
So then, you ſee that nothing can more 
difter than the Things of this Life, and 
of that which is to come; and conſe. 
.. quently our Intereſt of them muſt dif- 
r too. For, as the Things are of which 
our Intereſt doth conſiſt, ſuch will our 
Jntereſt be. | 
But as different as theſe Things are 
from each other in their pure, ſimple, 
a and abſtracted Natures, the Apoſtle hath 
in ſome meaſure reconcil'd, by joining 
them together in the Practice of Godli- 
neſs. He ſays, Godlizeſs is profitable un- 
to all things, having E of the Life 
| that naw is, and of that which is to 
come. | 
But People may object and ſay: If the 
Promiſe of the other Life, that is, the 
Promiſe of Eternal Life, and all the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs which attends it be the joyous 
Product of Godlineſs here, what needed 
the Apoſtle to have uſher'd in the Fog 
| 180 — 
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couple it with that of this World? Is 


* >; Us 


of Godlineſs. 
miſe of this Life alſo, whenas the Pro- 
miſe of the other which is to come is ſo 


far ſurmounting ? Is it not a ſort of de- 


preciating the Happineſs of Heaven to 


there any compariſon between them ? 
Is it not ſeemingly needleſs and ſuperflu- 


ous to mention the Promiſe of this Life 


as the Reward of Godlineſs, as well as 
the Promiſe of that which is to come ? 
Doth not the Promiſe of that Life which 
is to come, plainly and in every one's un- 
derſtanding, comprehend all the Profit, 
Advantage, Intereſt, Security, and Satiſ- 
faction which we can poſlibly think of, 
deſire, or expect, and infinitely more: 
Are not the beſt, the moſt ſubſtantial 
Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures to be 
found the other ſide the Grave? Is not 
the Bleſſedneſs of Heaven to be valued 
beyond all the little Comforts, the inter- 
mixt Delights, the fickle, ſhort-liv'd Sa- 


tisſactions of this World > Is not the 


Happineſs of the other Life ten thouſand 
times more to be regarded, and conſe- 
quently to be deſired, than all the Pomps 
and Vanities of this World, and all the 
gaudy Bubbles of it, which are continu- 


ally preſeating themſelves before our 
Eyes, and. deceiving us into Sin, and dri- 


ving 


To this 1 briefly anſwer. Thougli the 


is the degeneracy of our humane Nature, 


T he. Power, &c. 
ving us into Perdition In a word; dofft 
not the'Promiſe of Heaven and heavenly * 
Things fully anſwer the End of Man? 
Or rather, is not Heaven the only End | 
of Man, the only Happineſs which can 
ſatisfy ſuch an immortal Being as the 
Soul f Man:? Why then ſhould the Pro- 


miſe of this Life be urg d by St. Paul as 


a Motive and Inducement to our Godli- 
neſs in conjunction with the Promiſe of 
the other? en en 


other Life comprehends all that is deſſra- 
ble in this, and infinitely more; yet fuch 2 


ſuch the frailty of us Rational Creatures 
whilſt clogg'd with Mortality, that we 
are too apt to be touchd with ſenſible 
Objects, too prone to be govern'd and 
ſway d by Earthly things. Therefore our 
Apoſtle doth here by way of Condeſcen- 
ſion, in ſome ſort, to the weakrteſs of 


our Nature, and groſsneſs of our Senſes 2 


in this mortal State, beſpeak our Godli- 
neſs, with the Promiſe alſo of this Life, 
as well as of that which is to come; 
knowing that this, if any thing, would 
be a likely means to win our Affections, 
and perſwade us to our Duty. Godlineſs 7 
(lays ke) is profitable unto all things. Y 5 
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of Godlmeſs. 
A vertuous and good Life in Faith, and 
Practice is the ſureſt Guide for us to walk 
by whilft we ſojourn in this World; it is 
the beſt Convoy to lead us through all 
the Changes and Chances of this mortal 
Life; it is a true Catholicon, a Sovereign 
Remedy for us at all times, and in all 
ſeaſons, and in all conditions and circum- 
ſtances whatſoever. Godlineſs ſhall be 
profitable for us both in Proſperity and 
Adverſity, in Plenty and in Want, in 
Peace and in War, in Confuſion and Se- 
curity, in Sickneſs and in Health, in Ho- 
nour and Diſgrace, in Life and in Death, 
and in what Condition ſoever we' may 


Let us conſider Proſperity, - and ſee 
what an excellent, what a glorious Guide 
it ſhall be for us. When we are in Pro- 
ſperity, Godlineſs ſhall Teach us to uſe 
it with a juſt Decorum, with a due Me- 
diocrity. It ſhall preſerve us from being 
elevated above meaſure, and from ſet- 
ting our ſelves above our ſelves by flaſny 
Thoughts or vain Imaginations. It ſe- 
cures us from Pride, Oſtentation, and 
Vain Glory; the uſual Sins which attend 
a proſperous State. It profiteth us by 
giving us a right Judgment of Perſons 
and Things; but eſpecially by occaſion. 

[337 | | ing 
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The Potber, &c. 


ing us to have a juſt and due Eſtimate of | 


our ſel ves. 


For, by it we remember that we are 


but Duſt and Aſhes, and Sons of Cor- 
ruption. Every one of us may ſay to Cor- | 


rupt ibn, Thou ur ny Father : To the Worm, 


Tho arty Mother,and my Siſter, Job 17.14. 


And yet notwithſtanding this, our Miſery 
will be found to Conſiſt more in our be- 
ing the Off. ſpring of Sin, and Children 
of Wrath, than our being of Kin to Cor- 
ruption and the Worm, unleſs Godlineſs 
interbepts us and Miſery. The Conſide- 
ration of this thing alone is enough to 
humble us in the moſt proſperous Con- 
dition of this Life, and to hinder us from 
Priding out felves with the Things of it. 
It is this Vertue in its utmoſt Latitude 
and Extent (as I have ſaid) which muſt 
do this mighty Work for us, and bring 
us to this bleſſed. Conſider ation 

He that is truly Godly in this Life 


makes a right uſe of his Worldly Pro- 


ſperity. He makes it ſerve to the Glory 


of God, the Good of his Neighbour, 


and the Good of himſelf. And we know 


(fays: St. Paul) that all things work toge- 


ther” for Good to them that love God, to 
them who are called according to his par- 


poſe, Rom. 8. 28. All things work to. 
22 ates 9 | gether 
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, Codline ſo. 
gether ſor Good to them that love God! 
And conſequently, Proſperity ſhall never 
hurt them. It may bloat others, and 
puff them up, and debauch them; but then 
the reaſon why it doth ſo; is becauſe they 
have not that due Fear of God before 
their Eyes which they ſhould have; 
which if they had, would ſerve to drive 
them into ſober thoughts of. themſelves; 
into a ſerious ſenſe of the Condition 
they are in, and ſhew them the flippery 
ground they ſtand upon. A firm Probi 
ty of Mind, and an habituated Integrity 
will preſerve us againſt the Evils of Pro- 
ſperity, and Dangers of Worldly Great- 
neſs; and the Miſchiefs which may ariſe 
from Affluence and a plentiful Fortune. 
HGodlineſs poiſeth our Spirits, and cures 
that Vertigo, that Giddineſs of the Brain 
2 which is i: ſo apt at every Turn to make 
us forget our ſelves, and what we are, 
and whither we are going. The ſhort 
is, if the Godly Man be in outward. pra- 
ſperity he is ſure to make the beſt uſe of 
that his State and Condition, and make 
© 1t. ſerviceable to thoſe Great and Good 
Ends. which God ordain'd it for. And 
the End of God's giving us Proſperity is, 

that it ſhould increaſe a Stock for our 

Vertue to thrive upon, and make our 


Righteouſneſs 


Righteouſneſs exceed theirs who want the | N 


W 
8 
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\dvantage which we have. : 5 
But, that Godlineſs is profitable to a I 
proſperous State, I ſhall further prove 15 
from the Three valuable Things of this thi 
or at leaſt from the Three Things Dr 


which 125 commonly reputed ſo. And tor 


1. Riches. 2. Honour. 3- Pleaſure. 2 

1, Riches without Godlineſs will aſ- F 
ſuredly prove our Bane and not our uh 
Happineſs. Without this Vertue they he 
will be continually leading us into the of 
Snares, Temptations, and Sins of the 7 * 
World. Tig the want of this Godlineſs | * 
which makes a rich Man a poor Man; 1 450 
that is, though the Man heaps up never 49. 
ſo much Wealth, he hath not the Heart the 
to make uſe of it to any conveniency of 1 
Life. And it is critically true of him | 7h 
what the Wiſe Man ſays in Ecclef. 6. 1, 2. 77 Ju 
There is an Evil which I have ſeen under diff, 
the Sun, and it is common among Men. A 1 
Man to whom God has given Riches, Wealth, ; 2 C 
and Honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for 
bis Soul of all that he defireth, yet God gi- 
vet h him not power to eat thereof, But 4 
Stranger eateth it. This is Vanity and a t 92 
eil Diſeaſe. Tis the want of this God. 1 
lineſs which makes a Rich Man a Lew? ay! 


Man 


% Godlineſs. 


the ; Man; that is, it makes him debauch'd 

buy Extravagancy, Profuſeneſs, and Prodi- 
04 gality; and then he ſpends his Subſtance. 
ove © 


to all the ill Uſes of Life that he can 


this think of. He ſpends it by Gluttony and 


ngS Drunkenneſs, by Chambering and Wan- 
And tonneſs, by Pride and Vanity, by exceſ- 
_ © five Sports and Recreations, and all the 
a2 expenſive Ways and Means that Vice can 
Al- 


prompt him to, or furniſh him with, by 
our which the Fool becomes a Beggar before 
they he is aware, and is brought to a Piece 
rhe of Bread. | 
the But Godlineſs will be a Preſervative 
inels againſt theſe ſore Evils. A Good Man, 
lan; though he be a Rich Man, will guide his 
ever Affairs with diſcretion. And, although 


& 


Jeart Y the Riches of this World lay us open to 
cy of!) the many Temptations of it, yet when 
him That has the Aſcendant over us, even 
q I, 2. * 


* They as dangerous as they are, and as 
under difficult as they have made the Way to 
Heaven for us, ſhall be ſo far from being 
7ealth, > a Clog in our Flight upwards, that they 
ing for 7. ſhall further us in our Journey thither. 
od gi When Wiſdem entreth into our Hearts, and 


| but 4 Knowledge is pleaſant unto our Souls, when 
2 4 Diſcretion ſhall. preſerve us, and Under- 
S God 


+ ſtanding ſhall keep us, who is he that can 


Lewa fay Riches ſhall exclude us the Kingdom 
Man 4 of 


T be Power, . 


of Heaven ? For, albeit many Rich Men ; 
through their manifold Sins, their wicked 


and riotous Courſes have excluded them- 
ſelves ; or'through Covetouſneſs, and a 
Sordid, Baſe, niggardly Spirit have for- 
feited all their Title to that glorious Re- 
gion of Bliſs ; yet with the Vertuous, 
the Righteous, the Conſcientious and 


that it ſhall promote their entring in, and 


cauſe them to travel the rugged and nar- 
row way whick leads to Life with Con- 
fort and Delight. And though our Sa- 


20 


viour hath pronounced it very difficult 


for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom 
of God, by ſaying, it ij eafter for a Camel © 
to go through the Eye of a Needle, yet all 
that our Lord means by the Expreſſion + 
is, that the difficulty of a rich Man's 
attaining Heaven is, when he ſets his 


Godly People of the World it is not ſo. 
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Heart upon his Worldly Riches, puts his wi 


whole Truſt in them, and is entirely de- i 
voted to them. He that doth ſs, muſt 
unavoidably loſe his Way thither ; be- 
cauſe the Love of God and Mammon 
are in their own Nature abſolutely irre- 


concilable. And then, no Wonder if a Ati 


Camel, that bulky and unweildy Beaſt, * 


may : 
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en. may paſs through a narrow Place or (trait 
thing, ſuch as is a Needle's Eye, fooner 
than a Rich Man enter into the Kingdom 
of God. 1 
Z But when Godlineſs is the Rich Man's 
= Paſsport, he goes ſafely on, and in a di- 
rect Way that leads thither, without any 
Impediment. For, what ſhould hinder 
him from arriving at Heaven, when he 
has been ſo Chriſtianly ſubtle, even as to 
make Mammon his Friend. Mammon, 
that curſed Enemy to Mankind, that 
ſerves for nothing more (commonly 
ſpeaking) than to drag us down, and 
ſend us to the Devil! Even this Mam- 
mon, I fay, the Godly Man has manag'd 
with that Dexterity as to ſpiritualize its 
= Uſe, and by that means has travell'd ſafe 
towards his Heavenly Countrey, and at 
laſt arriv'd with Comfort to Immortal 
Glory. A 
> Secondly, Honour without Godlineſs 
4 will prove but an untoward thing. What 
is Honour worth without Religion? Or 
Weather is there any ſuch thing as Ho- 
nour where Religion is not? None, with- 
out doubt. For, Honour is founded up- 
oon Piety , and Righteouſneſs, and Ju- 
Y Mice, and Integrity, &c. The Man of 
eaſt, Honour without theſe virtuous Qualifica- 


- 
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ons, theſe good Endowments, is an egre- © 
gious Piece of Inconſiſtency, a horrid ' 
Reproach tothe very Name. 4 
Let the Men of the World Talk of | 
Honour as much as they pleaſe; let them 
ſwagger and flutter, and look big upon 
it, and value themſelves for it; yet after 
all it is but a falſe, empty Title, that will 
deceive them and work their Ruin, unleſs 
ſupported by Virtue and Religion. They 
may graſp at Worldly Honour, Dignity 
of Place, Height of Station, and Gran. 
deur of Perſonage, and they may (it's 
poſſible) ſucceed in their Aims ; but 
let them know, that the readieſt way to 
preſerve them ſafe and innocent in their 
Height and Glory, is true Godlineſs., 
Tis this which will make a Man exert f 
himſelf in his high Office and Station f 
with Brightneſs and Integrity. He will 
exerciſe his Power, his Office, in due 
Obedience to God's Laws, and the Rules 
of his Holy Goſpel; and will endeavour 
to imitate him in Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs, who is the Standard, the Fountain Wor 
of all Honour. 
He reflects upon the Goodneſs of G0 ; 
who has placed him in ſuch a Station, no f 
- whereby — has given him Power and 
Opportunity in a more peculiar and 1 
| Cl 


f Godlineſs. 


cial manner to be ſerviceable to God, to 
Religion, to his Countrey; and to do 


good in his Generation. And the 
Thoughts of theſe things delight his 
Soul much more than the Dignity it ſelf 
which he is preferr'd to. His Conſcience 
is perpetually puſhing him on to every 
thing which is truly noble, and good, 
and acceptable in the ſight of God and 


Man. Honour is the Thing he is ad- 
vanced to, and it is his Glory not to caſt 
= a Stain upon it. He is continually dif- 
> fuſing his Beams of Light, his Rays of 


Goodneſs to all about him ; to all who 


may be under his Verge, Cognizance, 


and Juriſdiction. 


'Tis his Study, his Buſineſs, his main 
Employ, to be exemplary to all, whether 


they are his Superiors, his Equals, or In- 


ll” feriors in Quality, Ability, Degree and 


Station. He is a Patron and Benefactor 
to Good Men, a Terror and a Scourge 
to the Evil Doers, and a Patern to all, by 


„keeping himſelf unſpotted from the 


eſpe. 


World. No Pride, or Vain, glory, no 
> Tyranny or Cruelty, no Treachery or 
> Hypocriſy, or Glozing, or Falſe Dealing, 
no Encroaching or Circumvention, no 
2 Bribery or Extortion , no Prejudice or 


Partiality ſhall ſully the Character of this 
© 2 my 
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my Man of Honour; but he ſtands firm, 
and juſt, and true to his Principles in all 
Seaſons, and in all Circumſtances; and de 
ax Hem is engraven upon his Fore- thi 
d in lively Characters, to the ſhame lea 
of all whiffling, giddy, double- minded, he 
unſtable Men, by what Name or Title the 
ſoever they are dignified or diſtin- hir 
guiſned. 
Thirdly , Pleaſure without Religion lou 
will be a Thing of deadly Conſequence An 
to any Man, and in the End will work a C 
his Ruin. Pleaſure, like other Things of 1 ture 
Nature, we all know is innocent in it 1 
ſelf: And Reaſon will teach us that it 
may and ought to be uſed by us; but 
then we muſt uſe it in due Time, Place, 
. Circumſtance, Meaſure, and Limits. But 
it is Religion well: grounded, and firmly 
rooted, and habitually fix'd and ſettled in 
the Heart, that ſhall direct us to thoſe * 
Rules. It is Religion that ſets Bounds to 
our Pleaſure : Otherwiſe we ſhould ſoon 
forget our ſelves in the Purſuit of it, Our 
Detires and Inclinations would be apt to cloy' 
range too far, and grow too headſtrong F what 
for us, unleſs held in by Reaſon and Re- prov: 
ligion, And indeed what is there that ſes, ; 
ſhould hinder us from ranging too far! upon 
What is there to reſtrain us from Sous Want: 


„/ Godlieſs. 

beyond our Bounds, beſides our Reaſon 
and Religion? Take away theſe, and Man 
nd doth of courſe ſink into a Brute; or ra- 
re- ther let Man but ſtifle theſe two grand 
me leading Principles by Sin and Vice, and 
ed, © he ſinks below a Brute. For, by ſtifling 
itle theſe Principles, and ſerving Sin, he robs 
un- | himſelf of the beſt part of himſelf; and 


3 when he has ſo done, he is certainly be- 
ion low a Brute by being a worſe Creature. 
ce f And that he is ſo, is plain; becauſe he is 
york a Corruptio optimi. A Creature by Na- 
s of ture the belt ( Angels only excepted ) 
in it in God's Creation. But Sin and Vice 


at it have ſo degenerated him as to rank him 
but even below the Beaſt ; not only by ma- 
lace, king the Pleaſure of this World upon the 
But Level with that which the Beaſt has, but 
rmly alſo by annexing a reflective Miſery, a 
ledin ſtinging Remorſe conſequent thereupon, 
thoſe * which the Beaſt has not. : 
ads to Let the Brute that is purely of God's 
| ſoon making, and not his own, be overcharg'd 
„Our With Surfeiting and Wantonneſs, and 
zpt to | Cloy'd with eating and drinking, or wirh 
ſtrong what ſoever elſe that may be ſuppoſed to 
d Re- | provoke its Appetite and delight its Sen- 
e that ſes, and the Creature feels no Remorſe 
o far! upon it. And how ſhould it? For it 
going Wants that which occaſions it, and that 
be- © TY is 
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is Conſcience. For, where there is no 


Reaſon, there can be no Conſcience; for 
Conſcience is the Reſult of that. And 


if the Brute deſtroys it ſelf through Sen- 
ſaal Pleaſure, yet the Iſſue of all is this: 


The Animal anſwer'd the End of its Crea- 
tion, and livd as God made it ; incapa- 


ble of Reaſoning, and conſequently of 


Virtue, or Vice, orFuturity. It breathed 


and frisk'd it here a while, and ſoon be- 


came annihilated, and was turn'd intoits 
Primitive Nothing. E3 
Bur it would be well if a wicked Va- 


luptuary, a lewd Senſualiſt could be an- 


nihilated with the Beaſt. But his Doom 


is far otherwiſe. A Futurity of Eternal j 


Puniſhment awaits his Miſuſage of theſe 


> poſit 


ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures. The Pleaſures of and i 
Man are ordain'd for the holy Service of lover 


God, by recruiting his Nature, and en- 
livening his Spirits, which otherwiſe 
would ſlacken, grow heavy, and dull, 
and out of Tune ; they would tire and 


languiſh, and make us unfit Inſtruments 


of God's Glory or our own Happineſs. 
But Godlineſs will rightly and truly 
qualify our Worldly Pleaſures, of what 
ſort ſoever they may be; of what Sta- 
tion, Calling, Circumſtance, or Condi- 
tion we our ſelves may be. The Wile 


Man I 


= that 
© Prov 
than 
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4 it naturally Tends to Beggary 


lovetb pleaſure 
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Man as well as the Tgnorant, the Prince 
as well as the Peaſant, the Rich as well 
as the Poor, are all equally concern'd by 
q the Laws of God to make the belt · Uſe 
and Advantage of Worldly Pleaſures, and 


make them their Profit in a Ratipnal, 
4 Chriſtian Way. 

Pleaſure not govern'd by Reaſon and 
Religion ſhall ſoon turn to our Diſadvan- 
tage. Tt carries a Sting in its Tail, and 
J we ſhall feel the Smart of it in the other 

Life, whatever we do in this. Amonęſt 

all the evil Effects ( and it's certain 
1 there are many) of Worldly Pleaſure ſe- 
4 parate from Religion, this is one, (viz.) 
. Tam 
> poſitive the Wife Man doth abſolutely 
and directly tell us ſo. He ſays, He that 
ſhall be a poor man ; he 
4 that loveth wine and oyl ſhall not be rich, 
Prov. 21. 17. But there is a ſorer Evil 
than Beggary, which is the dire Conſe- 
quence attending over- rated Pleaſure, 

and that is Sin. Poverty amongſt all 
the Chances of this Life may be purely 
our Misfortune; but Sin muſt neceſſarily 
be our Choice, and therefore our Fault; 
and if occaſio d by the Pleaſures of this 

World ( the common Bait by which the 

Devil deludes the Souls of Men) it is 
$ C 4 becauſa 
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becauſe hey were hunted with eager 
Purſuit, and violent Paſſion, and proſe- 
cuted without Rule, or Meaſure, or Rea- 
ſon, or Religion, as too oſten is practis d 
| by ſenſual Men, to their Shame, and Ru- 
in, and utter Confuſion. Whereas a due 
Uſe, and a Moderate, Conſcientious Ex- 
erciſe of the ſame, would have Convert- 7 
ed them to. their. Profit, And Godlineſs s 


u atre uuto all things. 


Having already endeavoured to ſhew I 


how advantageous Godlineſs is to us in 0, 


Time of Proſperity, let us change tbe 
Scene, and ſee what will be the Effects 
of it in time of Adverſity. And here 


queſtionleſs we ſhall find it very ſervice- Li 


able. Under the general Term of Ad- 
verſity, I ſhall conlider theſe Particulars, 


( viz.) - 


1. Poverty of Condition. 2. Diſ- 


grace. 3. Corporeal Pain and Miſery. : 

. Worldly Loſſes and Misfortunes. 5. 
Danger. 6. Perſecution. 7. Sickneſs. 
8. Death. | 


1. Godlineſs is profitable for us under 
Poverty of Condition. There is none but 


muſt needs own, that Poverty hath its 
Tem- 


11.1. 
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J tations and Trials as well as Riches. 
= Otherwiſe, Agurs Prayer would have 
been in vain, and to no purpoſe. Some 
do improperly ſtile it Agur's Wiſh ; but 
I éſay it is more than a Wiſh, or a bare, 
empty Deſire. It is a Prayer, a full and 
* comprehenſive Prayer, a ſolemn and a 
glorious Prayer. For, ſays he, Give me 
s neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me with 
Hood convenient for me; leſt I be full and 
deny thee, and ſay who is the Lord : or 
hew leſt J be poor and ſteal, and take the Name 
s in of my God in vain, Prov. 30. 8, 9. A 
the Mediocrity, or Middle State is certainly 
Teas the moſt ſafe. If a Man was left at li- 
re berty to chuſe his own Fortune in this 
Lite, I ſhould think he would, in com- 
mon prudence , chuſe that which is the 
4 Middle Way. He. would have neither 
; Superfluity, nor Scarcity, neither Want, 
not Abundance, but a Competency be- 
tween both Extremes, by which he might 


Dif- | 
ſery. be more at liberty, more ready and able 
= — ſpeaking) to ſerve God in his 


neſs. Generation. Riches will be apt to temp 
As to be profane; and with an high Hand 
and ſtiff Neck to ſpurn at God's Laws, 
inder and with an haughty Spirit to contemn 
e but our Maker, and ſet at naught his holy 
h its Service. Poverty will tempt us to pro- 
„ voke 


us to Lye, Steal, and Forſwear our ſelves 


voke God another way; It will tempt | 


upon occaſion, and to commir One vil- 
lanous Act upon the Neck of another to 
conceal our Wickedneſs. A Crime too 
commonly known amongſt Beggars and 
thoſe of Indigent Fortunes and Low Con- 
dition. Well might honeſt Agur cry un- 
to the Lord in humble Prayer, that He 
would be. pleaſed not to give him Po- 
verty, if he thought fit. Twas his Pro- 
phetick Wiſdom to deprecate Poverty ® 


for fear of the Evils which do ſo fre- 


2 attend it; and it is our Wiſdom i; 
alſo to manage our Poverty with all the 
Religious Caution we are able, leſt we 
are tempted to thoſe Sins which are apt 
to flow from it. But God s Grace is ſuf- 
ſicient for us in this State as well as in 
any other. An Univerſal, Firm, Habi- ſuppe 
tuated Godlineſs, a Godlineſs that is tho- will! 
rough-pac'd, and well rooted, will car- to re 
ry us ſafe through the whole Stage of at lat 
our Lives, let our outward Circumſtan- ment 
ces be never ſo mean and poor. A poor this ! 
Man, by the Grace of God, can and will his L 
be an honeſt Man, in defiance of his dead- and h 
ly Enemies, the World, the Fleſh and and 
the Devil. He will no more venture to Pove 
Lye, or Steal, or Forſwear himſelf for hs eit 
ST 4:;4 any 
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any Worldly Lucre be it more or leſs, 
than he will Yrink Poiſpn, or throw him- 
ſelf into the Flames, or run into a Ca- 
non's Mouth ſpitting Fire. So ipyiolably 
fix'd is he to ſuffer any thing t an com- 
mit a bale thing. | 
Great are the Temptations of the 
World, I'll grant, to which Indigency 
Jof Fortune, Poverty of Condition ſhall 
ſexpoſe a Man; but yet greater is that 
power of God's Grace to prevent him in 
the Crowd of Temptations, which will 
not ſuffer him to be tempted above what he 
is able, but will with the Temptation alſo 
mate a way to eſcape that he may be able to 
ear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. Poverty is no 
Blot to any one's Perſon but when it is 
the effect of Vice. And when it is ſa, 
Godlineſs, ex peſt facto, will aſſuredly 
Jabi- ſupport him under his Condition. It 
tho- will ſhew him his Folly, and ſollicit him 
car- to repent of the Evil of his Doings, and 
e of at laſt bring him to a thorough Amend- 
ſtan- ment of Lite. And when it has wrought 
poor this Bleſſed Effect, the Man goes on in 
| will his Duty with reſpect to God, Himſelf, 
dead- and his Neighbour, with all the Diligence 
and and Delight that may be: Or, if his 
re to Poverty be not of his own creating, but 
t for is either Accidental, or Hereditary, yet 

any Godlineſs 
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Godlineſs ſhall direct him to make the mon 
beſt uſe of it. By it he ſhall demeanWingu 
himſelf humbly and uprightly in ſome here 
honeſt and lawful Employment, and beMeftt , 
ſerviceable in his Generation accordingWawn 
to his Capacity. But if his Poverty be Prace 
the Effect of his Vertue, his Innocence, nd 
his Integrity, &c. (for ſo it is often ſeen Pin, 
and known) it ſhall turn to his Honour, the V 
and his Glory. He ſhall ſhine even in Piſgr 
his Rags with greater Luſtre, Brightneſs, Mean 
and Beauty, than many others who live his A 
in Kings Palaces, and ſtand round their 
Thrones. The Splendor of his Goodneſs? 
doth far ſurpaſs the Splendors of all out. . 
ward Greatneſs, and is more to be va.) 
lued than all the Greatneſs of the World 


2. Let us conſider Dilgrace, and ſee 
how advantageous Godlineſs will be to: 
any one under that Condition. AndFithi 
here I will ſuppoſe the utmoſt ; and thatFenue 
the Diſgrace is purely of his own ma- and V 
king, and is occafion'd by his Sins andWuring 
Vices , of what Sort ſoever they are, ſelf, a 
I will fuppoſe alfo, that it is a direct Con- rom 
ſequence of his Villany, and a juſt Judg-Yo glo 
ment of the Almighty for his Wicked-F But 
neſs and Baſeneſs : Let, if the Man is, tell 
not totally abandon'd of Virtue and com. ect h 
* mon 
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e the T yon Honeſty, if he has not wholly. ex- 
mean Finguiſh'd; the Natural Light within him, 
ſome — may be Room for God's Mercy ſtill 
1d bell elt, — his Rays of; Goodneſs 
rding Hawn upon him. God may ſend his 
ty be Prace into his Heart, NN ſhall rouze 
ence, and wake him out of his deep Sleep of 
ſeen, Sin, and move him to exert himſelf ; in 
nour, he Ways of Virtue and Religion. His 
en in Piſgrace was ſent him by God, as a 


_ eans, it's poſſible, to curb his Pride, 
o live his Ambition, his Avarice, his Rapine, 
theit his Faction, his Treachery, his Partiali- 
zine ty, his Malice, his III- Nature. The Man 


out. vas in great Power once, and fat at the 
xe va. Helm of State; and for ſome time when 
World pe was there, he demeaned himſelf with 


wonderful Decorum ; he behav'd him- 
elf with Wiſdom, Juſtice „Integrity, 
andor, Modeſty and Moderation. But 
ithin a while, thro” the Increaſe of Re- 
d that venues, the Accumulation of Honours, 
n ma-. and Vogue of the Multitude, he, mea- 
15 andWuring himſelf by himſelf, forgets him- 
y are ſelf, and by his din and Folly „ tumbles 
t Con. rom that Height to which he was once 
Judg: o gloriouſly advanc d. 

icked . But what will Religion do in this Caſe > 
Han is tell you: It will cauſe him to recol- 
| com-Wect himſelf, and reflect within his own 


mon - Breaſt. 


d ſee 
be to 
And 


T he Power, &c. 
Breaſt what a Baſe Wretch lie has been 
what 4 Traytor to God and his Coun4 
try; how- villanouſly he has behav'd 
himſelf in the High Station from which 
he fell, and will warn him forthwirh tal 
repent and make Reſtitution to the utmoſ dur c 
of his Power, for all the Fraud, Vio God, 
tence, Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, eithel the « 
publick or private, which he has com are r 
mitted in his Exaltation, And this wil our! 

be the ready way to reſtore him to th- Mu 

' Favour of God, tho he be never re- in of tl 
veſted with the like Honour, Office 

and Dignity any more. Wha 

The fame Reaſon will hold for an Afflie 

one of a private Capacity, who is his E 

Diſgrace. The Nature of the Thing iYOvr 

ſtill the fame. - For, when a Man ha oul 

Juſtly forfeited his Honour, his Prefer! uffe 

ment, his Dignity, his Office, his Goo Flum 

Name, by his Villany, it matters noÞufter 
what Birth, Quality, Order, or Degre ls h. 
he was of, Nothing but Reſtitutioſ nis bl 
' Repentance, and an habituated Cour! Nolor 
of Virtue and Religion for the futur and at 
ſhall beſpeak his Favour in the Court hat ſ 
Heaven, or make him to be loy'd by Goſſh dic 


4 3. 
or! 
in tl 
Trut 
ior 


* 


or Man. 


| 


e Godlineſ. 


een 3. Godlineſs is profitable for us under 
*oun Y Corporeal Pain and Miſery. All Ages 


hay ia the World will evidently confirm this 


vhico Truth. Whatſoever Bodily Pain or Aﬀfli- 
th (tion the Patriarchs and Prophets en- 
tmo \ dur'd 5 by the Permiſſion and Will of 
Vio God, for the Honour of his Holy Name, 
eithe. the Cauſe and Service of Religion, they 

Fare recorded and handed down to us for 


com- 10 
is wil our Example and Admonition, that we 
to the ould bear our heavenly Father's Correction 


re-in df this kind, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe 
lice bim of his gracious Goodneſs to viſit us. 
ZW hatſoever Pain or Miſery , or Bodily 


Ir am Affliction God himſelf did ſuffer thro' 


o is his Human Nature, is written alſo for 


hing ! 
Ian 74 ſhould follow his Bleſſed Steps in all our 


Prefer ufferings „ with Meekneſs, Patience, 
Goo Fumility and Reſignation. His being 
Puffeted, beaten, whipp'd and ſcourg'd ; 


ters not 

Degte tis hard Uſages and weariſome Marches, 

itutiol his bloody Agony in the Garden, and the 
Couri dolorous Conflict which he there endur d. 

future and at laſt his Suffering upon the Croſs in 

-ourt MKthat ſhameful and cruel manner, which 
by Gol: did purely for our Sins, muſt needs 


Pufferings, if we have any Chriſtian Pru- 
God ence, Gratitude, or Courage in us. 
i | How 


pur Learning and Imitation, that we- 


pdmoniſh us of our Duty in our worſt of 
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| golthg and Evangel 


and run thro' with Spears and Lancet, 


The A &c. 


How bravely and magnanimouſly did 
the Old Chriſtian Heroes, the Bleſſed A: The f 
iſts, endure in the Bo. er a 
dy what could by Man be endur d, thro pf Be 
ha Confident Reſpet of a Heavenly Re-Mj;yers 
ward ? No Pain, or Death, could nem 
be ſo cruel and horrible to them , but nd « 
what their Godly Zeal and Chriſtian? ais H 
Courage could =O them joyfully to hy pa 
overlook, and triumphantly to undergo. Hur B 
They meekly and patiently embrac' dy Vere 
Crucifixion , Stoning, Beheading, Flea. Ind u 


ing alive, the being loaded with Darts, Goth 1 
Ws to | 
rather than falſify their Righteous Er- 


of th 


dme | 
rand, or in the leaſt apoſtatize from their ns o 
Lord and Maſter. To be tortured, tionten 
have trial of cruel mockings, to be one tion 
and ſawn aſunder, and ſlain with the ſword ompo 
&c. terrified the Fathers of Old Time, diſlo' 
the Apoſtles, Primitive Chriſtians andRoarin 
Martyrs, no more than a Flea-biting, orgppeaſ; 
Stinging of a Gnat, or a Puſtule in aꝶr Stra 
Finger, or any of the moſt inconfidera-Khat w. 
ble Diſturbances of Nature, in Compa-l it, a h 
riſon of that moſt Horrid and Dreadfulg Patie 
Sin, of Denying their Lord and Saviourk to r. 
Jeſus Chriſt. ill ad 
And as it was a firm and well- rootedihe Aff 
Godlineſs, which buoyed up the Spirits 
4 0 


of Godline fc. 


did bf theſe Champions of God, ſo muſt 
ed A-. he fame adminiſter Comfort. to us un- 
e Bo. er all the moſt Dolorous Circumſtances 
thro pf Body whatſoever. Whether God de- 
7 Re-Mivers us up into the Hands of Mercileſs 
could Fnemies , for our Bodily Chaſtiſement 

but and Correction; or whether he layeth 
iſtian pis Hand upon us, and preſſeth us ſore 
ly to py Pains and Aches in our Limbs, or in 
ergo. Hur Bowels ; or whether he ſends ſome 
rac'dievere Diſtempers to reprove our Folly, 
Flea-· Ind upbraid our Evil-Doings ; yet till 
Darts, ꝓoth Reaſon and Chriſtianity will teach 
ncetꝭ, s to make a Right Uſe of theſe Whol- 
8 Er- dme Medicines, theſe Bleſſed Admoniti- 
their hns of the Lord. Fretfulneſs and Diſ- 
4, tiontent, Peeviſhneſs and a froward Accu- 
ſton ed ſgtion of the Divine Providence, will not 
ſword, ompoſe a Fracture of the Bones, or ſet 
Time, 

s andi 


Roaring, nor Swearing nor Curling, will 
* Ppeaſe the Gout, or Stone, or Cholick, 
e in aßr Strangury , or any other Diſtemper 
idera-|f pat we can name, But an Humble Spi- 
:mpa-fit, a Reſigned Will, a Meek Heart, and 
eadfuly [Patient Diſpoſition of Mind, ſhall teach 
wiourßz to reap Good out of this Evil , and 
ill adminiſter Health to our Souls by 
rootediie Afflictions of our Bodies. 


Spirits 
0 


D Tdoubt 


diſlocated Joynt. Neither Raging, nor 
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I doubt not, but many Thouſands? 
of Men in the World have juſt Cauſe to 
give God Thanks in an eſpecial manner 


for their broken Limbs , unhealthy Bo. Ju 
dies, and infirm Conſtitutions, Sc. And the 
they may cry out with Holy David; Be.” ry. 
fore I was afflicted I went aftray. ti 5 i 

good for me that I have been offlifted. |? 7 


daes, O Lord, that thy judgments are right? h 
and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt affliete 1 dnn 
me. Pſal. 119. Ver. 67, 71, 75. J 

In ſhort, Corporeal Pain and Miſen 
will, upon Principles of Philoſophy an 
Chriſtianity, adminiſter Health and Com 
fort to our better Part; and the Ruins 
the Body ſhall occaſion the Sublimati 
of the Soul. A Vigorous Health, an Per 
an Athletick Conſtitution, will be to 


apt to take us off from the Thoughts 4 3 
our Mortality, and the Conſideration 555 
our Latter End. They will tempt us on! 
ſet an Over-Value upon theſe our Bod * 2 
of Clay, our poor Earthly Tabernacle e 
Therefore God, in Juſtice and Mercy E 
| us, corrects our Dotage and Fondneſs A 0 
© theſe Things, by ſending us Corroſiifl = I 
' to exerciſe our Virtue upon, and to pr T 
| our Patience by Pious and Religious I of © 
N flections. 1 
| think 
| lent | 


4+ Gt 


I of Godlineſs 5 
and 
mo to 4. Godlineſs is profitable for us under 
1202 our Worldly Loſſes and Misfortunes. In 
the main nothing in this Life can profit 
us, but true Godlineſs. For, ſet aſide 
this amongſt all the Caſualties of this 


do, neither can we bear or ſuffer any 
thing as we ſhould do. Without a true 
2 Senſe of Religion, and the Fear of God 
a plentiful Fortune ſhall entangle us, and 
Ju: be continually drawing and betray ing us 
dre into Sin; and a low Fortune ſhall be as 
- "gp T perpetually ſinking us into Diſcontent 
_ and Deſpair ; as too oft it is ſeen in 
, Earth- Worms, Niggards, Worldlings. The 
ugnts . Loſs of Goods and Chattels, Honour, 
ation Dignity and Preferment, the Miſcarriages 
pt 00 of near Relations, the Death of Dear 
* 1 Friends, and the like, have ſo over- 
ernacle whelm'd ſome Earthly-minded People 
2 with Grief and Perplexity of Soul, as 
1dne 0 totally to bereave them of their Senſes, 
orroluß and drive them to their Wits End. 
to pra Thro' outward Loſſes and Misfortunes 
gious M of ſome kind or other, have ſome Un- 
thinking Diſcontented Wretches laid vio- 
lent Hands upon themſelves, and have 
D 2 be- 


4+ Gl 


World, and we become the moſt miſe- - 
. , rable of all Creatures in it. Without 
this, we can poſſeſs nothing as we ſhould. 
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betook themſelves to the Dagger, or the 
Halter, the Water, or the Precipice, or 
ſome other barbarous , unwarrantable x 
Means, by which they have been their! 
own Executioners, to rid themſelves out 
of the World. By a peeviſh and ſullen 
Diſcontent they have become Frantick, 
they have turn d Lunaticks, and at laſt 
have brought themſelves to their untime. r /» 
ly Graves: Whenas a true Senſe of Re. BY 
ligion would aſſuredly have taught them | 2 
better Things, than running the Riſque? pf N. 
of Damning their Souls for a Trifle , 1% 
little Pelf, a Piece of Dirt. It would! 
have prompted them wholly to have 
rely'd upon God's Holy Providence in? 
all Conditions and Circumſtances what. Fos 
ſoever. And, what I wonder can be hen 
| accounted for, the ſtupendious Folly Pon 
theſe Execrable Wretches, unlefs that? leſſer 
thro' the Over-rated Cares of theſeWorld-? ill be 
ly Things, they were firſt abandon'd o 
God, and of all Senſe of Religion and 
Goodneſs, before they were depriv'd ol 
their Earthly Subſtance, or their Rela- 
tives, or any thing elſe that lay next theit? 
Hearts. , 
Had they been endow'd with a tolera 
ble Share of Chriſtianity, a. World|) 
Loſs would have been ſo far from tempt 
ing 


of Godlmeſs. 


r the 
e, Or! ; 


table Bod than before. They would have 
their Fonlider'd, that to depend upon any thing 
s out in this Life, beſides that which may 
fallen bring us to a better, is but 7ru/ting in 
ntick, The. aff of a broken reed, which may pierce 


it laſt to our Hands, if we lean upon it, but will 
time. f ſapport ws. | | 

f Re. But we will fay of the Things of Re- 
them Þgion, as Philoſophers ſpeak of the Things 
pf Nature: Quicquid recipitur, recipitur 


Niſque 3 
je, %% modum recipientis. The Sun, for In- 
would Tance, by its hot Beams of Light, ſhall 
have often Wax, but it ſhall harden Clay. 
ice in And fo J ſay, a Religious and Godly Man 
What. grows more Religious and Godly ſtill, 
an be hen God ſends his Rod of Affliction 
ly de pon him. For he conſiders to what a 
- tha Pleſſed End it is ſent him; and what 
Vorld. ill be the Happy Exit of his ſubmiſſive, 
und ol Patient Receiving the ſame. But the 
Jn and Farth-Worm, the Worldling, who truſts 
ivd cin his Subſtance , and not in his Maker, 
Rela Frows ſullen and fretful, and diſcontent- 
t then kd at God's Viſitations. He ſpurns at 

Pod, and raves, and ichs againſt the 
ricks ; and, in the Upſhot, runs the Ha- 
ard of Loſing his own Soul ; not for 
he Gain of the whole World, I confeſs ; 


D 3 bur 


tolera- 
'orldl; 
tempt 

10g 


ng them to loſe themſelves too, that it 
ould rather make them draw nearer to 
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it. 


and Reſignation under Loſſes and Miſ. 
fortunes, in the Holy 
Goods, his Cattel, his Servants, his Chil- ply' 
ligic 
* the( 
little 
2 wha 


dren ; and yet upon the mournful Ti- 


dings of the ſame, he behaved not him. 
ſelf unſeemly. For it is ſaid, Then Fob. 
aroſe, and rent his mantle, and ſhaved hu 
head,and fell down upon the ground and wor. 
ſhipped ; and ſaid, Naked came I out of m) 
mother's womb , and naked ſhall I return 
thither : The Lord gave, and the Lord hath? 
taken away; bleſſed be the Name of thi" 
Lord. In all this Job ſinned not, (that is 
among all the ſudden and unexpected E 
vils which he receiv'd, he ſinned not |: 


nor charged God fooliſhly. 


And this Submitting of the Holy 7% 
to the Hand of God, under his Afflicti 1 
on and unſpeakable Loſſes, is a Goo! 
Leſſon for us all to learn: And the Word 
of our Saviour, ſpoke upon another Oo 
caſion, may be fitly applied to every in 
dividual Chriſtian in the World; (wiz 
(Go, and do thou likewiſe, Luke 19. 37. 


1 


5. Go 


but for a- little inconſiderable Loſs in 
We have a Noble Example of Patience 4 


Job. He loſt his I Hor 


N. 
time 


the 


any 


7 
f. 1 l 
4 


5 


ience 


2n Fob 


ved hy whatſoever. It is eaſy, Tl grant, for 
any 
of m 
return F 
d hath 
of tht 1 
hat is 
ted E 
not ) { 


d wor- 


ly Fol 
\fflict: 2 
Goo? 


Word more than we are commonly aware of. 


er Oe It comprehends a juſt Boldneſs of Spirit, 


ery in 


time of Danger. 


Miſ. the greater the Danger, the greater the 


ſt his Honour. 
Chil- ply'd to the Standard of Reaſon and Re- 


I Ti- Fligion, but no otherwiſe. 


him. theſe are wanting a Man will have but 


e Godlineſs. 
5. Godlineſs is profitable for us in 
It is a common faying, 
And it is true, if rightly ap- 


But where 


little heart to encounter any Conflict 


one to run into Danger ; for, ſo 
fool-hardy Wretches commonly do; and 
there's a poſſibility for them to eſcape 
too. But if they do, they muſt thank 
their Fortune, and not their Foreſight; 


their eſcaping is owing to Chance and not 


their Wiſdom. 
For, to encounter Danger of any ſort 


upon a good Principle, a ſound Bottom, 


( v12 | 
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E God 


a rational Hope, or a religious Confidence, 
is no eaſy matter. 


true Magnanimity, which comprehends 


a Sound and Right Judgment, a Preſence 
of Thought, and a ſtanding Ability of 
Mind iſcerg Perſons and Things, and 
Seaſons, and Circumſtances, whereby 
we may be able to 


Worldly Dangers like faithful Soldiers of 
Chriſt's 


D 4 


To do this requires 


grapple with our. 
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dom to avoid them when we are not 
able to withſtand them. For there may 


When all is ſaid, bare Reaſon is not ſuffi- 


T be Power, &c. 
Chriſt's Banner; or, at leaſt by our Wi. | 


be a Time to Flee, as well as a Time to 
Fight. | | 

Bare Reaſon, I will grant, will go a Igo; 
great way to direct us in this Affair; but 


cient ; and it muſt be a true Chriſtian ? 
Spirit that muſt be our main Guide and 
Support in all our hazardous and dange- 
rous Explotts. 

I need not call to my aſſiſtance the ? 
great Things which Holy Men heretofore * 
actuated by an extraordinary and mira- 
culous Impulſe of the Spirit of God, 
have done in time of Danger. But my 
Buſineſs at preſent is to ſhew how we in 
our different Capacities may, by the Or- 
dinary Meaſures of God's Grace, quit 
our ſelves like Men whenſoever Diffi. 
culties and Dangers ſhall beſet us. There 
is no Danger that can happen but what 
a Religious, and a Good Man may ra- All | 
tionally be ſuppoſed to undergo with bet- gem: 
ter ſucceſs than any other Man For, cted 
his Vertue, his Innocence, hisgRighte- Eme 
ouſneſs ſhall keep him within compaſs of Abo 
Pu'y ; and let what will be the iſſue of ry. 
the Dangers themſelves that do ſurround i kno\ 

| | him, 


\ 


Wif- | 
not 
may | 
ie to 
Righteouſneſs I hold faſt and will not let it 
go a 
Ras I live, Job 27. 5, 6. A molt excel- 
ſuffi- 3 
ſtian we would put on the ſame too, were we 
not wanting to ourſelves. 
ange- 


but 


> and 


> the may reaſonably ſuppoſe him to be void 
ofore 
mira- 


God, 


t my 
we in 


> Or- 


y ra- 
For, 


aſs of 


Jue of | 


round 
him, 


2a perilous Juncture. 
2dom of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
He wants that Wiſdom which is from 

quit 
Diffi. 
— to be intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, 
Wnat 


of Gedlineſs. 


him, the Upſhot will be this ; They 
ould not rob him of his' Hanour, or 
is Innocence: Till I die (ſays Fob) I 


will not remove my Integrity from me, my 
go; my Heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long 
lent Reſolution of the Good Man ! And 

The ſhort is, let but any Man be ſup- 
poſed to be void of Religion, and we 
of Underſtanding too. He wants the 
main Wiſdom ; he wants that Wiſdom 


which ſhould be his Stay and Support in 
He wants the Wil- 


above, as St. James expreſſeth it, and is 
rſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 


without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. 


All the Schemes, Projects, and Strata- 


h bet- gems which wicked Politicians have Ere- 
cted to themſelves upon a dangerous 


ghte- þ 


Emergency, have moſt commonly proved 
Abortive, and have wrought no Delive- 
ry.. They have ſeldom or never been 
known to anſwer their Ends or Expecta- 

tions, 
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that which will appeaſe God, and may 


T be Power, &c. 
tions, to the extricating them out of the 
Troubles they have been encompaſſed 
with; and the Reaſon is, Wicked Poli. 
ticians truſt -altogether to their own Un. 
derſtanding, Wit, Judgment, and Cun.| 

ning, and leave. God out of all their 


Thoughts and Actings. And in this the? 
Religious Man has the advantage of the 


drove 


there 
C bf th 


Stateſman ; For, the Religious Man makes f 


God his Support. He applies himſelf to 


ſerve to turn away the Evil, and that is 
Prayer ; but the Stateſman truſts to that 
which will provoke God, and will at lat 
aſſuredly deceive him, and that is his own. 
Wiſdom.. | 
When good King David was in trouble 
on all $549 and his Enemies did ſo ſur-J i 
round and encompaſs him on every fide" 
that he ſcarce knew where to turn him- 
ſelf, or what to do; he did not ſnatch?! 
up his Bow or his Spear, or any of his : 
Weapons of War preſently, but he be. 
took himſelf to that which was mor: 
powerful, and more prevalent with God, 
and that was Prayer. It was this Spiri 
tual Armour which he truſted to mot 
than any thing elſe, as we find throug 
the whole courſe of his Pſalms. I nee 
not, I ſuppoſe, heap Text upon Text t. 
pro 


of Godlmeſs. 
f the prove a Thing ſo very evident in it ſelf; 
aſſed therefore, I ſhall give you a Taſte only 
Poli. Jof this Man's Courage in time of Dan- 
1 Un. ger and Adverſity, through the power of 
Cun-Fhis Godlineſs. The Lord is my Light and 
their Salvation (ſays he) whom ſhall I fear > 
lis the The Lord is the Strength of my Life, of 
of the Ywhom ſhall I be afraid > Though an Hoſt 
nakesY ſhould encamp againſt me, my Heart ſhall 
elf to not fear; though War ſhould riſe againſt 


1 may me, in this will J be confident, Pal. 27. 


hat h And again, The Lord is on my Side, I will 
o that mot fear : What can Man do unto me 2? The 
at la Lord taketh my part with them that help 
is OWN A me. cre ſhall I ſee my defire upon 
them that hate me. It is better to truſt in 
roublt the Lord than to put confidence in Man. It 
ſo ſur} better to truſt in the Lord than to put 
y ſide confidence in Princes, All Nations compaſſed 
him. me about : but in the Name of the Lord will 
ſnatch / deſtroy them, &c. Pſal. 118, Once more, f 
of his it had not been the Lord who had been on 
he be. our fide, when Men roſe up againſt us, then 
mom they had ſwallowed us up quick, when their 
h God, 
Spiri 
> morg 


What do theſe, and many other fla- 
grant Paſſages, all along in the Pſalms 


1rouglh of David, ſerve for more, than to teach 
I nee} us to call upon God by hearty Prayer, 

[ext ti and pious Ejaculations ; and, by uſing 
pro c 


all 


Wrath was kindled againſt us, &c. Pſal. 1 24. 
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all lawful Means to free our ſelves from 
our Straits and Difficulties, ſtill to truſt 
in the Lord and Him only for our Deli- 
very 2 And that is true, what Caſtellio in 
his Edition of Thomas 2 XKempis De Chriſto e piri 
imitando, &c. ſays, Jam vero ft in omni Caſu rad 
non rei Speciei inheſeris, neq; carnali Oculo The 
viſa auditave luſtraveris, ſed in quaque re ¶ Arm 
protinus in Tabernaculum ad Conſulendum likely 
Dominum cum Moyſe intraveris, audies non- ad 
nunquam divinum reſponſum, deque multi) kel) 
tum præſentibus, tum futuris doctus redibit. Are à 
Semper enim Moyſes ad Tabernaculum ſe . nd \ 
recepit in dubiis & queſtionibus ſolvendis, tion 
confugitque ad precationis opem ad pericula God 
Hominumgue improbitatem propulſandum. Sic brougp 
& tu in Cordis tui penetrale debes confugere, yr 
divinam open intentilis implorando. Nam hall 
proptered deceptos a Gabaonitis Jeſaum cæ- Nay b 
teroſque Iſraelitas fuiſſe memoriæ proditum and u 
extat,quod Dominum non prius conſuluer ante and b 
ſed dulcedini verborum creduli pietatis, ſpecie y Ge 
deluſi ſunt. \- awe h: 

When National Dangers approach us, |} In 
it is Godlineſs that ſhall ſend us to the Reapae: 
Holy Sanctuary; there to implore God's leq, ; 
gracious Goodneſs and Mercy, either to medy 
remove the Evils we lye under, or fo far Dang: 
to endue us with his Grace as that we Ithe C 


may with Patience and Submiſſive Chear- BHouſe 
fulneſs 


) ulne 
a dai 
hrea 
can 


1 
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fulneſs be able to bear the ſame. When 
a dark Cloud hangs over our Heads, and 
hreatens Ruin and Devaſtation, what 
can ſtand us in ſo much ſtead as the true 
| Spirit of Religion, and the habituated 
' Caſu practice of Righteouſreſs and Holineſs ? 
OculoFThe Prayers of cur Church are the beſt 
e ve ¶ Armour to repel our Fears, and the moſt 


from 
truſt 
Deli- 
[zo in 


hriſto 


ndum likely means to avert God's Judgments. 
non And theſe Prayers of ours are never more 
nult „ Yikely to prove ſucceſsful than when they 
dibis. are accompanied with Weeping, Faſting, 
m ſe and Mourning, and the utmoſt Humilia- 
endis, tion of Soul. Tis then we hope that 


1 0 od will ſpare us, and not ſuffer us to be 
n. Sic 


c brought to confuſion. Tis Godlineſs in 
ugere, Sour perſonal and private Capacities that 

Nam Shall move us to enter into our Cloſets 
n cz- day by day, and there with bended Knees 
ditum and up-lifted Hearts make us to confeſs 
unte and bewail our manifold Sins to Almigh- 
ſpecie Fry God, and deprecate his Wrath which 
we have ſo juſtly deſerved. 


ch us, In a word, take true Godlineſs in what 

to the capacity you will, and find it where you 

ek can, and it is queſtionleſs the ſureſt re- 
er to 


medy of any thing in the World againſt 
Dangers. Find it in the Temple, or in 
the Cloſet; find it in the Field, or in the 
Houſe ; find it in the City, or in the Vil- 

; lage ; 


ſo far 
at we 
hear- 
ulneſs 


- 
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lage; find it in the Palace, or in the Cot: 


tage ; find it cloathed with Purple, « 


with Rags; find it in the Scholar, or it 


the Soldier; find it in the Stateſman, © 


in the Peaſant ; find it in the Shop, or it 
the Hall ; find it with the Tgnorant, « 
with the Wiſe ; yet till it is the fame i 


Nature, Power, and Efficacy ; and wi 
carry us ſafe through the Waves of thi 
troubleſome World, and ſuccour us u 
der all our Calamities and Diſtreſſes. T. 


this which will ſtrengthen our Weakneſ 
in our Spiritual Combats againſt Sin an 


the Devil. Tis this which will buoy u 


our Spirits through all the tempeſtuoy 
Voyage of this our great and wide Se: 
wherein are Dangers innumerable, and i 
which the faithleſs and ungodly are dail 
caſt away. 

6. Godlineſs is profitable for us in tim 
of Perſecution. There's nothing in t 
World which beſpeaks a Chriſtian mo 
than the fiery Trial of Perſecution. N- 
thing is more terrible, I confeſs, to Fle( 
and Blood than this ; and yet as terrib 


as it is, it is of moſt excellent Uſe to u 


if we bear it with that Chriſtian Spiri 


which is required of us. The Son 


God, who gave us ſuch a noble Examp 
of Suffering Perſecution, has _— 
e 


Bleſ 
with 
teou 
ſhall 
Our 
perſe 
# th 
in h 

T 
ract 
neſs 
and 
whic 
tions 
us B 
muſt 
the b 
ſolut 
it ſel 
neſs 
give 
nour 
one \ 
and } 
Whe 
Perſe 
and t 
threr 
ſedne 
ſide ; 
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Þ Bleſſedneſs upon it. But he has done it 
with a Proviſo. It muſt be for our Righ- 
teoufneſs ſake as his was, otherwiſe we 
E ſhall come ſhort of being rewarded for 
our Sufferings. Bleſſed are they which are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake : for theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, ſays our Lord 
in his Sermon on the Mount. / 
To be barely Perſecuted is no Cha- 
racteriſtick of a Chriſtian; it is the Good- 
'Þ neſs of our Cauſe for which we ſuffer, 
and the Uprightneſs of our Perſons by 
which we mantully endure our Perſecu- 
tions as we ſhould do, that muſt proclaim 
Ius Bleſſed. It is our Righteouſneſs that 
muſt Conſecrate our Sufferings. And as 
the being barely Perſecuted doth not ab- 
J ſolutely, unconditionally, and purely in 
it ſelf give us any Claim to the Happi- 
neſs of the Reward ; ſo neither doth it 
give us any Title to the Glory, the Ho- 
nour of the Saint. And this is plain. For, 
one wicked Man may perſecute another; 
and if ſo, what becomes of the Reward ? 
When the Perſecutor is a Villain, and the 
Perſecuted is no better ; When the Agent 
Jie toi and the Patient are near of Kin, and Bre- 
7 thren in Iniquity, then it is that the Bleſ- 


xamp 
ampt 
Ble 


terrib 


ſide; and our Sufferings in this World 
22 | may 


ſedneſs fails of courſe on the Patient's 
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may be but the curſed Anticipation of out the 

Sufferings in the next. _ 3 recO 
But T will endeavour to lay my ſelf Ann 
more plain and open yet; and that ſhall % 
be in point of Martyrdom. We all know, 
that they who die Martyrs for the Cauſe 3 
of God and Religion, die Saints; and 
they who die Saints, die happily and glo- 
riouſly, and their Deaths are precious in 25; 
the ſight of God and all good Men. And 
for theſe People departed this Life in the 
true Faith and Fear, we do in a more eſpe- 
cial and peculiar manner Bleſs God's holy 
Name, as we are taught in our Liturgy. Pe. 

But what it is that makes a Martyr, * 

many People in the World are yet to ſeek, $ 
and at a ſtand to know. And this is true: 
otherwiſe, ſuch grand Hypocrites, Cheats, 
and Impoſtors, which we daily read of, 

that have ſullenly ſuffer'd Death in de- 
fence of Atheiſm, or Blaſphemy, or He- 
reſy, or Rebellion, or ſome other damna- 
ble Cauſe, could not have deluded ſuch th 
Multitudes of Men and Women as they F* 
have. Had not People been abandon'd : 
of Reaſon as well as the Grace of God, F. 
Hereſiarchs of all Kinds would never have F 
been Canoniz'd, nor Schiſmaticks dubb'd F 
Saints, nor Atheiſts proclaim'd Patriots, 
nor Rebels characteriz'd the . 1 
9 the 75 


þ of Godlineſs. 


our the Darlings of Heaven, &c. as we find 
recorded in our common Hiſtories and 

ſelf Annals, to the aſtoniſhment of our Reaſon, 

mal! and the ſhame of our Chriſtianity. 

ow, For, Put the Caſe a Man ſets up for a 


auſe ſevere Religioniſt, and is a Saint only in 


ang Form, Shew, and Outſide, and continues 
glo- ſo his whole Life, and even at his Death 
is in zs ſo reſolute, as even to Perſonate the 
And Martyr ; that is, he embraceth a wrong 
| the Religion, (or, it's poſſible is of no Re- 
ſpe- Sion, for there have been many ſuch 
holy danctified Cheats in the World, and may 


de ſo to this day) and adheres to baſe 


n Principles; to Principles that have caſt a 
ſeek, Flur upon God Himſelf, and have deba- 
rue; ed him in his Eſſence, his Nature, his 


eats, * lory, his Attributes ; to Principles that 
d of Hall bring a Scandal upon the Chriſtian 
48 he Fes and all that is good and ſacred. 


He. Theſe Principles he proudly and ſtiffly 
mna- Maintains; he divulges and propagates 
ſuch them with the utmoſt Vigour, Rancour, 
they and Dexterity that may be ; and by ſo 
Jon's doing he poiſons People in their Manners 
God, 1d Religion, and brings them over to 
have! imſelf. And whatſoever his wicked Te- 
ubb'd cs are, whether they are Atheiſtical, 
riots, if eretical, or Schiſmatical, or whatever 
rites, le ; or, to whatſoever vile Practices of 
the | E Life 


Po” 
"+ 
* 
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Life they have led him, ſuch as Faction, 
Murder, Rebellion, c. he obſtinately 
perſiſts in them; and by a ſullen, unto- 
ward Reſolution of maintaining and exe. 
cuting the ſame, he forfeits his Life to e 
Supreme Magiſtrate, and dies inflexibiy 
in his Error, to the great Deluſion of ma. 
ny ignorant, unſtable Souls, and their ut. 
ter Ruin. Now, I ſay, that tho' through ; 
his demure Carriage, his plauſible Cour. 
teſy, his ſevere Sobriety, and his hypo 
critical Harangues, he bewitch'd the gid\# 
dy Multitude ſo far, as to make his Death 
(forſooth) ſeem precious in their Sight! 
yet let the truly righteous, ſober, and ju 
dicious Men of the World be allowed t! 
give their Verdict of ſuch a Man's Exit 
his State, and Condition he died in; and 
in the upſhot, their Opinion muſt be, tha I 
he died a Fool, and not a Martyr. Sud 
4 Wretch died a miſerable Death, G 
knows ; but he cannot be ſaid to ſuffe r 
either Martyrdom, or Perſecution. Ma 
tyrdom he did not ſuffer ; for he died 
a wicked Cauſe, upon vile Principles 
and upon a falſe Bottom. Neither did h: 
ſuffer Perſecution, becauſe he ſuffer*'d cor 
dignly, juſily, and deſervedly. He die . 
a Malefactor, and not a Martyr; and col 
ſequently cannot be ſa d to be Perſecute ©: 
Ther 


"4 


; of Godlineſs. 
Therefore, when I fay that Godlineſs is 
profitable for us in time of Perſecution, 
my meaning is, that it is profitable for 
us to all Intents and Purpoſes, becauſe 


ion, 
tely 3 
nto-® 
exe 


om it moves us to raiſe our Spirits, exert 
2 79 our Courage, Patience, Conſtancy, and 
; a Reſolution by the great and glorious Ex- 
uy amples of all thoſe Holy People who 
oug have went before us, and have ſhewed 
pol us the way that leads to Heaven and 


= Happineſs. | 

And what though the Way is Rugged, 
and Thorny, and Narrow which leads 
Sight“ thither! yet in this we are happy; it 
nd ju ies direct before our Eyes, and we can- 
ved te not miſs it, provided we have the Heart 
Ex! and Courage to follow our Guides, and 
"Ftread in their Bleſſed Steps, and are wil- 
De, Fling to feel the ſmart before we reap the 
uc Fruits of all our Labours, and to ſuffer 
n, Ge a ſhort- livd Shame and Miſery in this 
Life before that we enjoy Eternal Glory. 

. Nin # Godlineſs is profitable for us in time of 
died! perſecution, to ſhew us the great and 
Sunſpeakable Goodneſs of God in provi- 
ing for, and beſtowing ſuch Tmmenſe 
" Wenefits upon us as the Joys of Eternity, 
"Wor the poor inconſiderable Services 
Which we do Him in this World. And 
Pf all the Services which we can do Him, 
E 2 none 
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none can ſtand us in more ſtead than our ſhal 
Living to God and Dying for Him; than nh 
our Suffering Death for the Cauſe of our 
Faith, and bearing Witneſs to the Truth „ 
to the utmoſt and laſt Drop of our 
Blood. . 
The view of Immortality. and the Pro. 
ſpect of Bleſſings Everlaſting, will (if g. 
any thing) make us ſurmount all the 
Dangers and Miſeries which we can be 
harraſs'd with here, and enable us, like 
true Chriſtians, and Sons of the Redemp. 
tion, ſo to live in this World as People 
that belong'd to a better. | 
But it is Godlineſs alone that ſhall be 
able to Adminiſter ſuch ſtrong and migh-? 
ty Cordials to us under our fiery Tryals,7 
and ſo ply us with the Bleſſed Conſola Thur 
tions from above, as to make us over Write 
look our Sufferings whilſt we are in eag ho 7 
purſuit of the Eternal Weight of Glory uchi 
For, tell me, ye Men of Morals, tell m pro 
what it is that keeps up a Man's Spirit the P 
under exquiſite Torments and Fiery Per Godlir 
ſecutions, but an habituated Holineſs, !Femar] 
good Conſcierice, and an inflexible Inte gle in 
grity > By theſe excellent 1 to 


our Hope ſhall be well ſtrengthen d, ou Fhurc 

Faith ſhall be lively and active, our Ve fand t 

tue ſhall be unmoveable, and our ** the 
a" 
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Our q ſhall be ſecure of that Crown of Glory 


than which God hath promiſed to all thoſe 

our who have fought the good Fight, and f- 
ruth iſhed their Courſe, and run with Patience 
our the Race that is ſet before them. 


I could expatiate upon this Noble and 
ublime Subject, and ſhew how coura- 
ouſly Primitive Champions have, un- 
er all their ſad Tryals, quitted them- 
elves through their invincible Armour of 


Pro- 
U (if 
| the 
an be 
„ like 
demp. ſmproper to turn a Practical Diſcourſe 
eople into an Hiſtory, Therefore, if any one 
pill know their glorious Conduct and 


all behaviour, under their Perſecutions of 
migh-Farious Kinds, let him have recourſe to 
[ryals he Greek and Latin Fathers of our 
onſola Church, and to the Ancient, Primitive 


s over. Writers, and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, 
1 cage! ho are very full, large, and copious as 
Glor). tuching this Subject. 

tell m From what has been ſaid concerning 
Spirit the Power, Prevalency, and Profit of 
ry Pet:Godlineſs in time of Perſecution, I ſhall 
ineſs, 'Femark this, (viz.) That of all the Peo- 
le . in the World, who may be deem'd 
mente it to prove themſelves True Sons of the 


1d, o Church Militant here on Earth, and to 
zur VelRand their Ground, and endure the Shock 
ir ſelvet the Time of God's ſore Viſitations, 

bah E 3 by 
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by Manfully fighting under Chriſt's Banner, | 7 
againſt Sin, the World, and the Devil, ani 4 
continuing his faithful Soldiers unto their 
Lives end, TWo Sorts of People are the gn; 
moſt unfit, the moſt unlikely; and they 
are the Coward, and the Woridling. bk 
Our Chriſtian State is called in Holy % 
Scripture a Warfare; and we are Sold 
ers in this Warfare; but, as we are Sol. 
diers, I am poſitive we ought not to lack 
Courage: For indeed a Coward is not 
fit to make a Soldier. And how ſhould ? 
he 2 Eis Spirit will never ſerve him to 
undergo the Fatigue and Brunt of a Bat. 
tel. The Noiſe of Guns, the Prancing 
of Horſes, the Claſhing of Swords and 
Spears, the grand Shouts of the Army,” 
and the Volleys of Shot perpetually fly. 
ing about his Ears will be but heavy Mu 
ſick to him. For his Heart fails him fa 
ſear ; he is not able to look his Enemy 
much leſs Death in the Face. In ſhort } 
he is fit for nothing but to run away. He * 
Tiis true, he may be able to diſcourl pn ws 
ſmartly and roundly at Table, or in ver 
Chimney-Corner,of a Battel ; and by hi — 
big Look and fierce Carriage, ſome PevÞeſol; 
ple would be tempted to think him 
$kilful and experienc'd Officer, a valiar 8 
mer though the Raſcal is 1 | 
thin 


- 


— of Godlineſs. 
wer, thing but a Deſerter. He is not worthy 


and the Bread he eats, and is as far from be- 


* 4 ng a Soldier, as he is from being a Chri- 
CAC Mn; 
" 1an, 


they In like manner it is with us who are 
* Soldiers under Chriſt's Banner; with us 
Holy Avho are Chriſtians : Whilſt we are ſafe, 
Sold! and in à flouriſhing Condition; whilſt 
: Jol we roll in Eaſe and Proſperity, and Plen- 
o lack y, Sc. what is there that we will not 
15 not pretend to undergo for the Cauſe of God, 
e dur Church, our Sovereign, our Coun- 
iim to 


try 2 We then put on a Reſolution of 
a Bat Encountering the worſt of Conflicts, the 
ancing moſt bloody Perſecutions, if ever our 
is and Church ſhould be in danger, if ever our 


Army great Diana ſhould be called in queſtion. 
ly f And truly we are in the right for this 
'y * Reſolution: for certainly, in this very 
um fo 


l thing we do but our Duty as true Sol- 
mem) giers of Him who is the Captain of our 
1 ſhon Palvation. But notwithſtanding, let God 
ay. be pleaſed to ſend his fiery Viſitations up- 
iſcourl on us; let him brandiſn his angry Rod 
or in * our Heads, and drive us into the 
] by h Ureadful Furnace of Affliction to try our 
ne Pe Reſolutions herein, and we quickly quit 
him them and turn Renegades. Our Vows 
| vali! Fall off like Cords of Vanity, and leave 
is de us in the lurch when they ſhould ſtand 

rung E 4 us 
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vindicating Religion, in a paſſionate Re. on 
ſentment of the Baſeneſs of the World wa) 
we live in, we may promiſe to our ſel ve: whe 
great Performances towards the promo. avo 
ting of God's Honour and Service, and Me- 
furthering the Welfare of our Church and el! 
Nation, whilſt no Evil from without di low 
ſturbs us; but all about us is Calm and 
Serene, and we enjoy a pleaſant Sun. 
ſhine. But, when we are beſet with Ver. 

Dangers, and are diſtreſſed on every ſide, ci 
and God calls for our Courage, our P. 
tience, our Integrity, our Fidelity, ou 
Perſeverance at the critical Juncture, ther? 
it is that our Strength faileth us. V.. 
faint in the Day of Adverſiry ; we ſtag 
ger in our Faith; we faulter in our Hope 
we are toſs d about with every Wind an 
Wave; and in the time of Temptatio F 
we fall away. 
And as f the Coward will make but Right. 
ſorry Chriſtian, ſo the Worldling wil it is 
make no better. He that taketh not hi Chriſ 
Croſs (ſays our Lord) and followeth ae Dam 
me is not worthy of me, Matth. 10. 3 ies, 
It is the 2d eſſe, the Ratio Formalis, the ve this v 
xy being of our Chriſtianity, to bear o 
Worldly Afflictions and Calamities, an 
not to yield to them in apy ſenſe, ſo Fl 
U f 


Wo 
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d of fully our Innocence, or caſt a Stain up- 
e Re. on our Religion. I don't ſay we are al- 
Vorld ways bound to embrace our Perſecutions, 


ſelves when we can rationally and innocently 
como. avoid them by lawful and warrantable 
„ and Means: For, there's a Time to flee, as 
ch and well as a Time to ſuffer. And this Al- 
ut di. lowance our Saviour himſelf has poſitive- 
m and ly and directly given us: He ſays, in 
Sun. the afore- cited Chapter of St. Matthew, 
with Ver. 23. When they perſecute you in this 
y fide, city, flee ye into another. Our Saviour's 


Words which he deliver'd to the Apo- 


y, ou, ſtles in this Place of Scripture, amount 
e, thexto thus much: We may avoid our Per- 
M. ſſecutions by flying from them, when by 
e ſtag ſo doing we can ſave our Lives without 
Hope Diſhonouring either God, or Chriſtiani- 
ind an ty, or Conſcience. But if thro' a baſe 
ptatio Fear, or a worldly Fondneſs, we betray 


our God, and apoſtatize from our own 
e but Mighteous Principles, rather than ſuffer ; 
ig wil it is then that we forfeit the Benefits of 
not hi Chriſt's Sufferings, and run the Riſque of 
th aft Damning our Souls, by Saving our Bo- 


x0. 3 dies, Goods, Eſtates, &c. Nothing of 
„the ve this World, no not Life it ſelf, (as ſweet 
zear ou and dear as it is to us) muſt come in 


ompetition with God's Commands, or 
aing our Duty. For the Sake of God 
» and 


les, aſl's 
fo as. 
ſulh 


T he Power, &c. f 
and our Chriſtian Faith, we muſt leave Fo cl 
the - neareſt and deareſt Things we have mind 
belonging to us; even all muſt be freely ion, 
quitted for God's Glory, and our Soul's Lord. 
Salvation. | thing 
of And herein our Saviour is as plain as Wor l 
| poſſible , Matth. 19. 29. And every on: into 
( fays he) that hath forſaken houſes, or $92! 
brethren, or ſiſters , or father, or mother, ore 
or wife or lands., for my name ſake , ſhall ſuch 
receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit: 
everlaſting life. I am confident , this 
Text muſt needs pinch the Worldling, F ime 
and put him very hard to it to prove 
himſelf a Chriſtian. For, if God and 
Mammon be ſo irreconcilable, if the 
Love of the World be ſo inconſiſtent make 
with the Love of God; how can we ex. fo; 
pet him to have ſo much Chriſtian Pole, 
Philoſophy and Generoſity, as to deny Word 
bimſelf, by raking up the Croſs > He Relig 
may fell himſelf for Worldly Lucre, a time 
I doubt not but he doth daily; bu bf th 
to deny himſelf in this Senſe, is a Lel Pf Et 
ſon which he is yet to learn; and he i 1 q 


not as yet ſo far a fool for Chriſti peſs 
—_ 94 0 In 

He who is continually in danger hat 
Loſing his own Soul for Earthly Thing this 
can never be rationally ſuppoſed to f Souls 
— 9 
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leave Fo chriſtianly reſigned, ſo heavenly- 
have minded, as joy fully to embrace Perſecu- 
freely ion, rather than in the leaſt betray his 
z5ouls Lord. No: We cannot expect any 
| thing of this Nature from the | baſe 
ain as Worldling: His Mind is too deeply ſunk 
one into Earth, for to make his Soul mount 
es, of Fowards Heaven; and God muſt firſt 
ether, work a Miracle, before he ſhall work 
Juch a vile Wretch into a Saint. 


ſhall 7 


nherit 1 . 8 | 
„ this 7. Godlineſs is profitable for us in 
dling, Time of Sickneſs. When People begin 
prove to draw towards their latter End, it is 
d and Natural for them to draw towards God 
if the too. But what is it, I wonder, that can 
ſiſten make us draw towards God as we ſhould 


ve ex. 1 10 3 and ro that Bleſſed Effect and Pur- 


riſtian poſe, as is requir'd of us by God's Holy 
dem Word; but a true Spirit of Piety and 
e Religion? What can give us at ſuch a 
e, a; time any Hopes of a joyful Paſſage out 
; bu pf this Vale of Miſery, to the Manſions 
a Le. of Eternal Bliſs, but a good Conſcience, 
he i und an habituated, Practice of Righteouſ- 
"brit; els and true Holineſs ? Tis Godlineſs, 

in all its Branches, and utmoſt Extent, 
ger 2 muſt ſtrengthen us in the Time of 


hinge this our Viſitation, and at laſt carry our 


to be 8 ouls late, after they are deliver d from 
the 


o 
— 
U 
* 
F: 
„ 
— 


* 


by. 
7 * 
1 
\ 3 * 
un 


59 


60 T he Power, &c. 


the Burthen of the fleſh, into the other 
World. Tis this which will do this} 
mighty Work for us, when nothing in 
the World beſides can. Tis this which! 
will make our Repentance firm, ſtrong, 
lively and ſincere ; and cauſe us to re. Pivin 
ſign up our Spirit with the utmoſt Cheat. 
fulneſs and Humility to him who. gave} 
If, a 


Tis true, what a Pious Author ſays: 
Qui fi morbus fine remedio fit, file & gas. 
de; è carcere ruinoſo faciliùs ac citiùs e. 
gredieris. Optimus dixit G _—_ Nazi. 
anzenus ; Anima morbo affetta, Deo pri 
pingua. And again: Ut in vagind lacer 
Jepe bonus gladius, fic in corpore imbecili 
ac morbido fortis ſubinde animus latet. Hu 
robur eft optabile, quod nec dies minuii 
nec fortuna. FAEgrotus non quidem idonei 
eſt vectandi oneribus, aut arvo fodiend. 
fed exercendæ Patientiæ, ſed erigendæ Fil 
duciæ, &c. The whole Chapter is i! 
molt Excellent Admonition to all Chri- 
ſtian People in their Sickneſs, and a Hes 
venly Diſcourſe upon that Subject. 
A Fit of Sickneſs ſhall bring even Vil 
and Inconſiderate People ſometimes td 
reflect upon their latter End : A Thing 
which all the Philoſophers and Diviney 
in the World ( it's poſlible ) * 
ay 


ey h 
f it. 
Wh 
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other have been able to compaſs, whilſt ſuch 
- thizFVretches were in their Health and Pro- 
ag in Iperity. Sickneſs has prov'd the beſt 
vhich.eRure to them of any thing beſides. 
rong Tor; when Fine and Exalted Themes of 
to re. Divinity have been preſs'd home to their 
hear. Tonſciences, in order to drive them in- 
gart 0 2 ſerious Senſe of tha Inſtability of 

heir Abode here, and the Certainty of 
ſays: Future State, Cc. with an ungrateful 
9 gan- tupidity, they have caſt the Lectures 
irs e. fehind their Backs, and would not be 
Nazi. ferſwaded by any Exhortations as touch- 
'0 pr. 5g another Life; and they have had 
Jacen Ittle or no Thoughts of Eternity, till 
„becili hey have been brought to the very Brink 
. Hu f it. | 
„inuit When Death has ſtar'd them in the 


i done ace with all its Terrors they have been 


iendi pred into ſome ſerious Thoughts of a- 
ide F. ther World. When the Enjoyments 
er is Earthly Things have fail'd them, then, 
| chri Hut not till then, they have been brought 
a Head ſome Form of Repentance, I call it 
> orm of Repentance; for the Lord 
en Vibhhows (and I hope I do not in this 
mes teak uncharitably) whether it is real or 


ThingWÞt. Nay, it is ten to one that it is not 
Divine! al, it immediately ſucceeding an habi- 
uld noJated Courſe of impious Living. O- 

hay therwiſe, 
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62 The Power, &c. 
therwiſe, why ſhould we ſo often ſee aniſſin G 
know ſo many Cheats and Hypocrites i inf car 
the World, who upon their Death-Bed B 
have promiſed nothing ſo much as a ſe 
vere Repentance and Compunction for al 
their paſt Sins ; but no ſooner have they 
recover d, thro" the Mercy of God, of 
their bodily Indiſpoſition, but, like 2 4 
to his vomit, or a 1 ſow that is ee to het 
wallowing in the mire , they have turn 
to their old Cuſtom and Habit of Sit 
ning; and by that means, being abu 
don'd' of God, have become ten time 
more the Sons 'of Belial than ever the 
were. before, if poſſible. q dneſ 

But alas! what will this Form of R® 


pentance amount to? What will ths ö. 
forc'd Piety avail, towards the Further 5 
ing their Safe Landing at their Heaven 
Country: What Aſſurance of Gol 2-4 
Grace and Favour can a Death-bed R- wg 


pentance give any one? What Proſp« 
o Heaven doth it reach forth > Litt 
or none, without doubt. For unleſs t. 
Habit of Godlineſs in Time of Heal 
has preceded the Act of Repentance 
Time of Sickneſs, in all likelihood, ſud 
People do but Pray at rovers ; their | 
jaculations are darted towards Heave 
but in vain For they have no Prom 


„ Godlineſs. | 63 
e an $2 God's Holy Word, that they ſhall be 
-- ©. heard and accepted of by God. 


N But the Conſcience of a good * 
| ell ſpent Life will be at this time the 
for 1 zeſt,- the only Comfort to any Man, and 
e they! take him ere& his Head with Confi- 
od, d Pence and Joy at the Throne of Grace. 
% * ind tho the outward man decayeth, yet i 
* 1 he inner man is ſtrengthned ſo much the 


more continually with God's Holy Spirit, 
he may with Courage bid Defiance to all 
She Powers of Hell, and the Malice of the 


turn 
of Sins 


5 — Spirits of Darkneſs ; for they ſhall not be 
: * 4 ble to hurt him, nor the Sons of Wick- 
r daeſs to do him Violence. 

c U 8. And Laſtly, Godlineſs is profitable 


For us at the Time of Death. A Godly 


3 an has the Advantage at the Hour 
Law ehe Death of any other Man. His 


= Podlineſs frees him from the main 
© Parrhens of Sickneſs, which are Fear and 
2 Peſpair. He who has been truly Raligi- 
lets uus all his Liſe, has no reaſon to fear 
2d Peath. For, his Conſcience, which is 


od's Vicegerent, doth by vertue of its 
Office and Deputation, aſſure him of 
eaven, whenſoever there's a Separation 
f Soul and Body; and conſequently, 
pon Point of Chriſtian Philoſophy, he 
3s needs 


tance! 
zod, ſuc 
their | 
Heave 
Prom 
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downright Blaſphemy. | 


T be Power, Ke. 


needs not fear tae, For, the mains A 
Fear of Death is the Fear of being damn'd reaſe 
after Death. But my Godly Man has ing | 
better learnt Chriſt than G And if ſo h. 
there are any ſuch Things as ſolid Peace 
and Comfort, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt 

in this World , certainly a Good and Righ- | 000 
teous Man hath them at ſuch a time; o- to tl 
therwiſe, there is no Dying with Com. Soul, 
fort and Religious Confidence ; which to Ineſs 
aſſert, would be to invalidate God's Ho- prov: 
ly Word, and to call his Veracity into ſelf, 
Queſtion, and that would be no leſs than co-· o 
that 
ath 
tte, 


And to this Effect St. Auſtin ſpeaks 
concerning the Precious Death of the 


Saints, in the 7th Chapter of his 13th Paint: 


Book De Civitate Dei. — Hinc eſi pur D 
quod ſcriptum eſt : Pretioſa in conſpecti pan fi 
Domini mors ſanctorum ejus. Quid eninhall | 
pretiofius quam mors , per quam fit ut etian Of 
delifta omnia dideittantur & merita cumu-Wnjoy, 
"ali augeantur 2 Neg, enim tant ſunt me. hich 
riti, qui cum mortem differre non peſſent 3ood 
baptizati ſunt, deletiſq; omnibus peccatis en hun C 
hac vita emigrarunt : Quanti ſunt qui mor- his i 
tem differre cum pfſſent, non ideo diſtule Under, 
runt ? Quia maluerunt Chriſtum conſ tend lind ; 
Fire hanc vitam, quam eum negando ad of 
ejus Baptiſmum pervenire. 4 s he h 
5 


of Godlineſs. 65 


main And as the Godly Man has the leaſt 
mund reaſon of any Man to fear Death, as be- 
has ing conſcious of his own Righteouſneſs, 
1d if ſo he has the leaſt reaſon to deſpair of his 
eace Eternal Salvation; or even to doubt of 
zhoſt Mit. He knows, that as it has been the 
tigh- Goodneſs of God that has brought him 


3 0-8 


Ito this happy State and Condition of 
Dom. 


Soul, ſo he knows that the ſame Good- 
ch to neſs will never leave him or forſake him, 
G Ho- provided that he is not wanting to him- 
into ſelf, and doth not quit that which muſt 
; than co-operate with God's Goodneſs, and 
hat is his Godlineſs. For, that which 
peaks Math made Men good Chriſtians in this 
f the Life, will aſſuredly make them glorious 
5 13th Paints in the Life to come. Here lies 
inc eſt pur Dependance, here's the Staff that we 
ſpelli pan firmly and "ſafely lean upon, and it 
enin hall never deceive us. 
etian Of all the Comforts that are to be 
cumu. njoyed this ſide the Grave, there is none 
ant me. vhich is comparable to that which he 
poſſent Food and Righteous Man feels in his 
atis ex en Conſcience at the point of Death. 
i mo. his is that Peace of God which paſſeth all 
diſtule. Uuderſtanding, and keeps his Heart and 
afitendi Wind in the Knowledge and Love of God, 
ndo ald of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And 
s he has but the ſmall Ante paſt, a Taſte 
And K only 
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only of this wonderful Pleaſure from | 
above, during his abode here, fo the full Cir 
draught of it is referved for him tillano- the 
ther Day, the great Day of Judgment; | 
wherein he ſhall fully enjoy the beati- mo 
fick Viſion, and be for ever delighted furt 
with the Preſence of God, and the Com- tist: 
pany of Angels, and Saints, and Juſt Pro 
Men made perfect. oft 
This will be the bleſſed Fruit of all whi 
his Labours; and the Upſhot of his Exit hav: 
is this, (viz) by ſuffering Death, he rea 


ſuffers but a Tranſlation from the Trou- wou 


bles of this Wicked, Tranſitory World? have 
to the Eternal Delights of the Manſions & mull 


of Bliſs and Glory, which God hath re r 


Relig 


8 for all thoſe who have liv'd in! 


is true Faith, and died in his holy Fear. IT 
Thus as I have endeavoured to fat Rew 
forth the Advantage of Godlineſs in ſome Our 


of our main Concerns of this Life; So U is: 
the Reaſon of the thing holds good in ali ©!Ent 
the Tranſactions of it. And it is prof- there 
table unto all things, having promiſe of tht miſſi 
Life that new is. And now after all that! Rewa 
has been ſaid as touching this Subject, en us 
may venture to challenge any Man in they more 
World, to produce any thing in it tha n. 
ſhall ſtand him in ſo much ſtead in alHare le 

CircumW me te 


of Godlineſs. 


"om | 
full Circumſtances and Conditions of Life as 
mo- the Practice of Vertue and Religion. 
ent; But the Advantage of Godlineſs is 
-ati. more to be valued yer, in that it hath a 
hted further View than the poor, ſlender Sa- 
om tisfactions of this World ; for it has the 
juſt Promiſe of the Life to come, as well as 
of that which now is. And this is that 
F all- which Aggrandizeth the Advantage. To 
Exit have the Promiſe of this Liſe muſt be a 


„ he great Allurement to the Worldling (one 
Trou- would think) to be Religious; but to 
vorld have the Promiſe of the other Life too, 
Iſions ; muſt be a Motive irreſiſtible by all who 
| hath are not wholly abandon'd of God and 
vd in Religion. 
rear The Apoſtle's annexing a Temporal 
to ſet Reward to our Godlineſs is a Tie upon 
ſomeli our Gratitude to be Religious. But then 
; Soft if is a Tie which he thought not ſuffi. 
in all cient, as may be reaſonably ſuppoſed ; 
: profe therefore with it he doth by his Com- 
of the miſſion from God bequeath an Erernal 
ill tha Reward alſo, which is an Obligation up- 
ject, Ion us to be Holy and Righteous, that is 
n in the} More than ſufficient, And now it we 
it thahare not ſo upon theſe bleſſed Terms we 
Ware left without excuſe. And this brings 


Jin ail 
ircum ] me to my Second General Head, (viz. ) 


F 3 Secondly, 


| 68 


to the Perſon truly Spiritualiz'd,is but of : of th 


4, *% "a> 
6% 


The Power, &c. 


Secondly, Godlineſs is profitable unto IM Pre 
all things, having promiſe of the Life the 
which is to come. The Promiſe of Re. hay 
ward for our Godlineſs is great; but the dive 
greatneſs of it conſiſts in its Futurity, U ulty 
The Happineſs even of this World, Tl Ry 
grant is deſirable ; but yet in compari-M I 


ſon of the other it is nothing. And in. of t 
deed when the Spirit of God joyns our Jet 
Temporal Felicity to our Eternal, it is, Equ 


by way of ſtooping to our Weakneſs, out for i 
grok Frailty, and uſhering in that which ae 

oth moſt concern us, with that which And 
may moſt affect us. The Promiſe of teget 
this Life to the thorovgh-pac'd Chriſtian, they 


5 


ſlender ſatis faction, and of little value od 
and weighs but inconſiderably in the Bal 
lance. ; g ble; 

Neither the Nature of the things oft. 
this World, nor the Duration, nor the 
intrinſick Worth of them, can give us ſa 
tisfaction commenſurate to our Immor. 
tal Souls. | 

For, if the bare Promiſe of this Lil 
had been ſufficient to allure us to Go 
lineſs and the Practice of Righteouſnels 
and true Holineſs, the Promiſe of thg 


yet le 


other Life would have been but ſupernu 


me&tary: To meer Fleſh and Blood, thi} <®" b 
Promi- 
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Promiſe of this World's Happineſs, and 
Liſe the Advantages of it (it's poſſible) might 
Re. have been ſufficient ; but to a Subſtance 
diveſted of Mortality and made for Eter- 
nity, nothing but the Happineſs of Eter- 
„TIlAnity can be a plenary Satisfaction. 

Though the Promiſe of this Life and 
Hof that which is to come are conjoyn d, 
vet from thence let no Man gather their 
it ff Equality of Worth, Dignity, or Eſteem, 
„ our, for in their Degrees of Excellency they 
which are infinitely diſtant as well as different. 
which And though the Apoſtle has joyn'd them 
iſe olf togetlier, yet in this Senſe, Reaſon ſhews 
iſtian they muſt be put aſunder. The Promiſe 
but oi of this Life the Apoſtle, by the Spirit of 
value God gives, in order to tempt and draw 
\c Ball the Worldling into Religion if it be poſſi- 

ple; but it is the Promiſe of a better, 

ngs © 4 hat corroborates the Wiſe Man, the Re- 
or tha ligious Man, and confirms the Faithful 
_— e tun tlie full Stage of Chriſtianity with 
e, habituated Magnanimity, and invio- 
| able Reſolution of Patience, Contented- 
:. Lich neſs, and Reſignation. And though the 
> Godl proſpects of both Worlds are here wrapt 
ouſnell ogether and ſet forth in ConjunRion, 
of cha et let none ſay , that therefore there's 
any compariſon between them, for there 


TA can be none. 
Promil 
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The Power, &c. 
The Happineſs of the Life to come 


doth as far excel that of this World, as 3 
Light doth Darkneſs; or as the Delights, th 
the Pleaſures of Eternity do tranſcend the | bie 
poor, ſlender Satisfactions of Time. | Ve 

They unſpeakably differ in their Mag: ; 1 


nitude, Worth, Dignity, and Durat on. 6 
So that the Spirit of God cannot be ſup. — 


poſed to join them together, as being ei- ; - 
ther equal or equivalent to each other in| 50 
their Natures; but as an Inducement ro tna 


us frail Mortals to aſpire aſter that which, 
in it ſelf is moſt excellent, whilſt we are 
purſuing that which to our weak Natures} 
ſeems moſt deſirable. The ſhort is, St.“ 
Paul by the Words of my Text, would? 
fain move us all to an habituated Practice 7 
of Godlineſs ; and that he may the more 
effectually perſwade us, he ties the Hap} h 
pineſs of both Worlds upon us as a Re. x o 
ward of it. And one would think thatf Roo 
this (if any thing) ſhould Tempt us to Pf 
be truly Religious, and leave but little} wy 2 


room for Atheiſm, Profaneneſs, Liberti 72 , 
niſm, Hypocriſy, and whatſoever is con- high 


trary to God's Holy Word and Com- 
mandments to range in, and to diſplay "| 
themſelves. The Happineſs of both, 1 
Worlds comprehends in it every thing;. 8 


to be obtained that a rational Creature |, 


dme 
7 8 
zhts, 
the! 


Hag - 
t on. 
ſup-· 
2 el- ö 
er in 
nt o 
»hich \ 
„e are 
atures 
is, St.“ 
would 


ractice 


more 


e Hap} 
4 Re- 
k that 
t us to 
it little 
Liberti4 
is con- 
Com. 
diſplay 
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as ſuch, is capable of deſiri iring ; and if 
the obcaning every thing that is deſira- 


bie is not Motive enough for us to be 
Vertuous and Religious, nothing is. 

My Argument lies thus. Every Man 
in the World doth naturally deſire that 
which Tends to his Happineſs, or Well- 
Being ; and this Happineſs or Well-Being 
of a Man is either that of this Life, or 
that which is to come ; but both theſe 
are abſolutely and directly entailed upon 
us as the Reward of our Vertue and Ho- 
lneſs. So that he who refuſeth to be Re- 
ligious, acts injuriouſly to himſelt, and is 


2 Reproach to humane Kind. And no- 
thing certainly can ſo much reproach hu- 
mane Kind as the living contrary to the 
End of our Being; which every one doth, 


who leads a wicked and irreligious Life. 
Now, tha: the Apoſtle doth ground our 


2 Happineſs of both, Worlds upon our Ver- 


tue and Religion, is plain; but the Mi- 
ſery of it is, we will not take him at his 
Word, but build upon the idle Fancies of 
our own Brain, and ſo in the end we wo- 
fully and eternally miſcarry. 

But Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things, having Promiſe of the Life which 
is to come, This is the main Promiſe; 
this is the All in All 2 1 ae ſo ſay) to 
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the Soul of Man, that glorious and capa. Þþ 


cious Subſtance, that immortal Spirit 


Which God has Created ſociable with 


Himſelf, and a Companion for his bleſ- 
ſed Angels and Inhabitants of Heaven. 


And thus we read in the 5th Chapter of Þ; 


the Wiſdom of Solomon, ver. 15, 16. The 


Righteous live for evermore, their Reward 
alſo is with the Lord, and the care of them 


is with the moſt High. Therefore ſhall they 


receive a glorious Kingdom, and a beautiful Ni 


Crown from the Lord's hand: for with his 
right hand ſhall he cover them, and with his 
Arm ſhall he protect them. 

The Promiſe of the Life to come is a 
Promiſe of a happy Eternity to all thoſe 


who live righteouſly in this World. And V d 


this Promiſe doth fully and abſolutely 
anſwer the End of Man, And truly 
nothing leſs than this can anſwer the 
End of Man. For Man, as God has 
Created him, is capable of enjoying 
far greater things than what this World 
can poſſibly afford him; and that he 
is ſo capable, is plain, by reaſon that 
he is capable of enjoying God him- 
ſelf ; and conſequently, we cannot ſup- 
poſe, that the World and the Things 
therein can fill and ſatisfy his Soul, and 
terminate xis Deſires ; No, that which 
neither 


apa- 
pirit 
with 
ble(- 
ven. 
er of 

The 
ward 
them 
they 
ti ful 
h his 
th his 


e is a 
thoſe 
And 
utely 
truly 
r the 
| has 
dying 
Vorld 
at he 
that 
him- 
A 
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which 
either 
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| neither correſponds with the Worth, nor 


anſwers the Dignity, nor commenſurates 
the Greatneſs of the Soul of Man, can- 


not rationally be ſuppoſed to fill the 
ame with an Happineſs anſwerable to 
its Being, or ſatisfactory to its Nature. 


Although the Soul of Man is not in- 


finite in its Being, (for none but God is 
ſo) yet as it is Immaterial in its Sub- 
ſtance, and Immortal in its Nature, it 


is too capacious to be ſatisfy'd and fill'd 
with the empty, tranſitory Things of 
this World. God Created Man to be Im- 
mortal, and made him to be an Image of his 


On 6 Ott; dn Ty ardeamy tn pape, 
J dir Th Las I k awry, 
as we read according to the Roman Copy. 
That is, God created Man for Immorta- 
ity, and made him an Image of his own 
ropriety, or Property. For, it muſt be 
granted that dr ſignifies Propriety, or 
Property, and not Eternity. But in the 
llexandrian or (as we find Dr. 
rabe) inſtead of &y9va Ti; ae NC 
Touroey aut, we mult read «91x Ti 
Riz aindfryl, Lino aurily. And then 
t runs right thus : God created Man 
or Immortality, and made him an I- 
nage of his own Eternity. But, abſo- 

N lutely 


own Eternity, Wiſdom of Solomon, 2. 23. 
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other of his Attributes. Therefore why; 


And then Eternity may be ſaid to be the 


T be Power, &c. 
lately and ſtrictly ſpeaking , Eternity, rected 


cConſider d as an Attribute ot God, is ng thoſe 


more his Property than Omnipotence, or 
Omniſcience, or Omnipreſence, or any 


Man ſhould be ſaid to be made an Image 
of God's Property by being created tor 
Immortality, I cannot imagine; unleſ, 
it be that Eternity, according to ſome 
Philoſophers and Divines, may be faid 
to be the molt tranſcendent of God; 
Perfections, and the Fountain of them, 


Property of God gr" 2Zo24y, or ſecun 
dum eminentiam. But be it as it may; ! 
am fure the true Reading of this Place fn 
mult be tia £5 rac dM reg d roHH,—⅝ d. een 
1%, God made Man an Image of his 75535 
own Eternity, as tis in the Alexandria 3 
Copy according to Dr. Grabe afore-cited,* ® 
And truly his Correction of the Roman 
by comparing it with the Alexandria 
is very conſiderable, and excellent, and | 
uſefal. For, when the moſt is ſaid, we e, 
can ſcarce make Senſe of the Words a4 

we read them in the Roman Verſion. 405 
And this is one amongſt the many Er- futge 
rors which we find interſperſed both in 4 
the Septuagint and in ſome Parts of the Ia 

Apocrypha of the Vatican Copy, but 25 0 

recte 


of Godlineſs. ; Is 
rected by that Learned Gentleman in 
u thoſe Volumes of his lately publiſh'd to 
A 1Bthe World, and very acceptable to the 
"ec, oi Learned and Curious. 

1 bes, But {till we muſt obſerve, that though 
Pk ia the Words afore-cited it is ſaid that God 
ed i created Man to be Immortal, yet he made 
9 bim but an Image of his own Eternity. 
lou He made him to be an Image of his own 
e fail Eternity ! That 1s, He made him to have 
au ſome reſemblance of his Eternal Being by 
making him Immortal ; that is, by ma- 
king the Soul of Man Sempiternal. For, 
chough the Soul of Man had a Beginning, 
yet it ſhall have no End. For, if it had 
neither Beginning nor End, it would have 
been Eternal. But nothing is Eternal ex- 
cepting God. No Perſon in the Univerſe 
therefore can ſo far reſemble God, as to 
be of the ſame Nature with God, unleſs 
he alſo be God. For, ſo the Eternally- 
begotten of his Boſom is repreſented to 
us in the Epiſtle to the Zebrews, Chap. x, 
ver. 3. Being the Brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
erſion # Plendor gloria. Amav)aoug, id eſt, Re- 
ny Er. fulgentia, frue Relucentia, quod ex alio re- 
ſplendet. Nam Filius lumen eſt de lumine. 


zoth ing ö ; 
of the dee Er aſmus his Annotations upon the 


ut cor- place. 
So 


ernity, 


india 
- Cited, 
Roma 
ndrian 
t, and 
d, we 
rds as 
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So then, though our Souls are not E- 
ternal, becauſe they had a Beginning, and 
were created in Time; yet, as they are 
Immaterial and Immortal, no Tongue 
can expreſs the exalted Rleaſures and De. 
lights which God hath ordained for eve. 
ry one who lives a righteous and godly 
Life in this preſent World. Such Delights 
that abſolutely, and in themſelves are of 
tranſcendent Satisfaction. They are of eſs 
that amazing Beauty, of that immenſe % %. 
Lovelineſs, of that attractive Pleaſant. 
neſs, when we come to reflect upon them 
in our own Minds, that it is impoſſible 
we ſhould not be enamoured with them, 
and captivated with the very Thoughts 
of enjoying hereafter the God- like Hap. 
pineſs. And as the Happineſs is great, 
and pure, and lovely ia itſelf, ſo its 
Greatneſs, and Purenefs, and Lovelineſs, 
do mainly conſiſt in its being Eternal. 

And will not this induce us to extol 
the Wonders of God's Love to Mankind, 
and ſet forth his Praiſe by the bleſſed Ex- 
erciſe of a holy Life? Have we not great 
Reaſon to cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt 
in a rapturous Joy, and ſay, O that Mev 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for his Good: 
neſs, and declare the Wonders that he doth 
for the Children of Men! Wonders in- Man h 


deed ! 


of Godlineſs. 


ot E geed! Is it not a Wonder of Goodneſs 


and ¶ that God ſhould condeſcend ſo low, as to 


Y Ac peſtow his own Image upon the very 
NSuc puſt of the Ground? For ſo we read, 
d De. I Gen. 2. 7. And the Lord God formed Man 
eve. ef the duſt of the ground, and breathed in- 
god ly; his Noſtrils the Breath of life, and Man 
lights N ecame 4 living Soul. And God ſaid, Let us 
are of Hate Man in our own Image, after our Like- 
Ire of neſs. So God created Man in his own Image, 
menſe i the Image of God created he him, Gen. 
aſant. i. 26, 27. 

them Let every Creature in the World ſet 


oſſible¶ forth God's Praiſe ; but of all the Crea- 
them, 


ughts 
 Hap- 


do the ſame ; for if he doth, he is a great 
Blot to the whole Creation ; eſpecially if 
great, Ewe conſider him as a Sinner, and Re- 
ſo its ueemꝰd by Jeſus Chriſt, Yea, ſuch a Blot 
lineſs, Nor Baſeneſs and Ingratitude is he, if he 
al. Noth not anſwer the end of his Creation 
extol and Redemption, that in ſome ſenſe he 
nkind, not inferior to the Devils themſelves in 
2d Ex- Impiety. For, though thoſe Laciferian Re- 
great pels, thoſe Arch-Traytors of Heaven did 
almiſt ſpy their wicked Revolt provoke God to 
it Men xaſt them for ever into the infernal Lake; 
5 Good: yet as they have naBeams of God's Mer- 
e doth y ſhining upon tfrem ſince the Fall, as 


ers i Man has ſince his, ſo upon that ſcore 
deed : their 


ures in the World, let not Man forget to 
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their Ingratitude to God cannot be morgl, 
heinous than Man's is. For, Man had 
Mercy ſhewed him, which the Devil, 
never had, and never will. Twas thi 
Wonder of Love therefore which God 
diſplayed to Mankind, that made the. NM 
Royal Pſalmiſt ſpeak with that Ardoſþ,. } 
and Prophetick Spirit as he did. What $,n 
Man ( ſays he) that thou art mindful ue Br 
bim? And the Son of Man that thou vif No 
teſt him > For thou haſt made him a litilhayv o 


e M: 


lower than the Angels, and haſt crowned hinf, the 
with Glory and Honour, Pſal. 8. 4, 5. is Soi 


| ; : | 0 | 
From what I have already ſaid upo l be 


this Second General Head of Diſcourſe, b. 
I ſhall conſider what the Promiſe of thſiſame 
Life to come is, as it is a Recompenqim to 


of our Godlineſs in this World. And thifj we 


I ſhall do in two Reſpects. e enla 
Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Promiſe « — 
the Lite to come as it reſpects of,” en 


Souls. thin 
Secondly, As it reſpects our Bodies. ght, 
Firſt, Godlineſs hath the Promiſe oy 0 

the Life to come, as it reſpects oqhiig; 
Souls, FL, "hh 


T 


of Godlmeſs. 


The Souls of righteous and godly Men, 
; More may aſſure our ſelves, ſhall at the ge- 
n hac eral Reſurrection be unſpeakably advan- 
Devied in State and Condition from what 
vas thi ey were in this Life, in this Vale of 
h Gofiſery. In the other Life, the Righte- 
de this Man ſhall receive and enjoy what he 
Ardo as born to here, and for which God 
What om the beginning did breath into him 
fu be Breath of Life. 
10u viſt No ſooner ſhall our Saviour at the 
a littizy of Judgment paſs his Sentence up- 
ned hin the Righteous Man, but immediately 
5 s Soul ſhall be advance d to its higheſt 
Ierfection, and ſhall receive new Vigour, 
id upoßrightneſs, Strength, and Glory ; and 
ſcourle all be endued with ſuch an excellent 
2 of Ulframe and Conſtitution, as to enable 
mpenqm to bear the Happineſs of the Eter- 
And thai Weight of Glory. His Soul ſhall then 
 enjarged to a more noble Capacity, 
Id be exalted to a far more capacious 
omiſe ightneſs, in order to fit the Man ſor 
ects ole enjoyment of the Beatifick Viſion. 
lothing ſhall then be able to clog its 
light, or impede its Power, or cramp 
P Activity towards God and Goodneſs. 
omiſe Q,q though the Soul of the beſt of Men, 
ects OFhilft it is united to the Body-Terreſtrial, 
draun off to many Sins and Imperfe- 
- | ctions 


Bodies. 


— 
* 
* 


T he Power, &c. | 
ctions through Earthly Means and Ex. 0 


ternal Senſe; yet when the Soul and Bo. peut 
dy of the Righteous Man ſhall be re. 
united at the Laſt Day, then all Sin and 
Imperfection, all Grief and Pain, all 
Sickneſs and Trouble, all Ignorance and 
Folly, all Pride and Ill-nature, all Hard. 
neſs of Heart, and Self-will againſt God 
and his holy Laws, and whatſoever did 
naturally tend to drag him down, and de. Ieptec 
baſe him below his Honour, his Digi- 74, 
ty, his Order, ſhall vaniſh and be no; 
more. Sin ſhall have no more Domini - Pod +. 
on over him, neither ſhall the leaſt Im. Ne: 
perfection be incident unto. him, or any 
155 ways be able to annoy him; but the 
. whole Man, both Body and Soul toge- ory 
ther united, fhall be in a perfect State n <x 
and Condition, they ſhall be entirely 
and abſolutely happy. : 

The Soul of Man, we muſt all grant, 
is originally of a Noble Extract, as be- 
ing a peculiar Stamp of God's Image andfit h 
Divinity; yet as Noble, as Glorious as H ca 

Dod had made it at the beginning, it has 
Npoured ſince under a filthy degradation 
through Sin, and the ſuggeſtion of the 
Devil. The Fall hath caſt a curſed Blot 
upon this moſt excellent Being, and has 
mightily defac'd its Glory and Perte- 
ction. | When 


mitiv 
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of Gadlineſ. 
Ex. TY 18 10 rte 120798307 177 99 Us +, FIT 
18. Wbben Sig entred igto the World aid 
— Ipeath by Sin, Man ſunk from the Pri- 


n ks mitive Glory he was created in; he for- 


1, all 
e and fr 
Hard- 
t God 
er did 
nd de- 
Dignl- 
be no 
omini- 
ſt Im. 
or any 


rited all Title to the Happineſs he was 
ated for; he was actually become the 
ir of Wrath, and Son of Perdition, 
nd had remained ſo to this Day, and 
or ever, had not the Man Chriſt Jefus; 
hat Prodigy of Love and Mercy 
pted him and everlaſting Ruin. 
Through the Iaterceſſion and Satisfa- 
ton. of the Bleſſed. and Eternal Son of 
od it is that we are all made capable of 
njoying Eternal Happineſs. ' Through 
zptiſm and Regeneration we are re- 


ut theFſtated in the Inheritance of Eternal 
* lory. In ſhort, through the Redempl 
tate 


on that is by God-Man, Jeſus Chriſt, 
gether. with our ſincete Endeavours of 
ying ſober, righteous, and godly Lives, 
| grant, this World, we may all aſſufedly at- 


ntirely 


as be. in the bleſſed Promiſes of the other: 
age andfit what theſe, bleſſed'Promifes are, nd 


rious as can, or ſhall know „ till he comes 


„ it hasf feel them in the other Eiſe, and to 


adationBjoy. the ſolid, ſubſtantial Fruits of 4 
of thepdly and Welbſpent Life here below. 
ſed Blot To expreſs the Happineſs of Heaven 
and hasſſſeth the Underſtanding of any Mor- 
| Perte- breathing. It puzzles the brighteſt 


When Intellect 


„inter- 


we 
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1 


dark, twilight Diſcovery. When the 


juſt Men made perfect do eternally en. 


ever we arrive to be glorified Saints. 


The Power, &c. 


Intelle& to comprehend, and nonpluſſes 


the moſt refin d and elevated Thought a | 
of Man to dive into Of 


We can have no notion of the Bleſ. 
ſedneſs above but what is faint and glim. Iii 
mering, and laid before us in a thin 


moſt is ſaid, the beſt of us know but iaſeſ 
part; neither can we fetch Informationſſhei 
either from Philoſophy or Divinity, 
whereby to give any tolerable deſcrip. 
tion of thoſe things which the Spirits offfvle; 


joy. Nay, the Holy Scripture it ſelf 
that grand Fountain of all Spiritualſhe 
Knowledge, gives us but ſmall encou.h 
ragement to pry into thoſe fathomleſs 
Things above, by laying open Heaven 
in Piece-meal, General, and Negative 
Deſcriptions, and the like. Our Know-ſhe- 
ledge of Heaven is but in part : But inſherci 
part! yea, and but in a very poor ſmallſkerni 

too (God knows) in compariſon o 
what ſhall be reveal'd to us hercafter, i 


But as ſhort as our Knowledge is 0 
the Glorious State of Heaven, I think 
it will be no Breach of Modeſty in me, 
if I offer at ſome faint Idea, ſome ſmall Cl 

Hints m 


7 


luſt} f of Godlieſs. . 


Wy. | 
Bleſ. And in order to this, I ſhall firſt 


'% 
wehisBins/ar it, according to my poor Capa- 


glim-ffriefly conſider the Soul of Man in its 


thig ate of Happineſs in the other Life. | 
n theKo ſooner do the Righteous receive their 
but ineſſed Sentence at the laſt Day, but 
nationſlheir Souls are inveſted with abſolute 
vinity, gerfection, and crown'd with new Glo- 


eſcrip. q and» Honour. All the Powers and Fa- 
irits olffulkies of them are advanc'd to an inef- 
Ily enable Degree of Glory and Greatneſs, in 
it ſelf aer to capacitate them for the Enjoy- 
piritualihents. of Heaven. Their Souls are 
encov-him-full (if I may fo ſpeak) of Frui- 
10mlelslon, and want nothing in the leaſt De- 


Heavenſſee that they are capable of enjoying. 


egativeſheh Faculty of them is endow'd with 


Knov. qe utmoſt perfection, in order to be 


But infſerciſed in its reſpective Qffice to all 
Ir ſmallſernity. 


riſon off Their Underſtanding ſhall then be im- 


ifter, liſediately enlarged ; and tho” not to an 
nts. ity, yet to a vaſt Degree of Know- 


ge is opge beyond what it was capable f 
I thinkfhilſt they abode here upon Earth, Tt -- 


in me, all be bright and ſerene; free from 
ze ſmallſy Cloud or Intermixture of Darkneſs 

Hintsat may any way hinder them from 
bracing Truth, or comprehending 


G 2 any 


8 | 
* 
1 
Pa 


any thing that is worthy to be known, | 
or they deſirous to underſtand. SG wut. 


We Power, &c. 


ly capacious is the Underſtanding of 


thoſe bleſſed; Souls above; that notfilng 


eſcapes their Knowledge which God has 
permitted them to know. f Ahd. altho 


their Knowledge is not intuitive as God's 


is, yet it is ſo gloriouſſy elevated, that 
nothing which is gradually and ſucceſ- 
ſively | to be comprehended ſhall eſcape 
their Ken and Inſpec tion. 
What is there in Nature that the Un- 
derſtanding of theſe Glorified Spirits is 
not able to dive into? Their Compre- 
henſive and Exalted Thoughts are not 
cramp' 
are here; neither do they attain to 
the Knowledge of Things with Difficul- 
ty of Study as we Mortals do; but 
they apprehend and comprehend at firſt 
Sight, and with all the Eaſineſs imagina- 


ble, whatſoever they fix their Thoughts 


upon. No previous Meditation, no ela- 
borate Deduction from firſt Principles, 
Rules, and Conſequences, or Syllogiſtt- 
cal Art and Method is requir'd in them, 
as it is with us here, to know the Cau- 
ſes and Effects of Natural Things. For, 
by the Soul's Exaltation in all its Pow- 


ers , theſe bleſſed Spirits have a ready 


Accels 


d or clogg'd by Labour, as ours i 


| | of Gedlmeſs... SY 
Acceſs toll (thoſe Things HE be- 
ſorertheir Exaltation , would have foiled 


and baffled their Underſtandings. 
Thoſe myſtical; intricate; and abſtruſe 


has Things, which. do, ſo wofully puz- 


zle our beſt Wits and greateſt Philoſo- 
phers here, ſhall be made plain and eaſy , 
Ito thoſe bright Stars of Knowledge, 


thoſe Inheritors of Bliſs and Glory. 


Whatſoever is too wonderful for any 
| Mortal Intellect to attain unto, is by 


thoſe eaſily ſurmounted. ' Vea, even 


thoſe Things which God has been pleas'd 
to caſt a Veil over on purpoſe to pre- 
vent proud Wits too curiouſiy to pry 
into, ſhall be thoroughly trac'd and 
varavell'd from Top to Bottom by 
them ; all Things of Nature, all the 
Works of God, all the wonderful Ope- 
rations in the Univerſe ſhall be ſtript of 
their deep Secreſies, and lye no more 
undiſcoverd to them , whenſoever they 
ſhall be pleas'd to beſtow their Rouge 
upon them. 

Hence it is, I humbly conceive, that 
when they diſcourſe of God himſelf ; 
when they reaſon of his Eſſence, his Be- 
ing, his Attributes, his Perſections, they 
can do it without Error, or Obſtruction, 
or Difficulty, or Confuſion. They judge 
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of God truly as he is; and thei 
 Thovghts concerning him are withour 


the leaſt Miſapprehenſion. Even the 
Doctrines of the Holy and Ever, bleſſed 
Trinity in Unity, the Incarnation of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Hypoſtatick Uni. 
on, his Satisfaction, his Meritoriou; 


Death, and all other Myſteries of Chri. 


ſtianity which have raiſed ſuch Conten- 


tions and Contradictions, and occafion'd 


ſo many Damnable Hereſies amongſt us, 


ſhall by theſe Sons of Light, theſe Chil. 


dren of Glory, be both known, and com. 
prehended. | 


They judge of nothing am.ſs in the 
whole Creation. Their Underſtanding 


doth not fail them in the leaſt jor of any 


thing that is to be known or underſtood 
by Rational, Intellectual Creatures. For, 
their Days of Ignorance are paſt and 
gone ; their benighted Knowledge is 
clear d up and advanc'd to more than a 
Meridian Brightnels ; and every baſe 
Alloy, every Imperfection of the Un- 
derſtanding is wiped away. For. when 


that which is perfect is come, then that 


which is in part ſhall be done away. The 


wiſeſt, the beſt of Men, whilſt they are 


Sojourners in this Lite, ſee Jut through a 
Glaſs darkly, bat then Face to Face ; that 
| | "0 


their 


ithout 
n the 
leſſed 
F our 
c Uni. 
orioug 
Chri. 
YDnten- 
fion'd 
7(t us, 
Chit 
com. 


n the 
nding 
f any 
ſtood 
For, 
and 
ge is 
han 2 
baſe 
> Un- 
when 
that 
The 


y are 
ugh a 

that 
" 


to God and Man. 
| Crime committed upon Earth, but is oc- 
caſion d by this Rampant, Domineering 
| Faculty, acting contrary to the Dictates 


of Godlmeſs. 


is, when they come to Heaven they ſhall 
have more than a Glimpſe of either Per- 
ſons or Things. They Hall know even as 
alſo they are known ; for they ſhall then 
truly know God as they have hitherto been 
known by him. See Hammond upon the 
Place. 5 

And as the Underſtanding of the bleſ- 


ſed Spirits in Heaven is wonderfully re- 


fin d and ſublimated from what it was 


| whilſt they were upon Earth, ſo the Will, 


or that which we ſtile the Elective Fa- 
culty, ſhall undergo a moſt glorious Ele- 


vation. 


The Will of Man, during his abode 


here, is oftentimes thwarting and con- 


tradicting his Reaſon, that ſuperior Fa- 


culty. His Reaſon is (generally ſpeak- 


ing) a good and true Guide, and brings 
him into the right Way which leads to 
Life and Happineſs. But the Will too 
often runs counter to that, and leads him 
into crooked Paths, into dangerous By- 
ways, and draws him oft from his Dury 
There is ſcarce a 


of Right Realon. 


G 4 Whilſt 
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The Power &c. 


Whilſt Man carries the dull and heavy 
Lumber. of Mortality about him, he is 
naturally too apt to lean to the Animal 
Part of himſelf, and to be influenced by 
his brutiſh Luſts and Paſſions, being in- 
ſtigated through the conſent, of his per- 
verſe Will. 

Let Reaſon dictate to him never ſo 
clearly, and demonſtrate to him with all 
the perſpicuity that can be, that which 
is abſolutely and ſimply good, conſonant 


to the Laws of God, and the Tenor of 
his Holy Word, and though he perceives 


in his on Conſcience 5 it is truly ſo, 
yet the Will flying off, and through the 
prevalency of his irregular Appetites and 


Deſires, not, conſenting to perform the 
ſame, he is impetuouſly driven off from 
acting by true Principles, and is led 
away whitherſoever the Beaſt ſhall bave 1 


him. 


it as an Inferior thould be to his Supe- 


But with the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perlect, the Will doth entirely wait upon 
the Underſtanding, and is ſubſervient to 


rior. With them Reaſon, doth not pre- 


ere one thing, and the Will incline-to 


another, as it is too often known with 


us here; but with them they are conſo- 
nant to each other, and both of a piece, 
and 


of Godline oſs 


and both tending to. move thoſe Spirits 
to magnify their Creator. 
In à word, the Will of a Saint i in Hea- 


God's Will. It is entirely agreeable there- 
unto, and doth always Conform it ſelf to 
wha ret God commands, and never 
to obey. And this is one pecu- 
lar appineſs © 
ther ed under the Promiſe of the Life 
which is to come, as the Reward of our 
| Godlinefs in this World, ( viz.) that in 
that bleſſed Region there mall be no Jar- 
rings or Commotions. 

e read indeed of War being once in 
and Heaven. with that Arch-Rebel, who is 


the now the Devil. But he being conquer d, 


om and for ever chained to the infernal 5 
led no more War ſhall ever ariſe there. 
ave the Inhabitants above ſhall reign in — 


ect Peace, Amity, Love, and Joy for 


ade | evermore. 


„on In Heaven there will be nothing "ow 


to our iraſcible Paſſions to exerciſe them- 
pe - ſelves upon. There will be neither Fear 
re- nor Grief, nor Hatred, nor Anger, nor 
to Envy. There will be no Fear: There is 

ith Wo fear in love; but perfect love caſteth out 
ſo- ear; becauſe fear hath torments, ſays 


ce, Pt. John, 1 Epiſt. Chap. 4. ver. 18. But 
ind no 


ven is never known to interfere; with 


Heaven, as being com- 
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no Torment ſhall appear where Peace 


and Tranquility of Mind do everlaſtingly 


delight. No Grief ſhall ever affect them; 
for their Life is a State of continued, ia- 
ceſſant joy. Hatred in Heaven there 
cannot be, for the Object of their Ado- 
ration is God, who is fo lovely thatyhe is 
Love; it ſelf. Neither is chere anYFAn- 
ger among theſe hint Light. For 
there's no room for Anger where there's 
nothing to provoke that Paſſion, nothing 
to be angry at. And as for Envy, it has 
never ſet up its Seat there, ſince the 
grand Rebel and his proud Aſſociates 
have been caſt out. In ſhort, it would 
be a Contradiction in Termini to ima- 
gine any of theſe Paſſions (or the like 
tort) to reſide among thoſe Inhabitants, 
who with the Holy Angels are rendring 
alt Adoration , and Praiſe, and Power, 
and Honour, and Thankſgiving to him 
who fitteth on the Throne, and to the 
Lord God Almighty are ſinging their E- 
ternal Hallelujahs. „ 
And as in Heaven there's nothing to 
exerciſe our iraſcible Paſſions upon, ſo in 
that Place of Enjoyment and Fruition 
even our Concupiſcible Affections of 
Hope and Deſire ſhall be for ever ſwal- 
low'd up. And this very thing St. Faul 
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f of Godlmeſs. 


in plain Terms tells us, by ſaying, Hope 
that is ſeen is not Hope; for what a Man 
ſeeth, why doth be yet hope for it? Rom. 


8. 24; What a Man doth actually enjoy 
and is in poſſeſſion of he needs neither 
defire nor hope for. For, Poſſeſſion and 
Fruition do ſuperſede all our Hopes and 
Deſires. And thus it is with the People 
of God in the other Life. They actu- 
ally enjoy and poſſeſs all the Happineſs 


imaginable they are capable of. In Hea- 


ven they enjoy, and ſhall to all Eternity, 
what they deſir'd and hoped for upon 
Earth, and conſequently, thoſe concu- 
piſcible Affections of Hope and Deſire, 
ſhall in the Region of Bliſs and Conſum- 
mation vaniſh and be no more. They are 
ſupervacaneous and uſeleſs, they ceaſe, 
they are ſuperſeded. ts 

And as the Souls of Saints departed 


are perfectly happy, ſo their Bodies we 


may be ſure ſhall partake of a proporti- 
onate Bliſs. 'Tis impoſſible for any Mor- 


tal to expreſs, or even to imagine the 
happy Change of their Bodies after the 
Day of judgment, from what they were 
whilſt they lived upon Earth. Whilſt 
they were here united to their Souls they 
were but dull and heavy, and great hin- 


drances to their Souls doing their Duty. 
es For, 
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o, deir Bodies then were compound. 


2 ed of p 850 lumpiſh, and unactiye Mat- 
ter, pd, were continual Clogs to the 
more nd hl .and ſprightly Operations of 
their So 5 their better part. They 
were unactive in their Frame, unweildy 
in their Nature, and ſubject to all man- 
ner of, N and at beſt were but 
erpet ly. tending to 
PEPE 00, Corrup tion. 4h beſe were the 
dul 1 88 which God was 
peng to allot them during their abode 
1ere.,., But in the other Liſs. theſe Earth- 
ly Tabernacles of theirs, and of all others 
in the World, who have departed. in the 
true F aith and Fear of Chriſt, ſnall doubt- 
leſs be rewarded with a glorious Exalta- 
tion, as well as their Souls. The Bodies 
of all thoſe. Men and Women, who have 
lorified God in their Lives by the pra- 
Kies of Righteouſqeſs and true Holineſs, 
ſhall be diveſted in the other World of 
all the heavy Lumber, of all the uneaſi- 
neſs they were cumber'd with here. 
They ſhall be ſublimated to the ut- 
moſt degree; - otherwiſe, it cannot be 
imagin'd, how they ſhall be able to bear 
the happ neſs of _ mighty Change 
which wal be at the great Day. Yea, 
ſo great ſhall their n be by their 
new 


ath, Rotten- 


und. new,. Acceſſion of Light and Glory, and 
Mat- their being ſo ee Spiritualiz d 
the that ſcarce any thing of ſameneſs ſhalt | 
s of || em in'their gloriicd Bodies, dt Whar | 
"hey they were before that Change, exceptiag 


ay bare Matter and Subftänce. 


nan- | # Mo ed 
but a glorified Saint 1 


«x7 = 


ten- & 8 | 
the ſation is in Heaven, from whence alfo we 
was of for the Saviour, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ode who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may 
rth- be faſhioned like unto hjs glorious B ady, ac- 
hers cording to the working whereby he i able 
the even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf, 
© EL 3. + Þ © a oe ds 
ita. He fays, that our Saviour ſhall change 
Jave ! like unto his gloridus Body. And ſure 
pra- this will be no ſmall addition of Happi- 
1eſs, neſs to the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
4 of | fe, that even their Bodies, although 
-aſi- Þ but Duſt and Aſhes once, ſhall /be made 
like unto our Saviour's. What > Shall 
ut- the Bodies of Men, be ever faſhion'd. like 
be | unto the-glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
ear | O bleſſed Aftoniſhment ! O Wonder of 
nge | Goodneſs and Mercy! If this be ſo, as 
ea, without doubt it is, what Praiſe and 
heir | Adoration can we ſufficiently render to 
22 x the 


new 


The Power, &c. 
the Almighty for this his infinite Love 
towards the Children of Men! 

The Sun it ſelf in its Meridian Bright- 
neſs muſt not dare to ſhew its Head ; for 
it ſhall ſuffer a ſhameful Eclipſe if com- 
pared to the glorious Body of our Savi- 
our in Heaven. And yet the Bodies of 
the Saints there, ſhall become like unto 
that ; that is, they ſhall be made con- 
formable to his preſent glorious Body. 
We can behold nothing in this World 
brighter than the Sun, and yet the Body 
of Chriſt is far brighter than that; and 
conſequently, the Bodies of Saints being 
faſhion'd like unto his, muſt ſhine with 


more amazing Splendor than the Sun it 


ſel And this great Change ſhall be 
wrought through theOmnipetence ofGod 
our Saviour. For, as it hath been ſaid, he 
ſhall change our vile Body that it may 
be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body, 
according to the working whereby he 


is able to ſubdue all things unto him- 


ſelf. 

If He then who made and redeemed 
the World; if He who is All- powerful 
in Himſelf, if He who hath called us out 
of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, 
hath engaged to work this ſtupendious 
Change upon the Bodies of all his Saints, 
as 


as queſtionleſs he has, then they {hall 
for ever ſhine with all the Sprightlinefs . 
and Vigor, with all the Luſtre and Beau- 
ty that their Thoughts can poſſibly con- 
ceive, or their Tongues be able to ex- 
e 1 ie 01 1 
The Soul and Body of the Righteous, 
being united in the other Life, and with- 
al being ſo glorious in themſelves, muſt 
needs make the whole Man abfolutely 
and entirely happy. - For, what ſhould 
| hinder the Saints of God from being ſo, 
who have nothing in the whole Univerſe 
that is, able to give them any Trouble, 
Diſcontefit, or Diſturbance > They are 
at perfect Eaſe, and have their Hearts 
deſire, and ſhall have ſo to Eternity. 
Their Souls and Bodies are continu- 
ally fetting forth God's Glory and Ho- 
nour in Acts of Praiſe and Adoration, 
and in doing Homage to Him who has 
advanc'd them to that Honour and Dig- 
| nity which they undeſervedly enjoy. 
Their Souls are always wrapt up with 
Noble and Exalted Thoughts of the 
: Greatneſs and Goodneſs of God. Their 
Thoughts are always employed in doing 
| the Will. of God; and they are never 
more delighted with the grand Pleafures 
above, than when they are upon the 


Wing 
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nels... 


Wing of Duty aud Obedience. They 
never thin, or act any thing but what is 


conſonant to God's Hoy Will and Com- 


mands, | Nothing that is vain, or filthy 
or baſe, .or-, any ways unworthy: of God 


or derogatory to his Honour ſhall ever 


enter into them to contamitiate” their 
Perſons. They never deviate from Du- 
ty; neither ate they capable of enter- 
taining any thing unworthy of God, un- 


worthy of themſelves. Tis the Happi- 


neſs even of us in this World to be able 
in ſome meaſure to imitate God; but in 
nothing do we more imitate Him than 
when our Thoughts are holy, and con- 
ſtantly aſpiring towards Him and Good- 


8 10 VS. f " | a 
d. if we in our imperfect State are 
capable of glorifying God by ſanify'd 
Thoughts and good Deſires ; to what a 
bleſſed Pitch of Sanctiſication, and Ho- 
lineſs,, and Purity, muſt they beadvanc'd 
who have. not only good Thoughts of, 
and Aſpirations towards God, but are for 
ever beholding his Face, and ſeeing Him 
as He is? Such Creatures can never 


think amiſs of Him whom they are al- 


ways thinking upon, and charm'd with 
continual Beholding. 


And 


% Godlineſs. 


And as their Thoughts are good and 
Holy, ſo they are vaſtly comprehenſive. 
For, Goodneſs is no Bar to Greatneſs ; 
yea, it is Greatneſs. Holineſs is no di- 
ſparagement or hindrance to the Under- 
ſtanding of the Spirits of Juſt Men made 
perfect. No : He who gives them Good- 


| neſs, gives them their Greatneſs of Un- 
| derſtanding alſo ; and their Happineſs 
| muſt conſiſt of 
| Wiſdom, as well as perfect Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs. 


perfect Knowledge and 


Hence it is, we may rationaily con- 
clude, that in this World the molt wiſe 
People are (generally ſpeaking) the moſt 
religious too; it matters not what ſelf- 
conceited, vicious, halt-witted Hufis, and 
Libertines, may fancy and image. How- 


ever, this I am aſſured of, that it Wiſe 


Men are not good Men it is ex accident? ; 


of pure chance, and not from the natural 
tendency of the thing it ſelf. 
of Wit and Parts, and Underſtanding, 
and Learning, is of little or no Religion 
he is to be ſhunn'd, or hooted at, but 
not to be imitated, unleſs we will forſake 
God, and defpiſe the Examples of all 
good Men to follow ſuch a Brute. For 
we read that unto Man he ſaid : Behold 
the fear of the Lord that is Wiſdem ; and 


If a Man 
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to depart' from Evil is Underſtanding, 
WRT: H- 
The Happineſs. of the Righteous in 
the other Life conſiſts in their Know- 
ledge as well as Purity ; and in ſhort 1 
is compounded of both of them to- ture 
gether. For, as they are juſt and up- indi! 
right in their ways, ſo they are exqui- ¶ neſſe 
ſitely ſharp and quick in their Underſtand- here 
| ings, to know and diſtinguiſh of the na- and 
ture of Things in their different Appea- | Eter 
rances; and have a Judgment moſt ac- of a 
curate to diſcern, a Judgment that never their 
leads them into falſe Notions, or ſedu- ¶ they 
ceth them into erroneous Opinions. And er. 
as by their comprehenſive Knowledge (tha 
they do always know what is beſt to be / 
done, ſo by the perfect Rectitude of /hall 
their Wills they are always obedient, Þ 
and ready to do what is beſt to be done, 
and are chearful to follow the Will oi Rev. 
God in whatſoever he commands. | Ar 
And as they are thus entirely and ab-F their 
ſolutely happy in reſpect of thoſe twoſ leſs h 
Faculties, the Underſtanding and the ſhall 
Will, ſo they are in reſpect of their Pa. Com 
ſions alſo. They which to us here arc ons 
ſo often out of order, and do occafionÞ the E 
ſo many and great diſturbances within Apoſt 


our Breaſts, with them are for ever Calm ſors, 
and} be fo 


8: 


of Godlineſs. 


ing, | | 
8 and Sedate, Quiet, and at Reſt, with- 
- in out making the leaſt motion towards 
ow. Combuſtion. 45 
hort The Bodies alſo of theſe Bleſſed Crea- 
to- tures we may aſſure our ſelves are never 
up- indiſpoſed with any Ailments ky Sick- 
qui. neſſes, and Infirmities, as our's are 
and. Þ here; but they are in perfect Health 


e na- and Felicity, and ſhall continue ſo to all 
pea- Eternity. And this indeed is the Crown 
t ac- Jof all their Joy, the Quinteſſence of all 
\ever their Glory and Perfection; (vl.) that 
ſedu- they ſhall continue in their State for 
And ever. For thus we read, That zhere 
ledge (that is, in Heaven) God ſhall wipe 
to de away all tears from their eyes, and there 
Je of ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor 
dient, Hing, neither ſhall there be any more 
done, Hin: for the former things are paſt away. 
vin ol Rev. 21. 4. 

And as they are for ever happy in 
ad ab- their own Perfons, ſo they ſhall be no 
> tuol leſs happy in the Glorious Company they 
d the. ſhall converſe with in Heaven. If the 
ir Pal. Company of the moſt Renown'd Per. 
re an ſons that ever liv'd upon the Face of 
<aſionſ the Earth, ſuch as Patriarchs, Prophets, 
within Apoſtles, Saints, Martyrs and Conſeſ- 
Cala ſors, can make them happy, they ſhall 

and be ſo. If the Society of Angels and 
H 2 Arch- 


IP 
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Archangels, (who are Beings of a Su. the 
perior Order) with all their Harmoni- ] Or 
ous Converſation , can make them hap. Þ® /ay 


PY , they: ſhall be ſo. If God the Fa. 50. 
ther, who is for ever darting forth his har 
Love upon them, and cheriſhing them We 
with the Light of his Countenance, can vol 
make them happy, they ſhall be ſo. If Str. 
the Lamb of God, their Bleſſed Saviour 


and Redeemer, who thro' his SatisfaQi- 

on and Interceſſion brought them into » 
that State they are in, and in their own 
Nature is continually ordering all Things 
for their Everlaſting Well-being , can 
make them happy, they ſhall be ſo. It T 
God the Holy Ghoſt, who is always ſhall 
actuating their Minds with good Deſires fer | 
and moving upon the Face of theiſ Iv L 
Souls, by which they are for ever ben this 


and fixt upon that which will proc and 
their chiefeſt Good, can make them hapÞ cour 
py, they ſhall be ſo. In a word, if the in tt 
Knowledge of every thing which the done 
ought to know; if the Doing ever effab 
thing which they ought to do; if th a Rel 
Poſſeſſing every thing which they ar I hay 
2 capable of poſſeſſing ; and all this not fat ſtand 
a Time, but to Eternity, if this ca thing 
make them happy, they ſhall be ſo. upon 
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ſtand bv: 


; "nn Godlineſs. 


And now after all, who will ay that 


the Practice of Godlineſs is uprofitable > 


Or who will fay with the Wicked, who 


ſay unto God, What is the Almighty that we 
ſhould ſerve him? And what profit ſhall we 


have if we pray unto him? Job 21. 15. 


We have no Reaſon, I am ſure, to pro- 


voke God in this horrid , blaſphemous 
Strain. But on the other hand, we ought 
to bleſs God the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 
bone, by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 
from the dead. 1 Pet. f. 3. 


Thus, according to my poor and 


| ſhallow Capacity, I have endeavour'd to 


ſer forth the great Advantages of a god- 
ly Life beyond any thing we can imagine 
this ſide the Grave, I have took pains, 


courſe to that Head, and to fer it forth 
in that Way and Method which I have 
done, on purpoſe to demonſtrate the in- 
effable Proſpect, the glorious Fruits of 
a Religions and Godly Lite. And what 
have ſaid, I truſt in God I am able to 
v : Yea, I will ſtand by every 
thing to a Tittle which J have now writ 


H 3 


upon this Subject. 


I hope 


For 
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hope now that all of us who pre- 
tend to the very Name of Chriſtians, 
may be. ſo far in earneſt with our own 
Salvation as to conform our ſylves to 
the Habit of. Godlineſs, and not think 
our ſelves at any time ſo mighty wiſe as 
to-be above the Rules and Ordinances of 
Religion. For by this very thing, in- 
ſtead of being wiſe, we ſhall become not 
only Fools, but the worſt of Fools. Let 
us not ſnuff at Godlineſs, as being ei- 
ther pedantick, inſignificant, or truit- 
leſs ; tor doubtleſs it is the moſt profita- 
ble Jewel in the whole World ; yea, it 
is ſuch a Jewel as is able to purchaſe 
the Happineſs of both Worlds. Cer- 
tainly then we may in all Reaſon affirm 
with St. Paul, that it i profitable unto all 
things. | ws 
But after all that hath been ſaid as 
touching  Godlineſs, give me leave to 


ſay, that by it I do not mean that ſuper- 


ficial, formal, fantaſtick Piety, by which 
Cheats and Hypocrites mock God, and 
delude the World and their own Souls. 
do not mean that frothy, that empty 
Piety which fits only upon the Sur- þ 
face; that Piety which conſiſts in nothing 
ſo much as in a ghaſtly Look, in a formal 
manner of ſpeaking, and a hollow 1 

a which F 


of Godlineſs. 


which hovers only on the Outſide of 
the Man, and, in the end, makes him 
neither the better, nor the wiſer. And 
this is true Otherwiſe we ſhould not 
daily ſee ſo many formal Idiots, ſo ma- 
ny fly and cunning Knaves, put on a 
Semblance , and reach the Superficies of 
this Grand Duty, tho they advance no 
further. I do not mean, TI fay, this 
Sort of Piety or Godlineſs. Away with 
it: Tt is good for nothing. It is mere 
Pageantry and Hypocriſy ; it is nonſen- 
ſical in it ſelf, and ridiculous in Nature, 
and is an Abominatjon to God, and all 
wiſe good Men. 

There are a Sort of People that ap- 
| pear to be great Religioniſts, tho in 
truth they are far from being ſuch, 
' Theſe are the People who are apt to fan- 
cy none ſo good as themſelves. But this 
is an Height of Arrogancy which can 
never be tetch'd from Religion ; for it 
directly tends to overthrow it. And it 
is a {ſtrong Argument to me, that theſe 
very People; whoſe chief Aim it is to 
ſeem to be Religious, and not to be tru- 
ly ſo, and to make the World believe 
that they are extreme good, are really 
and truly in themſelves good for no- 
thing. And I do preſume, that if their 


H 4 Wit- 
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Wiſdom and their Picty were tobe weigh- 
ed in the Balance, 'they would both be 
found wanting. The Piety therefore 
which I mean muſt be rational, well. 
grounded, ſevere, habituated, lincere, 
uniform, manly. A Piety that at no 
time mall lurch us; but at all times ſhall 
be ſure to preſerve us in all our Goings, 
and keep us fafe in the direct and right 


Way which leads to Honour, Bliſs, and 
Glory. 


And now I challenge any one, of 
what Condition, Order, Degree, Quali- 
ty, Station, or Employment he be, to Þ 
ſhew me why any Man, why every Man 
upon the Face of the Earth, ſhould not Þ 
devote himſelf to the Practice of God- 
lines and true Holineſs. That People 
ſhould be Villains, that they ſhould be 
heterodox in their Principles, and vici- 
ous in their Lives, is horridly ſtrange ; Þ 
but that they ſhould be ſound in the Faith 
of Chriſt, and live godly Lives, is no 


wonder at all, ſince great is the Profit as 


well as Power of Godlineſs. For, to 
ſhut up all in one Word, this is the Con- 
| dee of our whole Matter; ; Godlineſs | 

profitable unto all things, having pro- 
il. of the Life that wow is, and of that | 


which is to come. 
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of Godlineſs. 
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1 of all Power and Might, who art 


the Author and Giver of all good 


| things ; Graft in our hearts the Love of 
| thy Name, increaſe in us true Religion, 
8 nouriſh us with all Goodneſs, and of thy 
great mercy keep us in the ſame, thro Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Now to God the Father, &. 
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1C * 3 XIII. 13. 


But the greateſi of theſe 


HE main Drift and Deſign of 

k the bleſſed Apoſtle in this Chap- 
ter, is to ſet forth the Grace of 
Charity in a high and glorious manner, 
as being that which ſurmounts all other 
Graces ; or to ſpeak more effeQually and 
to the purpoſe, as being that very Grace 
without which all others are nothing 
worth. For, if Charity be not an In- 
gredient, and (as I muſt needs ſay) the 
main one too in all our Religious Per- 
formances, they will avail us but little in 


the end. They will ſtand us in little 
ſtead, 


— 4 
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Read, unleſs to upbraid us for our Folly 


. when God ſhall call us to Account at the Chri 
laſt Day. 


ill 

Tis Charity which crowns all our W 
Actions and makes them delectable, ho- an 
nourable, and acceptable in the Sight of glor 


God. It gives Validity and Efficacy to 
all our Deeds, and ſhews our Duty i in Nof f 
its right hue and complexion. But if N the 
we will abſtract Charity from our Chri- the 
ſtian Performances, if we will ſeparate et 
this Vertue, this Grace which enlivens N us ( 
and enobles all the reſt, our Religion.may ¶ the 
evaporate into Clamour and a Noiſe ; igt 
it may turn to Pride, Hypocriſy, Oſten- in 7 
tation, Cunning, Sc. but it will never in ap 
anſwer the Deſign of the Holy Goſpel, the 
or make us true Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt Tem 
Religion is a Jeſt, it is meer Pageantry Fe 
and Mockery when Charity is wanting. Cun 
And this we ſhall find true by ſad and cont 
woful experience, if we could allow our pear 
ſelves ſo much leiſure at preſent as to ex- only 
-patiate upon the thing at large. But I to 
hall not dwell long upon the Subject, your 
but hint at it. to hi 
'Tis demonſtrable from Reaſon as well the | 
as Holy Scripture, and from daily Ex- Wor 
perience as well as both, that Religion I Og. 


8 Charity, is nothing but that fe 
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„ ee, e 
ſed Clue by which the Devil hampers the 
Souls of Men; and under the Mask of 
Chriſtianiry keeps them Slaves to his 
Will and Pleaſure. 2 | 
The Devil knows, that it was the 
want of this which turn'd him out of his 
glorious State in Heaven. And as it 
turn'd him out, ſo it ſhall ſhut the Gates 
of Heaven againſt us alſo. This doth 
the grand Deceiver know. And that 
the thing is true in it ſelf, is plain, For, 
let Charity become a Stranger among 
us (as God knows it is too much) and 
the Devil ſhall allow us to be Holy, and 
Righteous, and Chaſte, and Sober, &c. 
in ſhew and pretence. Let us be Saints 
in appearance, whilſt in very truth we are 
the Servants of Sin, and we prevent the 
Tempter from retaining us any further. 
For why ? Such is the Stratagem, the 
Cunning of this evil one, that he ſhall be 
content to have us righteous and holyin ap- 
pearance,provided we are ſo in appearance 
only. It is the Maſter- piece in his Politicks 
to ſuffer People to be Religious and De- 
vout, and yet be able to keep them Slaves 
to his Tyranny as firmly as if they were 
the moſt barefac'd Sinners in the whole 
World ; as if they were the moſt general 
Offcnders againſt God, and had actually 


tranſgreſs'd 
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tranſgreſs d all his Commands. And by 
this he doth himſelf moſt Service, and 
with that moſt Miſchief to the World. 
If he brings us off from ſerving God by 
one wilful Sin, it makes as much for his 
purpoſe (without doubt) as if he had 
tempted us to have broke all the Laws of 
God. For, it is not the bare Commilii- 
on of Sin, nor yet the Multiplicity of 
Sins, nor the Repetition of them in our 
Practice, but alſo the defect of one Di- 


vine Grace, and eſpecially this of Cha- 


rity, which will prove us Diſciples of a 
wrong Maſter. I explain my ſelf thus; 
Tt is not only an open' and downright 
njuſtice, or Intemperance, or Pro- 
phaneneſs, or any other Sin that we can 
name, that ſhall ſeparate us from God ; 
bur it is alſo the open profeſſing the con- 


trary Virtues, viz. Juſtice, Temperance, 


and Holineſs, whenas Charity in the 
mean time is wholly wanting. All other 
Gifts, all other Graces, all other Ver- 
tues; how excellent ſoever they may be 
in their kind, are nothing worth, with- 
out this particular Grace. 

They loſe their bleſſed Effects ſepara- 
ted from Charity. Charity like a preci- 
ous Dew or gentle Shower kindly de- 


ſcends upon us, and makes us capable ot, 


noble 
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Charity, &c. 


d by I noble Productions. All our Deeds thrive 
and under it; but without it nothing pro- 
orld. WW ſpers. Let our Actions be never ſo 
d by Eplauſible, never ſo admirable or promi- 


r his ſing in the Eye of the World, they dye, 
had they dwindle into nothing, unleſs it be 
ws of ¶ into that which ſhall be ſure to prove 
niſſi- Wour Bane. - 0) 
ty of From the Words of my Text, I ſhall 
1 out ¶conſider theſe Three Things chiefly ; 
e Di- Vir.) 
Cha- | 
of 2 Firſt, The Excellency of Charity, as 
thus; Wit may be taken in its own Nature, and 
right Wn the true Notion of it. 
Pro- Secondly, The Prevalency of it over 
e can Wall our Religious Performances. 
God 7hirdly and Laſtly, The Preeminence 


2 CON- If it above the other Graces of Faith 
rance, 


n the 
other 
Ver- 
lay be 
with. 


. 


ow abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe 
bree; but the greateſt of theſe is cha- 
ity. 


Firſt, T ſhall conſider the Excellency 
Charity as it may be taken in its own 
ſepara · Nature, and in the true Notion of it. 
prec-We are not able to reach the Height of 
ly de. is Grace in its full Latitude and Extent. 
able offt. Paul we muſt all allow to have went 

noble 1 as 


nd Hope. For ſays the Apoſtle, And - 


4 * 
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as far this way as any Man ; and yet he 
comes far ſhort in his Panegyrick of it, 
if we will conſider it in Relation to God 
and the other World. And this 1s evi- 
dent. Becauſe the Love of God is inh- 
nite and boundleſs ; and doth not come 
within the Compaſs of our finite Under. 
ſtanding to dive into. Charity is the 
Buſineſs, the Work of Heaven to Ever. 
laſting Ages, and cannot be comprehend. 
ed by us. | 

Now, this very thing which I affirm, (3 
the great Apoſtle himſelf acknowledg . this 
eth to all Intents and Purpoſes. No 


Man, whilſt he carries Mortality about * 
him, is able to deſcribe, much leſs ade. ,,;. 


quately to define any thing of Heaven in 
its full Light. No; for when the Map on) 
was caught up into the Third Heaven, 3 And 
we read; the Product of his Extaſy wa ſeth 
only this; He ſaw and heard great} « þ 
Things, but they were by him uncon-FW « 1; 
ceivable and unſpeakable. 7 knew a ma 
(fays he) above fourteen years ago, (whe 


ther in the body, I cannot tell ; or out « i 
the body, I cannot tell: God Tnowe th « it 
*fach a one caught up to the third Heaven « i 
And I knew ſuch a man ( whether in t « 
body or out of the body, I cannot tell; G « x4 
Knoweth) how that he was caught up in « p. 
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Charity, &c. 


| Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, 


which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
2 Cor. 12. 2, 2, 4 Now we ſee (lays 
the ſame Apoſtle ) through a glaſs darkly. 
That is, the Knowledge we have of 
Heaven and Heavenly Things, is by a 
Twilight, and thro' a Cloud ; and con- 
ſequently, we ought to be very well con- 
tented if we cannot deſcribe that Love, 
that Charity which is the Glorious Ex- 


erciſe of Saints and Angels in the Bleſ- 


| ſed and Eternal Manſions above. 
vledg-· 


No 


And 
this I preſume may be ſome, nay , the 
main Argument of our Apoſtle's prefer- 
ring Charity before Faith and Hope; 
viz. its Excellency and Duration : Cha- 
rity never fails. That is, it ſhall not 
only be our Work now, but for ever. 
And ſo the Learned Hammond paraphra- 
ſeth it. © And for this Charity ( fays 
* he) the Love of God and our Bre- 
* thren, as it hath many Branches of 
* Excellent Virtue in it, ſo hath it Pri- 
* vileges above all other Graces or Gifts 


| © of the Spirit, particularly this; That 


it ſhall be uſeful to us, and be exer- 


* cifed by us in another World; it ſhall 


* never be out-dated, but laſt even in 
* Heaven, when our imperfect Gitts of 
* Prophecy, Languages, Explication of 

2 Myſte- 
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* Myſteries , "ſhall be ſwallowed up 
i in that Abyſs of Perfection. Thus 
He: | 

We commence our Charity now, that 
in Heaven we may exerciſe it for ever. 
Here we are Practitioners in it; we 
make our Advancements towards i it, and 
our Progreſs in it, that hereafter we may 
be compleated in it. For, when this 
World ſhall be diſſolv'd, and be no more, 


it 1s certain this Grace endures, and ſhal \ 


do ſo to Eternity. 
But if we will conſider Faith and 


Hope, we ſnall find they are of a ſhonÞ 
Duration, and do only attend us in this 


Life. They are periſhable as well as 
the very Bodies we carry about us; and 
there ſhall be a time when theſe Grace 
as neceſſary, as comfortable as they are 


to us now, ſhall be ſwallowed up, and 


parat. 
ces v 
their 
this, 
read in my Text, and in ſundry Places [then 


; culiar 


ſhall utterly vaniſh. 

But I proceed to ſpeak in general ol 
the Excellency of Charity in its own 
Nature. 


of Holy Scripture, is Love; which in. 
deed is comprehenſive enough; for it b 
ſaid, that it is the fulfilling of | the lau, 


83 13. 10. pH ou y v0 1 * dq 


make 


The Meaning is, Love or Charity (for IÞ 


The Greek Word 2347», as weg 


ſomev 


reſt. 


1 up 
Thus 


Charity, &c. 
make no Diſtinction at preſent in the 
Signification of the Word) is the Pleni- 


tude, or Completion, or Perfection of 
the Law. The whole Text runs thus : 


that Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : there- 
ever. ¶ fore Love is the fulfilling of the Law. Let 
eus reflect upon theſe Words, and we 
„and hall find that the Excellency of this 
* MAY Grace will appear from the very Refle- 
this dion. It is the Fulfilling of the Law. 
more, That is, it is a Grace that is redundant; 
hall and in its own Nature denotes ſomewhat 
| of Preeminence and Superiority above 
and other Graces. For whereas other Graces 
ſhon | may be the Beginnings, or the Inlets to 
n this Religion, this is the Perfection, the 
ell a conſummation of it and gives it Life, 
h and Health, and Soundneſs to all its Parts, 
Face: and is the leading Principle of our whole 
-Y are Chriſtian State. For, if thoſe Actions 
„and which are really good in themſelves, ſe- 
parate from all miſchievous Conſequen- 
ral oi ces which may attend them, do change 
on their very Form, their Nature, when 
as we this, even this only Grace is wanting; 
Places then it argues it to be of a Stamp pe- 
ch 1n- culiarly noble, and that it has in it 
r It i ſomewhat more than common to the 
4 lau, reſt. 
2 . 
(for I I 3 But 


make 
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ing, Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, Conde. 


what do they tend, but to point out to 
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But that I may ſet forth Charity as 
eminently and withal as compendiouſiy 
as I can, I ſhall conſider it in Two 
Reſpects. 1. As it is an Attribute of 
God. 2. As it is a Grace, a Virtuous 
Qualification in Man. 

I. I ſhall conſider it as it is anAttribute 
of God, 'Tis an Attribute in which he 
has moſt delighted to ſhew himſelf to 
Mankind; and by which he has in a 
moſt conſpicuous manner diſplay'd him- 
ſelf thro' the whole Tenor of the Go- 
ſpel. What are all the Texts of the 
New Teſtament which mention God's 
Love, Mercy, Forgiveneſs, Long-ſuffer- 


ſcenſion, c. what are they but ſo ma. 
ny Eulogies, ſo many Magnificats of this 
great Attribute? What are they, or to 


us how God's Love and Goodneſs arc 
diſplay'd to the Sons of Men , in order 
to draw them after him, and to make 
them like unto himſelf - 

By this we become moſt like our Hes 
venly Father. By this we imitate Go 
in his moſt delightful Perfection, and 
ſhew our Love to him who is even Love 
it ſelf. And thus we read, x Joh. 4. 8 
fr; Or EY e ; n. 
9. e 
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cod, for Cod is Love. 
feſted the Love of God towards us, Here- 


ſo plain and evident in it ſelf. 


Charity, &c. 
In this was mani- 


in is Love; not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us. And ſundry other Texts 
of Holy Scripture I could cite, was there 
Occaſion for it: But'T forbear them, as 
not thinking it neceſſary to prove a thing 
To prove 
that God is Loving and Charitable, and 
that his Love or Charity is extended to 
every Individual of usRational Creatures, 
whom he has dignified with his own I- 
mage ; To prove this, I ſay, would be 
juſt as neceſſary and as wiſe, as to de- 
monſtrate by Rule and Propoſition that 
the Sun can ſhine at Noon-day. For, if 
the meaneſt Animal feels God's Goodneſs, 
and is perpetually glorifying its Creator 
for his Love and Benevolence towards it, 
how ſhall Man forbear Praiſing him for 
the ſame? No; let not Man forget his 
Gracious Love; if he doth, he ſinks 
much below himſelf, and degenerates not 
ſo much into a Beaſt as into a Fiend of 
Hell, a Devil, 
Love or Charity to Mankind, I ſhall 
briefly conſider it in a Twofold Reſpect. 

I/t. In Reſpect of his Creating us. 

244%. In Reſpect of his Redeeming 
us, 


14 


In ſpeaking of God's 


3 
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1 ff. I ſhall conſider God's Charity in 
reſpect of his creating us. Certainly it 
muſt be deemed a Token of no ſmall 
Love and Kindneſs to the Creature, that 
God ſhould give it his own Image. And 
ſuch an Honour had Man'conferr'd upon 
him beyond all other Beings of the 
Earth which God had made. When his 
Almighty Fiat had took its range, and 
formed the rude and wild Chaos into fo 
many diſtin Beings, we read that He 


made Man of a Mold better than all the | 


reſt; for He made him after his own 


Likeneſs and Image, when as none of 


the reſt of his Earthly Creatures were ſo 
dignify'd and diſtinguiſhed. God ſaid, let 
us make Man in dur Image after our likeneſs, 
So God created Man in his own Image, in 
the Image of God created he him, Gen. 1. 
26, 27. | 

But that which moved the Almighty 


to give Man this noble Form was his pure Þ 


Love. God could not be neceſſitated to 
make a Clod of Earth a Man, more than 


He was to make it a Worm, a Fly, a 
Stick, or a Stone, or any other mean 
Neither had 
the dull, lifeleſs Element any natural Ap- 
tirude in it to work, or produce a Man 


Creature that was made. 


rather than any other Creature. The 


Earth | 


| feAtion, 
| and yielding to the Temptation of the 


Charity , &e. 


Earth was a nihilum Subjefti ; the Sub- 
ject in it ſelf, in its own Nature was to- 
tally incapacitated for ſuch a glorious 
Make ; therefore it was God's ſuperabun- 
dant Goodneſs that induced Him to give 
Man a Being beyond other Earthly Be- 
ings. Thus the Son of Wiſdom, ſpeak- 
ing of the Excellency of Man's Nature, 
ſays, God created Man to be Immortal, 
and made him to be an Image of his own 
Eternity. 

And this Image of his own Eternity 
we know how excellently it came forth ; 


| we know in what Glory it appear'd, and 


how that Glory ſhone in its utmoſt Per- 
till through his baſe Revolt, 


Tempter it faded, and at laſt dwindled 
into nothing in compariſon of what it 


once was when God firſt breathed into 
him. Inſtead of Perfection and unmix'd 
Beatitude , nothing but Imperfection, 
and Wo, and Miſery 
And in a word, the Image of God in 
Man was ſo horribly defac'd through 
Adams Sin, that hardly did any thing ot it 
ſhine forth in Man fallen, in compariſon 
of what it did in Man upright. 
was Man loſt by his Fall, and his Poſte- 
rity had been undone for ever had not 


could be found. 


Thus 


God's 
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God's Love fruſtrated the Devil's Malice, 
and recruited the Miſery of our firſt Pa- 
rents Sin by the Miſſion of the eternally 
begotten Son from his Boſom. And 
this is, 

2dly, God's Charity in reſpect of his 
redeeming us. And for this have we 
not reaſon to cry out with the Royal 
Pſalmiſt in his Pathetick Rapturous 
Strain? Lord, what is Man that thou art 
mindful of him, and the Son of Man that 


thou vifiteſ him Though God's Love 


was over-look'd by our firſt Parents Sin, 


yet (till it remained to us-ward, in that Þ 


he would not ſuffer his whole diſpleaſure 


to ariſe, and let us his benighted Off. Þ 


ſpring be undone for ever. 


'Tis true, we were once the Children 
of Wrath, and Heirs of nothing but off 


a corrupted Nature, of Sin, of Death, 
and Hell. But God's Love revoked the 


Doom, and made Adam's Curſe an occa-F 


ſion of our Bliſs. "Twas this which 
moved God bleſſed for ever to leave his 
Heavenly Abode in order to viſit us ; to 
be born in the Fleſh ; to live amongſt 


us; to die for us, and to riſe again for] 
our Juſtification 2 *T'was this which oc- 


caſiond our Saviour to aſcend into the 


Heavens, and continually to make inter- 
ors ceſſion 


alice, 
t Pa- 
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ceſſion ſor us at the right Hand of God 
the Father : 'Twas this which ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt in a miraculous manner up- 
on the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, 
by which they were enabled to work 
Miracles. And ſince thoſe miraculous 


. Influences and extraordinary Inſpirations - 


are withdrawn and wholly ceaſed, it is 
this which doth ſtill continue the Holy 
Ghoſt amongſt us in his ordinary Ope- 
rations, by the Illumination of our Un- 
derſtandings and Sanctification of our 
Hearts. | 
By the Illumination of our Under- 
ſtandings I do humbly conceive in brief, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is perpetually actu- 


things which do in a more eſpecial man- 
ner belong to our Spiritual Well-being ; 
or, to ſpeak one comprehenſive Word, 


by which we become wiſe unto Salva- 
1 occa-F 


which 
ave his 
us; top 
moneglt} 
ain for 
ich oc- 


tion. By the Sanctification of our Hearts 


I mean, that this ſame Holy Ghoſt, God 


bleſſed for ever, is continually inſpiring 


us with good Deſires, and is ſo purifying - 


and influencing us as to make us ready 
to perform all God's Commands with a 


chearful obedience, and to do his Will 


with pleaſure and delight. This is prov'd 


* from Titus 3. 5. For according to his mer- 
2 * ; 


9 
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cy he ſaveth us by the waſhing of Regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
And in 1 Cor. 6. 11. we thus read; But 


ye are waſhed, but ye are ſauctih'd in the 


Name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 
of our God. | 

The Words do amount to this, ( viz.) 
that whereas we are, through Adam's 
Fall by Nature averſe to Goodneſs, our 
Underſtandings and Wills vitiated and 
corrupted by our rampant, dominering 
Luſts, it is this Holy Spirit that ſo re- 
novates our whole Frame and Conſtitu- 
tion, that ſo alters and turns our Hearts, 
that we become new Creatures. The 
Old Man is crucify d in us, Sin is deſtroyed, 
and we henceforth do not ſerve Sin, Rom. 
6. 6. And again, But ye have not ſo 
learned Chriſt (ſays the ſame Apoſtle 
ſpeaking to the Gentiles) if ſo be that ye 
have heard him, and have been taught by 
him as the truth is in Feſus, that ye put 
off concerning the former Converſation the 
Old Map which is corrupt according to the 


' deceitful Luſts : And be renewed in the 


Spirit of your Mind, and that ye put on 
the New Man, which after God is created 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. 
4. 20, Oc. 


And 


Charity „ Kc. 


And is not this meer Charity in God, 
thus by his Holy Spitit to Call, Invite, 
and Follow us from time to time with 
his gracious Importunities through the 
whole Stage of our Lives, in order to 
reclaim us,. and reſtore us to a State of 
Glory and Immortality ? . 

And now ſay who can, if God has not 
abundantly ſhew'd his Love and Charity, 
his Goodneſs and Mercy, his Compaſſi- 
on and Condeſcenſion towards us the re- 
bellious Sons of Adam. And this He 
has done that we ſhould tranſcribe Him 
the Original, the Fountain of all Love, 
as faras our Capacity will let us, and our 
Mortal Nature will bear. As far, I ſay, 
as our Nature will bear. For we can 
imitate God only in thoſe Acts of his 
Goodneſs, which are by Humane Na- 
ture in ſome proportion imitable; and 
where we cannot-tranſcribe, we muſt with 
profound Fear and Reverence magnify 
him for the ſame. We cannot follow 
God in all the mighty Wonders of his 


Love ſo far as to arrive at any actual 


Commiſſion of them. For it is impoſſi- 
ble, witneſs his Miraculous Operations, 
&c. But yet this we can all do; We 
can Praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and 
declare the Wonders that he doth for the 

Children 
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Children of Men. But I paſs from Cha- 
rity as it is an Attribute of God, and 
ſhall conſider it, 

Zaly, As a Grace or vertuous Qualifi- 
cation in Man, as it is a Ray of God's 
Goodneſs infuſed into his Heart, through 
which he communicates his Glory to 
him, that He may make him, as far as 
he is capable, like unto Himſelf. And 
we are never more like God than when 


we conform all our Thoughts, our 


Words, our Actions, to the moſt righ. 
teous and ſure Standard of his holy Will. 
Thus we are commanded to be holy be- 
cauſe He is holy; to be merciful becauſe 


He is merciful ; and to be perfect as He 
is perfect. And if fo, it is our Duty to 


Copy our Charity from his. This is his 
moſt predominant Property (if I may fo 


ſpeak) and is often inſtill'd into us by 


his holy Penmen. Nay, it is ſo pathe- 


tically and effeQually inſtilled into us, 


that we are plainly and in moſt direct 


Terms told, that all our vertuous Qua- 
lifications, Gifts, and Graces, are inſig-Þ 
"nificant without it. Our very Hopes of 


another Lite, without this very Grace 
are fruſtrated and diſappointed. 
One of the excellent Collects of out 


Church doth more particularly ſhew us 


this 


ſake. 


Charity, &c. 
this grand Truth, wherein we are taughr 
to pray in this Form: O Lord, who haſt 
taught us that all our Doings, without Cha- 
rity are nothing worth ; ſend thy Holy 
Ghoſt, and pour into our Hearts that moſt 
excellent Gift of Charity, the very bond of 
Peace, and of all Vertues, without which 
whoſoever liveth is counted dead before thee : 


Grant this for thy only Son Jeſus Chriſt's 
Amen. 


The Collect is a ſhort Prayer (as eve- 


| ry one of our Church Collects is, and 


indeed ſhould be) but not a jot the 
worſe Prayer for being ſhort, or leſs 


| eſteemd by God for being ſo, ſince it is 


ſo full and comprehenſive as it is, and 


| compoſed according to the true, Chri- 


{tian Pattern; it matters not what Pha- 
natick Tgnorance and miſtaken Zeal, ac- 
companied with Pride and Ill-· nature, may 
prompt Men to ſuggeſt. So full and 
comprehenſive is the above-cited Prayer, 
that nothing in Nature can, I reall 


'F think, in ſo ſmall a Compaſs better ſet 
forth the Neceſſity as well as Excellency 
of this Grace, than it has. 


The Prayer 
was borrowed ( without doubt) from the 


great St. Paul himſelf, who in this 13. 
Ch. of the x Epiſt. to the Cor. ſays : 
Though I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men 


and 
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Angels, and have not Charity, I am 


and 
become as ſounding Braſs or a tinkling m. 
Bal. And though I have the Gift of Pro- 


phecy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 


Knowledge, ſo that I could remove Moun- 


tains, and. have not Charity, 1 am nothing. 


And though I beſtow all my Goods to feed 
the Poor, and though I give my Body to be 
burn'd,” and have not Charity, it profiteth 
me nothing. And wonderfully great is his 


Encomium of Charity even to the end of 


the Chapter. In other Places of Holy 
Scripture we are admoniſhd to follow 
Charity, to let all our things be done with 
Charity, above all things to put on Charity 
which is the bond of perfettneſs. Again, 
we are told that the end of the Command- 
ment is Charity, that we muſt be Examples 
in Charity, &c, All which Texts do ſerve 
to ſhew us the neceſſity of this excellent 
Grace to qualify us before God, and 
make our Actions acceptable in his 
Sight. 

There is no need of any further Re- 
commendation of this Grace than that it 
bears the Royal Stamp of Heaven upon 
it, and ſtreams forth from even the Di- 
vinity of God. God would have us en- 
tirely to ſerve Him here that we may be- 
atifically enjoy Him hereafter. And that 

we 


i 


, £ 
— % » 
1 ons 
*. 
- 


am we may be able to perform the Service 
ym- and enjoy the Beatitude, he has earneſtly 
pro-. recommended to our Practice this pecu- 
d all liar Grace of Charity, which ſhall be 
vun - our exerciſe in the other World, provi- 
bing. ded we firſt make it our buſineſs in this. 
feed And if Charity ſhall be our principal 
% be Exerciſe and Delight hereafter, no won- 
teth der that God ſhould command us to be 
3 his Practitioners in it here; no wonder that 
id of e is willing we ſhould have ſome Taſte 
Joly of it, ſome Ante-paſt of our Immortal 
ollow State, in this World, before that we come 
with perfectly to enjoy it in the World to 


arity come. If we will partake of its Hap- 
gain, Ipineſs, it is requiſite that we make our 
zand- Iſelves capable of reliſhing it before-hand 
ples Fin ſome meaſure and proportion. But 


e cannot be capable of attaining the 
leſledneſs of Heaven, if this anum neceſ- 
arium, this one thing neceſſary be wan- 
ing, to wit, Charity. 

I hope, whilſt T am treating of this 
xcellent Grace of Charity, T may not 
de thought guilty of the breach of it, if 

do aver that Uncharitableneſs ſhall 
iſſuredly ſhut the Gates of Heaven 
gainſt us, as any Sin whatſoever, by rea- 
on that it abſolutely and directly inca- 
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_ Cepting this of Charity, yet his Journey 


to the Devil than others have. Charity 


ſit down, and not move one Step for 
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2 us for the Joys of that glorious n 
n eee ee A 
Ih we mean to be happy hereafter, we c 
muſt be poſſeſs d here with all thoſe Ver. 0 
tues, thoſe Graces which God in his holy C 
Word commands us to praQtiſe ; and be 
eſpecially muſt we be endow d with the W W 
Grace of Charity, without which all ou 
others can profit us nothing, from the Te. tei 
ſtimony even of the Spirit of God. ; 
Let a Man be travelling the Road to 
Heaven with all the Accuracy, Niceneſs, 
and Cireumſpection that may be thought 
of, and is endued with all the Vertne 
pteſcribed in the whole Book of God ex 


will be to no purpoſe, unleſs in the end 
to ſhew his Miſtake, and that he ha 
been more careful and circumſpect to po 


is our main Viaticum in our Road to 
everlaſting Glory. He therefore who 
forgets this in his Way had e'en as goot 


ward ; for he ſhall never arrive to hi 
Journeys end which he deſign d. 
No Man can be happy in the othe 
World, unleſs in this World he firſt uſeti 
thoſe Religious Means which do natura 
ly tend to make him ſo But what can b 
mo 


ourney 
he end 
he has 
t to 80 
Charity 
oad to 
e who 
as good 
ep for 
> tO hi 


e othe 
{t uſeti 
natural 
can b 

mo 


1 Char ity, &c. 
more eſfectual to this purpoſe than the 
Acts of Charity 2 And for my part, I 


can aſſoon embrace the old Error of St, 
Origen, one of the Greet Fathers of our 


Church, that the Devils themſelves ſhall 
be ſaved at the Conflagration of the 


World, as believe that a proud, malici- 
ous, envious, uncharitable Man ſhall en- 
ter Heaven, and there become a Fellow 
Citizen with the Saints, and the Hauſhold 
of God. | | 

It is the delight of God to ſee Men 
like Himſelf ; but none are or can be 


more like Him than thoſe People who 


have conformed themſelves to the ever- 
laſting Standard of loving God for his 
own Glory, and their Neighbours for 
his ſake. For it is ſaid; This Command- 
ment have we. from him, that he who lov- 


eth God love bis brother alſo, x John 


—— 7, 

: 2dly, Let us conſider the Prevalency 
of Charity over our Religious Perfor- 
mances. It is ſo prevalent that it gives 
Life and Worth to all our Actions. Yea, 
our greateſt Actions, the moſt noble we 
can perform, quite alter their Nature, if 
ſeparate from this very Grace. Our 
Duty without this ſhall be our Sin, Ex. 


Gr. Without this our very Prayer ſhall 


K 2 become 


# - _ —  — 
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become a ſolemn Mockery of God. It 
is a downright Diſſimulation and Hypo- 
criſy. It is a drawing near to God with 
our Lips, when as our Hearts are all the 
while giving us the Lye; or, as the Pro- 
pher ſays, are far from him. 

Our bleſſed Lord in his Form teaches 
us to pray in theſe Words; Forgive us 


our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. But theſe Words in this 
Sandity 'd Prayer cannot be repeated by 
any proud, malicious Man without Im- 
Propriety, Inconſiſtency, and Contradi- 
tion. Such a Creature unhallows the 
Place he prays in. The Prayer is no 


Prayer to ſuch an one whilſt he is repeat- 


ing it: The Words amount to thus 


much; the proud and malicious Man 


prays with Form and Solemnity in the 
Face of the Congregation, that God 
would curſe him if he doth not forgive 
his Enemies, ig dg , Debtors ; 
thoſe who have done him Injury anyway. 
Forgive us as we forgive them / What is 


this, even in a literal Conſtruction, but 
to defire of God that we may not be 
'pardon'd unleſs we remit our Debtors, 
pardon our Treſpaſſers, our Enemies? 


-- 


— We 


Cbarity, &c. 


we ask Pardon of God, but then we 
ask with a Proviſo, and upon Condition. 


So that, if our Pardon from God de- 
pends (as without all peradventure it 
wholly doth) upon our forgiving our 
Brethren, then do we ſhut our ſelves out 
of all Mercy at God's Hands by deny- 
ing ours to them. By this our Petulan- 
ey and Sawcineſs, by this our Inſincerity 
and - Hypocriſy at the Throne of Grace, 
we provoke God's Anger and Indignation 
againſt us; but certainly we can never, 
from any colour of Reaſon, or pretence 
from Revelation, expect his Pardon. We 
may, its poſſible, think to appeaſe God 
with ſuch vile Inconſiſtency; but if we 
ſhould appeaſe him, the God whom we 
worſhip muſt be as ſtupid as our (elves, 
Do we expect that He will ſhew mercy 
to us whilſf we our ſelves are inexorable 
to our Brethren, and in our Hearts re- 
ſolve to continue ſo ? I am ſure, if we 


ſhould prevaricate at this rate in our 


Temporal Concerns as we do in our 
Spiritual, we ſhould ſcarce be thought 
to deſerve the Name of Men, much leſs 


of Chriſtians. But now, Charity you 


muſt know will ſerve to remove this 


heayy Lumber of the Soul, this Impe- 
diment, this Clog in our Flight upwards. - 


K®z It 
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Ft will make our Prayers mount as they 


ſhould do. It will make them aſcend 
with Ardor and Fervency. And this 
glorious Prayer aforeſaid (howſoever de- 
ſpisd by ſome enthuſiaſtick People) ſhall 
bring down a Bleſſing upon the Humble 
and fincere Supplicant, and a Grant of 
the Thing he prays for, namely; For- 
giveneſs of his Sins. - The charitable 
Man's Prayer is to this purpoſe when he 
repeats that particular part of our Sa- 
viour's Form: Lord, thou knoweſt 
* how I have ſinned and ſtand in need 
of thy gracious Goodneſs for Pardon, 
& which 1 hope I ſhall not forfeit by 'de- 
* nying it to others who have offended 


** 


me, and deſire it of me, but as freely 


* 


forgive them as I deſire to be forgi- 


„ven by thee. " 

But to repeat thoſe particular Words 
afore-cited of our Lord's Prayer with 2 
malicious Heart, an evil Eye, and a 
proud Imagination, is affronting God in 
his own Form, and inſtead of offering up 
2 Prayer to God, we are doing Sacrifice 
to the Devil. The ſhort is, he who has 
ſo many Talents forgiven him by his 
Lord out of meer Mercy and Compaſſi- 


on, muſt be deem'd a Monſter of Cru- 


elty 


'P 


Charity, &c. 
elty; who for a few Pence ſhall take his 
Brother by the Throat. | 

Prayer in it ſelf is our chiefeſt Good. 
It is the greateſt Thing we can perform 
in behalf of our ſelves whilſt we are 
Militant here on Earth. But Prayer 
without Charity is a deadly Evil, and 
For- ſerves for nothing more than to enhanſe 
able our Guilt before God. And of this let 
us have a mighty Care. In the 1ogth 
Pſalm; when the Royal Prophet was 
| dealt ſo ſeverely with through the Falſe- 
neſs, Hatred, Malice, and Ingratitude 
of his Enemies, as we read, his beſt Re- 
medy againſt rhem was Prayer. They 
have ſpoken againſt me (ſays he) with 
falſe tongues ; they compaſſed me about alſo 
with Words of Hatred, aud fought againſt me 
without a Cauſe. For the love that I had 
ords i wnto them, Lo, now they take my contrary 
tha part, but I give my ſelf unto Prayer. 
nd a Prayer (you ſee) was the Holy Man's 
Recommendation to God for his Prote- 
ction. But when he comes to imprecate 
the Ringleader, the Chief of thoſe his 
Enemies, amongſt his many Imprecati- 
ons and Woes denouncd, we find this 
to be one, namely, Let his Prayer be- 
Cru- | come Sin. As this was ſpoke by the Pro- 
elty phet, it was a denunciation of God's An- 
7 00 x ger 
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ger againſt his rancorous Enemy. An An. 
ger that was ſore and heavy enough. For, 
nothing can be ſuppos d more miſerable, 
than to have our very Duty become our 
Miſery; our greateſt Privilege, our 
greateſt Bleſſing this ſide Heaven, re- 
turn d upon us with Wo and Maledicti. 
on. Let hu Prayer become Sin, is not 2 
bare Wiſh or Deſire, as it would have 
been, had he not been a Prophet, and 
ſo have made the Curſe return upon 


his own Head. But as Holy David was 


a Prophet, it was nothing elſe but a 
Denouncing with Authority God's Wrath 
and Vengeance in this particular Curſe, 
for this his Enemy's ( Doeg's it is ſuppo- 


ſed) abominable Ingratitude, Treache- 


ry, Malice, and Hypocriſy towards him, 
without any Cauſe given on his Part. 
And this ſhall be our Caſe too, as it 
was David's Enemy's. Our Prayers, our 
Sacraments, our beſt Duties ſhall become 
our Sin, our Snare, for our Misbehavi- 


our in this Particular; and the Devil 


ſhall be ready to accuſe us another Day 
for this our Service done unto him; or, 
to ſpeak more comprehenſively in the 
P/almiſt's Phraſe, according to the Tran- 


ſlation of the Pſalms for our Morning 
and Evening Service, Satan ſhall ſland 


al 


- 


1An- 
For, 
able, 
> Our 

our 
„ I&- 
dicti- 
not 2 
have 

and 
upon 


4 was | 


but a 
Vrath 
2urſe, 
uppo- 
ache- 
him, 
. 
as it 
8, Our 
come 
ehavi- 
Devil 
r Day 
; or, 
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Charity „Kc. 
at our right Hand, and our Prayer ſhall 


be turned into Sin. From which heavy 
and curſed Doom , the Lord of his Infi- 


nite Mercy and Goodneſs deliver, us 


all. 

Great then muſt that Virtue, or Grace 
be, the Want of which is ſo very conſi- 
derable. And we may judge of the 
Greatneſs of a Thing ſometimes from 
the very want of it, as in this particular 


Caſe of Charity. 


But ſpeaking of this Provalency of 
Charity over our Religious Performan- 
ces, I ſhall conſider further of the Ne- 
ceſſity of it, from the Want of it in 
ſome Principal Concerns of Human Life. 
T have ſpoke already what Prayer is with- 
out Charity. I ſhall now lay down Four 
more Inſtances of eminent Concern to 
us, and ſhew , that they loſe their Effi- 
cacy, their Propriety of Goodneſs, their 
Worth, Validity, and Dignity, when ſe- 
parated from Charity; tho' otherwiſe, 
they in themſelves would have ſerv'd for 
moſt Noble Ends and Purpoſes. They 
are, 


4 


1. OurKnowledge of Things of — 0 


2. Our Belief of Things of Religion. 3. 
Our" r to the Poor. 4. Qur 
Offer. 
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Ong 7 up our ſelves to Death 
Occaſion. Theſe Things we — 
acknowledge are of great Moment and 
Conſequence ; and yet theſe, as conſide- 
rable as they are, the Apoſtle doth im- 
port are of no ſtead ; they profit us no- 
thing it we have not Charity. 


1. Our Knowledge of Things of Re- 
ligion, tho in it ſelf never ſo uſeful, ne- 
ver ſo neceſſary, ſtands us in no ſtead 
when Charity is wanting. Tho 7 have | 

the Gift of Prophecy , aud underſtand all 
Myſteries and all Knowledge , and have 10 
if Charity, I am nothing, x Cor. 1 3. 2. The 
= Gift of Prophecy in this particular Place 
«if of Holy Scripture is taken to ; ns 
* Ability of Expounding Holy Scripture. 
But let it be taken in other Senſes, ( as 
I know it may, and is iu other places) 
it matters not with me at preſent, and 
to my Buſineſs in hand; for I am ſure 
it muſt be Knowledge of Spiritual and 
Holy Things; and as ſuch it muſt be 
the Gift of God. That is, the Apoſtle 
doth ſuppoſe, that tho' he underſtood 
Holy Scripture never ſo accurately, and 
could unfold all the myſterious Parts of 
the Book of God, and dive into the ve- 
ry Bottom of them; tho' he knew a 
BINS | i the 


poke theſe Words in the 13th Chapter 


Charity, &c. © 


the ſubtle and dark Things of Reyelati- 
on, and had a full View of God's Secret 
Decrees, (which he owns he never had, 
tho' he was extraordinarily inſpired by 
God) yet if he wanted Charity, he 
ſhould be nothing. Nothing! That is, 
not Nothing in reſpe& of bare Know- 
ledge; but Nothing in reſpe& of what 
he ſhould have been, provided he had 
uſed that Knowledge to the End and 
Purpoſe ' which Charity would have 
prompted him. His Knowledge ( fim- 


| ply ſo ſpeaking ) would have been great 


tho' he had miſapply'd it; but if he had, 
it had been nothing worth to him or 
others, who would have benefited by it, 
had it been rightly and duly employ'd to 
the Glory of God, &c. 72 
The Words of St. Paul are a Suppoſi- 
tion; that tho' it was poſſible for him, 
or any Man in the World, to unfold the 
great Myſteries of God and Religion, 
and fathom the great Depths of thoſe 
Things which he profeſſeth he knew but 
darkly and in part only ; yet the want 
of Charity would denote this Knowledge 
to be Science falſiy ſo called, as he ſpeaks 


Mn another place. A Learned Commen-, 


tator of our own Church ſays, St. Paul 


of 
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of this Epiſtle to the Corinthians, in Con- 
futation of that curſed Pride of the Gyo- 
ftick Hereticks, who pretended to know 
every thing of Religion, and to explain 
even Myſteries themſelves. Such was 
the Opinion of themſelves, and Preju- 
dice againſt Truth, that they would ſub- 
vert ſound Doctrine, and ſeduce People 
into dangerous and.damnable Errors, un- 
der-pretence of Myſterious Knowledge. 
I fancy-ſome Enthuſiaſts of our Age are 
pretty near of Kin to thoſe Gnoſticks, in 
reſpect of their Pride and Uncharitable- 
neſs towards their Brethren , whatever 
they may be in reſpect of Knowledge; 
who under pretence. of greater Light, 
greater Helps from the Spirit. of God, 
greater Inſight into Revelation, &c. than 


what is common to other Mortals, (tho' 


the World knows that ſome of theſe 
eat Pretenders. have. not Common 
Senſe) have led away unwary and un- 
ſtable Souls to their utter Ruin. 
But had theſe mighty Gnoftzcks of old 
that Knowledge in Reality of the hidden 
Things of God, which they ſo impudent- 
ly and pragmatically pretended to ; yet 
it could not poſſibly have turn'd to any 
good Account, whilſt a proud Imagina- 


tion, and over-weening Thoughts of them- 


ſelves, Þ 
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ſelves, ſwell'd them above themſelves, 
advanc'd them above their Height, and 
intercepted them and Heaven. 

But we need not have recourſe to thoſe 
ancient Hereticks, no nor yet to our 
modern Enthuſiaſts. We can give an 
higher and greater Inſtance than theſe ; 
an Inſtance of a Perſon who was far 
greater in Knowledge than they were ; 
and yet Pride and Malice work'd his 
Theſe made him- nothing 
ſhall I fay 2 No; they made him Ten 
thouſand times worſe than nothing. 

An Angel of Light could never want 
Knowledge ; but when he wanted Cha- 
rity, we know how diſmal his Change 
was. Pride, Malice, Envy, Ingratitude 
work'd his Doom, and gave him his 
Downfal. And if proud Thoughts and 
an uncharitable Temper, &c. (for theſe 
occaſion d his Revolt in Heaven) did pro- 
voke God to turn him and his curſed 
Crew out of their Glorious State, and 
make a Devil of an Angel of Light ; 
let us beware of Malice, and Envy, and 
Pride, and all manner of Uncharitable- 
neſs. For tho' we cannot tumble from 


his Height, we may be Inheritors of 
his Fall, and for ever partake of his 
-unſpcakable Miſery. Knowledge with- 
| out 
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out Charity is of a deadly Conſequence: | m 
\ Tt ſerves to putt us up, and make us be.  Iy 
have our ſelves unſeemly, inſtead of Se 
communicating it for the Edifying of the Y c 
Church of Chriſt, and the Good of our at 
Brethren. XAnowledge puffeth up, but Cha Be 
rity edifieth, 1 Cor. 8. . hi: 
Knowledge is an uoruly thing, un- be 
leſs Charity directs its Application. It Y <a 
runs againſt Wind and Tide, and is ever : 
in danger of ſplitting againſt ſome Rock an 
or other when it wants this Ballaſt. What Y he 
is it (I wonder) doth more occaſion Hee an- 
reſies and Schiſms in the World than this, # ing 
when in Conjunction with Pride and Un-. ha: 
charitableneſs 2 What has occafion'd Ido- Te 
latry, Atheiſm, Socinianiſm, Deiſm, and he 
other Abominations amongſt us more hin 
than this 2 Tis this which makes a Man Bei 
deſpiſe Revelation, by thinking to ſtand 
by his own Wiſdom, and to be ſav'd by 
it too? Tis this which makes a Man 
ſceptical, ſingular, and dogmatical ; in- 
ſomuch that he will not go the common 
Road tho' it is ſure and ſaſe, and leads to 
Life. No ; he will walk in his own By- 
Path ; he will ſearch out a new Way to 
Salvation if poſſibly he can find one, 
and venture the Hazard of this his Sin- 
gularity. Tis this which makes = 
| mil- 
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miſconſtrue, mangle, and confound Ho- 
ly Scripture, wreſting it from its proper 
Senſe and Meaning to his own Deſtru- 
Aion. Tis this which makes him ſpurn 
at an implicit Faith, and proteſt againſt 
Believing any thing of Religion which 
his Reaſon (forſooth) doth not compre- 
hend. Tis this which provokes him to 
caſt a Slur upon God's Attributes, and 
make a Mock at our Saviour's Divini 

and Satisfaction, &c. Tis this by whic 

he makes God to be what he thinks fit, 
and by which he thinks of him accord- 
ing to the Model of his own Brain, and 
has his Notions of him from his*own 
Temper. So that if he be an Epicure, 


he will fancy God to be ſuch an one as 


himſelf ; a ſoft and voluptuous Being; a 
Being that is careleſs and lives at Eaſe, 
not heeding the Things tranſacted here 
below. Tf he be a Stoick, he will ima- 

ine God to be of a ſurly, moroſe, and 


| Inexorable Temper ; inflexible to the 


Supplications of ſinful Mortals. If he 
be a Platoniſt, he will frame an Idea of 
God from his own amorous Nature. He 
ſhall think he conſiſts of all Love, and 
Kindneſs, and Mercy, w thout the leaſt 


Intermixture of Wrath or Vengeance, 


how neceſſary ſoever it may be in its 
| own 
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own Nature, and in Time , and Place, 
and Perſon, as God ſhall be pleas d to 
ſhew himſelf. Theſe, and others that I 
could name, are the ſad Effects of Know- 
ledge without Charity. God of Heaven 
grant us Charity with our Knowledge, 
and then let him endow us with what 
Stock of Knowledge he pleaſeth ! God 
grant that we may not be more knowing 
than truly wiſe ; that in whatſoever Ca- 

acity , in whatſoever Concern our 
3 may be employ'd, this may 
be our ultimate End ; to wit, God's 
Glory, our own, and our Neighbour's 
Well. being. 


2dly. Our Belief of Things of Reli- 


gion without Charity is nothing worth. 


And thus it is ſaid: Tho 7 have all Faith 
fo that I could remove mountains, and 
have not Charity, I am nothing. The A- 
poſtle goes on. with his Suppoſition. 
That is, tho* his Faith were never ſo 


ſtrong and lively; tho' he was advanc'd 


to the higheſt degree of it, as to be able 
to remove Mountains, yet it he applied 
this Gift to a miſchievous Account, and 
not to the right End and Uſe for which 
it was given him, he would have been 
but a mere Babe of Grace, in Cott 
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ce, ſon of thoſe Men who had wholly con- 
to ſulted and acted for the Cauſe of God 
t 1 and Religion; in Compariſon of thoſe 
W- © Men, who had made it their Buſineſs to 
ven do good to others to their utmoſt Abi- 
Be, I lity. St. James, in his Second Chapter, 
hat and 19th Verſe, demonſtrates how inef- 
vod | feQual our Faith is when it is alone, and 
ing If ſeparate from Good Works. Thou be- 


Ca- lieve/t ( ſays he) that there is one God; 


our if thou doſt well; the Devils Believe and 
nay Þ© tremble. So then, barely to believe that 
od's God is, or rather that there is One God, 
urs or to acknowledge his Divinity, is one 

neceſſary Act of our Faith. But this is 

but the Carcaſe of it ; and will- not ad- 
Qeli- FE vance us one Step Heaven-ward without 
Yrth. Ia good Life correſponding. And this is 
aith prov'd by the afore- cited St. James. For 
and Ihe ſays, that the Devils themſelves be- 
e A- lieve; who notwithſtanding this their 
tion. bare Belief, are in actual Deſpair of be- 
er ſo Ning ſaved, and ſhall be ſo for ever. They 


znc'd Iſhall never enjoy God, and the Beatifick 
able FViſion. So that, if we believe, and yet 
plied don't act as Believers; that is, if our 

and Lives are not anſwerable to this par- 


icular Part of our Creed, we ſcarce do 
been any more than the Devils themſelves. 
1pari- A good Life therefore muſt accompany 

ſon "= our 
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| jets of our Liberality. For, what ſays 


* Chap. 10. Ver. 4. where it is ſaid, This 
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our Belief : But this cannot be, if Cha- 
rity be wanting. If Faith therefore ſe- 
parated from this Grace be a good Qua- 
lification , I don't know but the Devils 
themſelves have wherewithal to boaſt ; 
and our Belief ſhall ſtand us in juſt as 
much ſtead at the laſt Day as theirs, and 
no more. For (ſays the Apoſtle) as the 
body without the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith 
without works is dead alſo. Without 
Works! That is, without good Works, 
eſpeeially thoſe of Charity , without 
which our very Faith is dead. 


3dly. Our Liberality to the Poor, un- 
leſs it proceeds from a Charitable Inten- 
tion and Diſpoſition, and tends to a pt 
ous End, ſhall in no wiſe profit us, what- 
ſoever it may do the Poor, the Ob. 


Holy Text? Tho I give all my goods 1 
feed the poor, and have not Charity, i py 
profiteth me nothing. How ſo? To give Civ: 
an Alms is reckon'd a particular Branch „ 
of Charity. The Scripture affirms it in 
ſundry places, and particularly in Ad., 


alms are come up for a memorial before God 
The Alms of Cornelius were accepted 0 
God ; and why ſhould not ours, eſpeci 


ally 
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ally if we were fo liberal as to give all 


Va- the Poor ? To this 1 briefly and directly 
anſwer, by repeating the firſt and ſecond 
val ; J Verſes of the aforeſaid Chapter. There 

was a certain man in C&ſarea, called Cor- 
and „eliug „ a Centurion of the Band called the 


oy the Talian Band. A devout man, and one that 
faith feared God with all his houſe, which gave 
_ much alms to the people, and prayed to 


God alway. You ſee it was not Alms 


ithout alone, but Devotion, and an awful, re- 


verential Eſteem of God with his whole 
Family, and continual Praying unto him, 
accompanying the Alms of Cornelias, 
which gave it ſuch a glorious and particu- 
a PE har Acceptance from Heaven; inſomuch 
that an Angel was ſent from God on pur- 
poſe to tell the Good Man that his Libe- 
at fa) rality (for it is ſaid he gave much Alms) 
was accepted. | 

rity, i plain then it is, that it is not merely 


Lo BIVY Giving to the Poor, nor yet the Giving 


Branch much, but the Intention of doing them 
good, and Relieving them in their Exi- 
gencies and Neceſſities, that gives Being 
to the Virtue, and denominates the 
Charity. For otherwiſe, if I give little 
or much to the Poor on purpoſe to be 
ſeen of Men, or upon any other ſini- 

2 fer 


our Goods, our whole Eſtates to feed 
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ſter End, my Charity is ſtill the ſame ; 
for indeed it is no Charity at all. It is 


nothing elſe but Oſtentation, Vain-Glo- 


ry, popular Vogue, Oc. or whatever it 
may be, it's certain it cannot be Chari- 
ty. The Rich Man may give to the 
Poor, till he is poor himſelf; he may 
give till he has nothing to give ; bur if 
he doth ſo upon an evil Deſign, his very 
Bounty ſhall become his Snare ; and God 
ſhall thy unto him at the great Day, who 
has required this at thy Hands? Vain 
has been thy Oblation. 

Again; Some ſhall be bountiful, not 
upon the vain Deſire of being ſeen of 
Men, and yet upon as ſinful an Account, 
and as mean, as ridiculous a Proſpect ; 
and that is, that they may commute for 
their Sins. But this is a horrid Miſtake. 
For if Giving to the Poor, and the like, 


- would commute, happy I ſay the Rich, 


for theirs would be the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. And in this Senſe they might 
make to themſelves Friends of the Mam- 
mon of Unrighteouſneſs. 

Our Saviour ſaying that a Rich Man 
ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, will not take place here, if by 
our Alms. Deeds we may commute. But 


to own this Doctrine, favours of the 
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rank Notion of the Papiſts; who leaning 


ſo much upon their Doctrines of Merit 
and Supererogation, have erroneouſly 


taught, That Works of Charity by way 


of Bounty to the Poor , ſhall abſolutely 
and purely in themſelves, and without 
the Conſideration of our Saviour's Satiſ- 
faction, and our own Repentance, atone 
for Sins tho' never ſo heinous and pre- 
ſumptuous. But this is a great Error, 
drawn from miſapplying that noted Text 
of St. Peter, Charity. ſhall cover the multi. 
tude of Sins, 1 Epilt. Chap. 4. Ver. 8. 
But what Charity is meant here 2 Whoſe 
or what Sins are by it to be cover'd ? 
Charity in this place muſt be taken in 
its urmoſt Extent: of Meaning, and not 
in that narrow, limited Senſe of Giving 
to the Poor. Nay, the chief Meaning 
of thoſe Words of St. Peter doth conſiſt 
(as it is judiciouſly ſaid by Bminent 
Commentators) in Love and Affection 
towards a Brother, in Converting him 
from the Error of his way, Sc. I am 
ſure Grotius is of this Opinion. In his 
Annotations upon the Place he ſpeaks 
thus: Gn 5 «93471 x20 « TrAnFG Lmapmioy, 
Eadem ſententia ( ſays he) que Jacobi 
5. 20. Dilectio maxime in eo ſpectatur, 
ut alios a peccatis abitrahamus : cui con- 

L'3 ſequens 
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ſequens eſt ut Deus hominis jam emen- 
dati priora peccata diſſimulet. In Ma- 
nuſcripto : i Bret bren, if 
any of you do err from the truth, aud one 
convert him; let bim know, that he which 
converteth a finner from the error of his 
way, ſhall ſave a foul from death, and 
ſhall hide a multitude of Sins. Kal bn. 
F piln nc avrey. Siquis (ſays the ſame Au- 
thor) eum bonis monitis abducat ab 
injuſtitia, ab invidia, ab odio, à facili- 
tate jurandi & ſimilibus, owacs Juv e 
Svea r In Manuſcripto T1 Juv du- 
Ts. Cauſa erit falutis ei qui peccaverat. 
Par locutio Rom. 11. 14. 1 Tim. 4. 16. 


Judæ 23. Rectè autem à morte eripi di- 


citur, non tantum qui primùm ad Chri- 
ſtianiſmum perducitur, ſed & qui a vi- 
ta vitioſà ad vitam Chriſtianiſmo con- 
venientem reducitur. Efficiet ut illa jam 
conver(i® peccata priora Deus diſſimu- 
let, & quaſi extra conſpectum ſuum 
ponat. | 

Theſe are the Words of Grotius: And 
they directly tend to ſhew us, that the 
aforeſaid Words of Sr. Peter muſt be 
applied in the main to the Excellent 
Work of Converting Sinners from the 
Errors. of their Ways, and not to that 
particular Branch of Charity of Giving 
inn ee ä Alms; 
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Ams; tho' that's a very great, and an 
indiſpenſible Duty in all Chriſtians that 
have Ability to give. 
But now after all that hath been ſaid, 
it may be Reds, and it is, I know, 
controverted by ſome Eminent Commen- 
tators, what is the Senſe or Meaning of 
this Phraſe, ſhall hide a multitude of Sins, 
in the afore-cited St. James. Grotzus (for 
inſtance) ſays, that the hiding a Multi- 
tude of Sins, doth redound in Advan- 
tage to the Perſon converted from the 
Error of his Way ; but he doth not ſpeak 
of the Profit which may accrue to him 
who doth convert the Sinner, whatever 
may be ſuppoſed by him to be underſtood 
and implied in the Words for the Advan- 
tage of the Converter, who draws oft 
the Sinner from the Evil of his Doings, 
and his wicked Life. The moſt Noble 
Charity that can be perſorm'd upon the 


Face of the Earth]! And the beſt way to 


have the Number of Publick Benefactors 
increaſe in this our Nation, is, for the 
Learned , the Potent, the Rich of it to 
live righteous, good , and exemplary 
Lives. And this (I truſt in God) would 
be a Publick Charity which would be li- 
able to no Corruption in its Uſe ; and 
conſequently, would never need the In- 
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ſpection of Commiſſioners to reform its 
Abuſes, Sc. 

But though Grotius doth not mention 
the advantage which accrues to the Man 
converting the Sinner from the Error of 
his Way, yet Hammond doth. Hammond 
expounds the Words of St. James as re- 
dounding in advantage both to the Con- 
verted -and the Converter. And with- 
out doubt according to Reaſon and Chri- 
ſtianity, Hammond's Senſe of the Text 
will ſtand firm and good. For, it would 
be a ſtrange thing from Principles of 
Chriſtian Philofophy, that the ſaving a 
Soul from Death, by converting a Sin- 
ner from the Error of his Way ſhould 
be reckon'd a grand Charity, (as in truth 
it is) and yet no ways redound to him 
who performs the Noble, the Glorious, 
the bleſſed Work. To affirm this would, 
in my Opinion, contradict the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel. Hammond, in 
his Annotations explaining theſe Words 
of St. James ſpeaks thus: The only 
* Queſtion will be, whoſe Sins they are 
„ which he that converts another to 
* Righteouſneſs ſhall cover, his own, or 
that other Man's. That they are 
% not his own is thought reaſonable ; be- 
;* cauſe, then a Man ſhall be ſaid ( or 
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* his Charity ſhall be ſaid) to cover, 
' that is, to forgive his Sins, which is 
* the Work of God only. But the Ob- 
äjection is of no force, or if it were of 
* any it would equally hold againſt a 
** Man's covering another's Sins : for 
* neither he nor his Charity can forgive 
another's Sins in propriety of ſpeak- 
ing. And therefore there being a ne- 
ceſſity to acknowledge ſome Figure to 
interpret it of a Mans own Sins; that 
as in Dan. 12. 3. They that turn many 
„to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as Stars for 
ever and ever ; and as Dan. 4. 27. 
* Nebuchadnezzar is exhorted to break off 
his Iniquities by (hewing mercy to the 
* Poor: And as they that had fallen un- 
* der the Cenſures of the Church by Sin, 
were, in the Ancient Church accord- 
ing to the Apoſtolick Rules, to fit 
* themſelves for Abſolution, not only 
by Repenting and Reforming their 
Sins but by addition of «&9%pyizs, 
* Works of Charity and Mercy ; fo 
this great Charity of converting any 
from the Error of his Way, which is 
the means of ſaving the Soul of the 
Converted alive, ſhould be very ac- 
'* ceptable in the ſight of God, and be- 
{f ing added to his ſincere * 

: « for 
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ſoever he hath 
committed, ſhould be effectual to the 
obtaining his Pardon through the Mer- 
hriſt under the Goſpel. And 
as this Senſe ſeems moſt agreeable to 


* this -Place, where there is a double 


encouragement offer'd to excite that 


Charity; Firſt, The intuition of the 


Advantage to the Receiver, ſaving hi 
Foul alive, (which includes, and can- 
not well be improv'd with the addi- 
tion of covering or forgiving his Sins); 
and Secondly, of the Advantage that 


„ devolves to himſelf, So it will be 
found perfectly concordant with the 
< Dodtrines and Interpretations of the 


* ancient Chureh, and no way unrecon- 
** cilable with the Merits and Satisfacti- 
* on of Chriſt (by which only tit is that 
God becomes propitious to our beſt 
performances) or the Doctrine of Ju. 
« ſtification by Faith, which doth not 


* exclude, but ſuppoſe the rewarding of 
* our Charity. If this be the meaning 
« of this place, there will then be little 
* reaſon to doubt but it is the Impor- 
* tance alſo of the ſame words, 1 Pet. 4.8. 
* For Charity ſhall cover a multitude of 
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I have quoted two celebrated Com- 
mentators, who do plainly confront thoſe 
People who lay Tuch a ſtreſs upon that 
particular Branch of Charity, of Giving 
to the Poor for the Covering of Sins, as 
to inter that nothing is meant and figni- 
fied in that Text of St. Peter juſt now 


\ cited, but the ſuper-abundant Power and 
Prevalency of Alms-deeds, &c. which is 
a groſs Error, and will be of a dangerous 


Conſequence in the End. And Wo be 
unto them that Retain any one Sin, in 
hopes of being pardon'd without Repen- 
tauce, upon the Account of that one Ver. 
tue of Liberality to the Poor. 

But ſuppoſe we, that theſe Words of 
St. Peter, Charity ſhall Cover the multitude 
of fins, were only meant of that particu- 
lar Branch of Charity, of beſtowing our 
Goods to iced the Poor; yet even herein 
they greatly err, who imagine that Alms- 
deeds can make Atonement for wilful 
and preſumptuous Enormities, and wig 
off the heavy Score of an irreligious Life. 
For, when the molt is ſaid in behalf of 
this particular Charity, it can only ap- 
peaſe God ſo far as to move Him to dif- 
regard our little Failings, our many Im- 
per fections of the ſmaller Size, provided 
that a good Intention and an honeſt Heart 
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go along with it; and we don't lean fo 
much upon it, as to forget our other Re- 


ligious Duties of Life. And this is evi- 
dent. For, if bare Liberality to the Poor 


could unconditionally Commute for Sins, 
the Bleſſed St. Paul is in the Wrong; 


where he ſays, Though I beſtow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor, and have not Charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. 

Hereby the Apoſtle lets us know 11 
downright terms, and without mincing 
the matter, that a Man may be very 
Bountiful, and yet not awhit Charitable; 
and — „all Atonement for Sins 
upon this ſcore muſt fall to the ground, 
and ought to be renounc'd as a ſcanda- 
lous, dangerous Doctrine; a meer Delu- 
ſion, by which the Devil not only rifles 
ſome People of their Eſtates, but even of 
their Souls too. 

And now from what I have ſaid, let 
none object againſt me as if I would draw 
an Argument from the Apoſtle's Words, 
with deſign to depreciate in any degree 
that great, that indiſpenſible Duty of 
Charity to the Poor, ſo often, ſo earneſt- 
ly, ſo pathetically inſtilled intous through- 
out the whole Book of God. Doth any 
of my Diſcourſe tend in the leaſt to leſſen 
this tort of Charity: God forbid. Nay, 
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I ſhould labour under an Infatuation, a 
ſtrange, a woful Stupidity, if I ſhould 


offer at any Attempt leaning that way. 
I muſt never pretend to take the Bible in 
hand again if I ſhould endeavour to diſ- 
countenance, or diſparage that Duty 
which God has ſo often Commanded us 
to practiſe. But, that I cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be ſo inconſiſtent even with 
bare Reaſon, much leſs with holy Scrip- 
ture, as to queſtion ſuch a plain Duty, I 


ſhall mention ſome few Texts inſtead of 
all the reſt as ſufficient for the proof of 
this Truth. The Pſalmiſt ſays, Bleſſed 


is he that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble, Pal. 
41. 1. The Wiſe-Man ſays, He that hath 
pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord; 
(the beſt way in the World of putting 
our Money out to Uſe) and that which he 
hath given will he pay him again, Prov. 19. 
17. He that giveth unto the Poor, ſhall not 
lack : but he that hideth his eyes ſhall have 
many a Curſe, Prov. 28. 27. And, Caſt thy 
bread upon the waters : for thou ſhalt find 


it after many days, Eccleſ. 11. 1. Theſe 
Texts, without mentioning any more in 
the Old Teſtament, do evidently ſet forth 
God's gracious Acceptance of our Cha- 
rity in Giving to the Poor, and * 
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that with Increaſe we ſhall be requited. 


But it would be needleſs in me to Cite 
all thoſe Texts which we find interſper- 
ſed throughout the Old Teſtament as 


touching this particular Branch of Cha- 


rity ; for they would be but ſo many 
ſupernumerary Proofs. Therefore J ſhall 
bring out of the New Teſtament a direct 
Teſtification of the Greatneſs of this Duty 
from the Greatneſs of its Reward, deli- 
ver d to us by the Mouth of our Saviour 
Himſelf. He ſays, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 


you from the foundation of the World. For 


was an hungred, and ye gave me meat 1 
was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
ftranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye 
cloathed me, &c. Matth. 25. 34, 35, 36. 
You fee the bleſſed Fruit of this their 
Charity. It is no lefs than their being 


3 at God's right hand at the Day of 
u 


dgment, and pronounced by our Savi- 
our with Congratulation, as worthy to be 
artakers of the Glory and Happineſs of 
eaven. Come (ſays He) ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom, &c. For I 
was an hungred, and ye gave me meat, &c. 
The Glory and the Happineſs, ſet forth 
in a parabolical way, are not only here 
given, but the Reaſon is given too for 
| which 


ye have done it unto me, ver. 40. 


Charity, &c. 


which they were granted. It was for 


their Giving to Chriſt's poor Members. 
For, tho' Chriſt takes the Charity done, 
as done unto his own Perſon, yet it is but 
by way of rebound from the poor Mem- 
bers of his Body, from thoſe Chriſtian 
People who were in diſtreſs, and knew 
not how to help themſelves. Heaven is 
beſtow'd on thoſe bleſſed Saints for their 
Charity towards one of the leaſt of Chriſt's 
brethren ; and conſequently, relieving 
them in Numbers muſt d fortiori, hold 
good to entitule us to the ſame Glory 
and Happineſs. In as much as ye have done 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 


That is, 
he who is Charitable to the Poor (let it 


be to one or many) ſhall be rewarded for 
his Charity at the Great Day, as thoſe 
bleſſed People were, who relieved our Sa- 
viour in his poor Members when they 
were hungry, and thirſty, and ſtrangers, 
and naked, &c. 

But as great as this Duty of Charity to 
the Poor is in itſelf, as earneſtly as it is 
recommended to us in holy Scripture, as 
great as the Reward of it is there ſet 
torth, yet in our Beſtowing the ſame we 
may circumſtantially err, and in the way 


and manner of Giving our Alms may in- 


cur 
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they Give amiſs alſo. 


A Treatiſe concerning 
cur a Tranſgreſſion. Pride, Oſtentation, 
Vain-Glory, and Hypocriſy, ſhall ſo lea. 
ven this our Duty, and draw ſuch a ſtain 
upon it as even to evacuate its Goodneſs, 
its efficacious Property, and deſtroy its 
Benediction which would have aſſuredly 
accrued to us, provided that we had not 
Given out of Rule. But ſome Peoples 
Charity is like their Prayers; and both 
altogether wrong. They Pray, they Sup- 
plicate often at the Throne of Grace, but 
they receive not; God anſwers not their 
Petitions, becauſe they ask amiſs, James 
4- 3- They Give, they Give often, they 


Give liberally to their poor Brethren, but 


they Receive nothing in requital at God's 

hands for this their Liberality, becauſe 
They Give con- 
trary to God's Standard of Charity ; and 
this is that which prevents the Bleſſing 
of it. And this doth our Saviour teſtify 
to all intents and purpoſes. For, as He 
has encouraged the Sincerity of our Cha- 
rity with the Reward of no leſs than Hea- 
ven ; ſo He has ſufficiently diſcounte- 
nanc'd the Irregularity of it by annexing 
a ſuitable Compenſation, (v7z.) the thin, 


- airy Applauſe of Men. Take heed ( ſays 


He) that ye do not your Alms before Men, 
to 1 ſeen of them : otherwiſe ye have no 
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rews 
The! 
not 
pocr. 
Free 
Veri 
wara 
(Got 
ferio 
thing 

S 


were 


Subſ 
both 
doub 
Parts 
terial 
ties c 
it ſel 
antry 
ſounc 
whicl 
did p 


Glory 
ſtroy 


| Pomp 
impre 


by G 
with 


hand | 


reward of your Father which is in Heaven. 


Therefore when thou doeſt thine alms, do 
hot ſound a trumpet before thee, as the Hy- 
pocrites do, in the ſynagogues , and in the 


ftreets , that they may have glory of men. 
Perily I ſay unto you they have their re- 
ward, Matth. 6. 1, 2. And a poor one 
(God knows) it was ; but not a whit in- 
55 to their Cliarity; for that was no⸗ 
thing. | 

The Alchs which theſe Hypoctites gave 


| were ſomewhat as to bare Matter and 


Subſtance. The Thing given had in it 
both Weight and Meaſure , without 
doubt; and there was a Diviſibility of 
Parts in the Dole it ſelf : It was a ma- 
terial Subſtance, and had all the Propers 
ties of Quantity in it ; but their Charity 
it ſelf was a pure Nothing. The Page⸗ 
antry, the Pomp, the Noiſe ( for the 
ſounded their Trumpets when they gave 
which accompanied tlieir Alms- Deeds, 
did promote their Aim of Applauſe, and 


Glory of Men, but they abſolutely de- 


ſtroy d their Charity. Pageantry, and 


Pomp, and Sounding of Trumpets, are 
improper Ceremonies of that Duty whiell 


by God we are commanded to perform 

with ſuch Secteſy , as not to let our left 

hand know what our right hand doeth: 
M 
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. Many are the Tmpediments which pre. 


vent our Alms. aſcending, Heaven-ward ; 
ſuch as Pride, Oſtentation, Vain. Glory, 


Malice, Envy, IIl-Nature, &c. all which 


the Phariſees .| in old Time were by our 
Saviour branded for. But now I fay, if 
any Perſon. who is infamous for theſe ill 
Qualities, ( as doubtleſs, and without 
Breach of Charity be it ſpoke, there 


axe many People in the world both po- 
zular and, villanous enough to be ſo) | 


ould be liberal to the Poor, (and 
there's a Poſſibility of his being ſo, from 
the Suppolition of St. Paul) yet his Li- 
berality would amount to nothing. It 
will not help him forward one Step to- 
ards lass , Whilſt thro' thoſe Devi- 
im Qualities he lives in a direct Con- 
tradition to the Spirit of God and Chri- 
ſtianity,, and is by them retained a Child 
%, Hell, a Son of Perdition. And tho 


4 N all my goods to feed the poor, and 
e not Charity , it prefiteth me no- 


thing, 


I have drawn this. Third Particular 
of this my Second General Head to af 
eater Length than what I firſt deſign d 


k 


ut J hope this will be no yea to 
what J have here wrote. 


8 4th 


Words do import 
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420. Our Reſolotiot * Boldnels i in) 
up our ſelbes to Death upon 
Occaſion, will ſtand us in no ſtead-with- 
out Charity. The give my body to be 
Burned, and have not Charity, ( fiys the 
Apoltle) it profiteth me nothing. The 
to us, how ior a ful- 
len Hypocriſy, or # ſtubborn Will, or 
an erroneous Opinion, or a capricious 


Humour may lead us. To be able to dye 


E and honourably, upon à good 
and juſt Cauſe, denotes true Chriſtian 
Magnanimity. To dye boldly and cheer- 
fully for the Sake of God, our Church, 
our Sovereign, our Country, will in ve- 
ry deed argue us to be manly and hero-. 
ick. For, it is properly to dye Martyrs 
in the Bleſſed Cauſe of God A Death 
which no Man of true, firm Principles 
(let Atheiſts and Libertines think what 


they pleaſe ) will ever refuſe upon Rati- 
'F onal Grounds. 
any diſtin Diſcourſe at large upon Mar- 
' tyrdom : Only this I ſhall ſay in general 
Terms; It is the Cauſe, and not the bare 
Death which proves the Martyr. 


But I ſhall not here make 


But that we may know, in ſome mea- 
ſure at leaſt, what Martyrdom is, I will 
giveTwo Illuſtrious Inſtances of our own 
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his Honour, to gratify 


Cruelty 


ATreati I! e Concerning 


Church and Nation, who not long ſince 
(without tracing; any further Martyro- 
logy ) were crown'd with that Glorious 
Death. 2 


I be firſt Inſtance is King Charles the 


Iſt. of Ever · bleſſed Memory. The King, 
rather than be enſlaved to the Devil, and 


truckle to the unconſcionable Demands 


of his rebellious Subjects, rather than 
facrifice his Country, his Conſcience to 
their unſpeakable Avarice, Rapine, Pride 
and Cruelty ; rather than betray his 
God, renounce his Religion, and falſify 
the inſatiable Ma- 
lice of thoſe Sons of Belial, did joyfully 
imitate his Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, 
by enduring the worſt Affronts that could 
be put upon a King, did manfully follow 
him thro' the rugged and thorny Way of 
and Perſecution, and was willing 


to lay down his Life in that bloody, un- 
parallel'd manner which he did. 

Such a Death did that Renown'd Pil- 
lar of our Church, Archbiſhop Laud, 
die; who charitably and cheerfully went 
to the Scaffold, becauſe he would not 
conſent to the Pulling down both of 
Church and State, and make Havock of 
them both. The King and the Prelate 


died bleſſed Deaths, (Shame be his Por- 
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tion who dares ſay the contrary) and 


their Deaths were precious in God's 
Sight; and ſo they will be in ours alſo 
to this Day, unleſs we are harden'd Re- 
bels who have no true Fear of God be- 
fore our Eyes, no Notion of true Re- 
ligion, of Loyalty, or even of common 
Manners. 

Now you muſt know, Martyrdom, 
properly ſo ſpeaking, is purely the Gift 
of God. For, to have the Boldneſs, the 
Courage to dye in a good Cauſe, in the 
true Faith and Fear of God, is a Pitch 
of Glory which no worldly-minded No- 
vice, no Trimmer or Time-ſerver (how 
wiſely ſoever he may think of himſelf) 
will ever, or indeed can ever be imagin'd 
to be able to arrive at. Martyrdom is 
the direct Road to everlaſting Honour, 
which the forlorn Wretch who flights all 
Principles of true Greatneſs, Conſcience, 
Reaſon and Chriſtianity, will never find, 
tho' he was to travel to Eternity. But 
to dye ſtubbornly for an Error, to ſuffer 
proudly and obſtinately for Hereſy, Re- 
bellion, Blaſphemy, Sacrilege, &c. (as 
a great many in the World have done) 
is not to dye a Martyr. Tis not to 
dye in the Cauſe of God, but in that of 
the Devil; and ſhall be look d upon ac- 

M 3 cordingly, 
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cordingly, at the Coming of our Saviour 


ard his Holy Angel. 

Once more: N Man may boldly and 
reſolutely give up himſelf to Death up- 
on a Caprice, a Humour, and the like; 
but if he doth, let it be remember d 
what the bleſſed St. Paul aſſerts; Tho I 
give my body to be burned, and bave not 
Charity, it profiteth ine nothing. 

And thus I have in ſome meaſure 
ſhew'd, tho but briefly; how neceſſary 
Charity is in ſome Main and Principal 
Concerns of Human Life: And as the 
Reaſon of the Thing holds good in theſe 
Matters which. I 2 He mention'd, fo 
doubtleſs it will ſtand the ſame Teſt as 
touching all our Performances whatſo- 
ever. Our Religious, our Beſt Deeds, 
how good a Face, how great and glori- 
ous an Aſpect ſoever they may carry in 
the outward Appearance, are, in very 
truth, without Charity but dead and in- 
eſfectual; and in a word, they profit us 


a. 


111d ly, and Laſtly. I ſhall 2 the 


Preeminence of Charity above the other 
Graces of Faith and Hope. 
laid, And now ePideth Faith, Hope, Cha- 


For it 15 


rity, 
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Charity, &c. 
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is Charity. 


Grotius, in his Annotations upon my 
Text, ſpeaking of the Preeminence of 
Charity betore rhe other Graces of Faith 
and Hope, fays; Maxima eft inter has 
y : quia Fides & Spes ad dilefttionem 

ucunt. Dilectio nos Deo conjungit & fimi- 
les facit, x Joh. 4. 8. Sine hac ipſæ quoque 
Spes & Fides manent infructuoſæ, ut intel- 
ligi poteſt ex dlictis initio Capitis hujus. 
He quotes St. Ignatius upon the Epiſtle 
to the Eoheſians, ſpeaking thus: a9 
Cars ais, TAS Os azar, Faith is the 
Beginning ( as I conſtrue the Words) of 
Life ;' that is, of the Spiritual Life in 
Man; but Charity is the Perfection, or 


Conſummation of it. 


But we need not wonder in the leaſt 
that Charity ſhould be the greateſt of 
theſe Three Graces, whenas the other 


Two were ordaind and given us by 


God, in order for its Being and Conti- 
nuation.” Faith and Hope are the Hand- 
Maids of Charity , as it is the Glory of 


a Chriſtian upon Earth, and the Perte- 


ction of a Saint in Heaven. 
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All the Moral Virtues, all the Chri- 
ſtian Graces which are become our Du- 
ty to practiſe during our mortal Lives, 
do tend to lead us Heaven-ward. But 
when we are happily arrived to our 
Journey's End, to the Everlaſting Inheri- 


tance of the Saints in Light, we have 


no further need of theſe Virtues and 
Graces, which were the Perfection of 
our Natures, or at leaſt were the Means 
of our Perfection whilſt we were here. 


' Many of thoſe Glorious Endowments 
which were once the goodly Ornaments 


of our Souls here, ſhall in the other 
World ſtand us in no ſtead, Thoſe Spi- 
ritual Qualifications which did here on 
Earth deck us with ſo much Honour and 
Delight, ſhall in the Beatifick Viſion va- 
niſh away, and be for ever abſorp'd: 
The Moral Virtues of Prudence, Forti- 
tude, Patience, Juſtice, Chaſtity, and 
the like, and thoſe Graces of Faith and 
os „were good Scaffolds for us to 
ſtand upon in our Chriſtian Building; 
but when this our Building is brought to 
Perfection, when our Work is at an end, 
we haye no further need of Scaffolds. 
We take them down, as being an Hin- 
drance, and not a Convenience to our 
Fabrick, of what ſort ſoever it may be. 
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Charity , &. 
Thus it is with us Chriſtian Sojourners : 
We are Building ; but it is for Eternity. 


And for our Progreſs in it, we muſt be- 


take our ſelves to all thoſe Means of 


Grace which God hath given us in his 


Holy Word, and commanded us perpetu- 
ally to exerciſe, whilſt we are Travelling 
towards Eternity. | 
WE muſt build upon Faith , Hope, 
Charity. And what tho' Charity muſt 
have the Right Hand of Fellowſhip of 
the other Graces 2 What tho' it hath the 
Preeminence of them; V being greater 
in its Kind, more Excellent in its Nature, 
Superior in its Dignity, and of a Longer 
Duration, as being the Delight of God, 
and Angels, and Juſt Men made perfed 
Yet notwithſtanding, we muſt take ſuch 
heed to our Faith and Hope , which at- 


tend us only in this Life, as neither to 


neglect, nor deſpiſe them in our Chri- 
ſtian Courſe, leſt in the end we come to 
relinquiſh them, and by that means fall 
ſhort of our Charity too, which is the 
greateſt of all Graces, as being that 
which muſt be our Exerciſe in Heaven if 
ever we come there. 

For, altho*Faith and Hope are Graces 
which ſhall be ſwallowed up in the Abyfs 
of Eternity, and there ſhall be a 9 
R when 


is a ſufficient Proof of its Preeminence, po 
if nothing elſe was to be alledged on its 


"Not ſpeak with ſo much Abſurdity, as 
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when they, as neceſſary. as they were coul. 
once to us, ſhall be nothing; yet as they Pr 70 


are in this Life ſubſervient to us in our 


Attaining the Fruition of God in the in al 
other World, we muſt in all grateful Ac- have 
knowledgment to our Lord and Redeemer |. all ; 
Jeſus Chriſt , eſteem them as bleſſed Eter 
Means of Attaining this our Eternal Frui- ſaid 
tion. 8 5 ſtam 
St. Paul's Encomium of this particu- Cha 


lar Grace, and Preferring it before others, Wit! 


ner 
behalf. He did not ſay it was the great- wha 
eſt of the Three, without Grounds for in tl 
what he affirm d. He tho was giſted Pro 
ith extraordinary Inſpiration; could ſign; 
Mor 


chie 


to lay down a Propoſition contrary to 


Reaſon. Neither could he who had the g g Her 


Spirit. gf God, be ſuppos'd to be ſo er- bleſ 


ronequs and blaſphemous, as to aſſert a Fait. 
Thing that as a Contradiction to the Cha 
Holy Oracles e No; for if by this 


the bare Strength ↄf his Philoſophy, and By ( 
Inſight into the Nature of Things, he mat 
could not advance this figgle Poſtulatum, its | 
The greateſt of theſe i ChaNtty ; yet cer- Circ 


tainly, he who was endowed with the cum 


miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Gals 
$$ | | : could | 
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could not err in aſſerting the Categorical 
Propoſition. 


Charity is the greateſt of the Three 


in all Reſpects, and conſequently it muſt 


have the Preeminence. Faith, we muſt 


all grant, is abſolutely neceſſary to our 


Eternal Salvation ; and great Things are 
{aid of it throughout the whole New Te- 
ſtament , and eſpecially in the Eleventh 


Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 


With what a mighty Sway doth the A- 
7 in that Chapter trace its Original, 

nergy, Efficacy, and Validity 2 With 
what Pomp and Greatneſs doth he uſher 
in the Glorious Company of Patriarchs, 
Prophets, and Holy Men in Time of old, 
ſgnaliz'd for their Faith to God: What 
Monuments of Renown and Glorious At- 


chievements are recorded in that Liſt of 


bleſſed Products of a lively and 


as the 
| ) ae 
Faith? And yet notwithſtanding All this, 


Charity muſt have the Preeminence of 


this Grace. For, by Chagity Faith works: 
By Charity it is perf 


d and conſum- 
mated : Thro CharifF it has its Efficacy, 
its Being. Far in Jeſus Chriſt neither 


Circumciſſon availeth any thing, nor Uncir- 


cumciſion, but faith which worketh by love, 


Galat. 5. 6. Faith which worketh by 
| W | Love“ 
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Love ! That is, the Faith which muſt 
avail us Chriſtians, muſt be acted, per- 
fected, and conſummated by Charity. 
11G N ana; Evepopuim, as we read in 
the Greek Teſtament. Tis Charity 
which gives it Activity, Strength, and 
Vivacity. Tis this which gives it its 
mighty Operations. Without Charity, 
Faith hath neither Senſe, nor Life, nor 
Motidn in it: It is dead, and turns to no 
Account to any one who has it. But ſo 
powerful is the Energy of Love, that 
when our Faith is acted by it, it makes 
us capable of Noble Productions. 
*AXAZ mag d am; treggovuem. Fides 
bic ſpem etiam comprehendit , quibus ff ac- 
cedat Dilettio operans nihil defideratur am- 


" pliss ad obtinendum ſalutem æternam : Pla- 


neq; idem valet mag & anam; trepovuern 
quod nova Creatio. Infra 6. 15. Et Obſer- 


vatio Præceptorum Dei, nempe Evangeli- 


corum, 1 Cor, 7. 19. 1 Joh. 11. 13. Hoc 
eft. in Chriſtianiſmo 1d d. See Groti- 
us upon the plage. Hammond upon the 
ſame ſays, TF aith is perfected by 
Charity. Mr. Leigb, in his Critica Sa- 
cra upon the Greet Teſtament, quotes a 
certain Author as aſſerting that the Word 
expyar ſignifies ſuch a Working which 
hath Efficacy to bring forth the _ 


„ 
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of that which it worketh. . _ Eraſmus in 


his Annotations upon Gal. 5. 6. afore- 
ſaid, ſpeaks thus. | P er charitatem ope- 


. 2 


Rurſum hic operans non Ag- 


ratur. 


nificat quod vulgus ſomniat , ſed que vim 
ſuam occultam exerceat in nobis quod = 
0 


prium eſt Spiritis. And Love (as Bi 
Taylor ſays in his Antiquitates Chriſtiane 


is the laſt of Graces, and ſeldom at the 


Beginning of a new Life, but is reſerved 


to the Perfections and Ripeneſs of a 


Chriſtian. 
Hae eft ſumma Divinitatis Participagio, 


que citra myſticam illam Conjunttionem Hu- 


manitatis Chriſt: cum Deitate iu humanam 
Naturam cadat , quaque proinde illud eff 
quo filiz Dei evadimus , quemadmodum Jo- 
hannes evidenter declarat in prima Epiſtola 
Cap. 4. Chariſimi amemus nos inter nos, 
nam Charitas a Deo eſt, ac quiſquis amat, 
ex Deo natus eſt, Deumq; novit. Qui non 


amat, non novit Deum, Oc. And ſo in 


another place: Ultimus divine vite ra- 
mulus eſt Charitas , quod gCulmen eſt ſum- 
mumve Germen aut Flos, immo ipſa Quin- 
teſſentia Chriſtianitatis, Vitaq; ac Anima 
illius Politiæ Regnive Chriſti quod prædi- 
dum eſt in ſacris Scripturts, debetq; maxi- 
me immediate in Perſonis Eccleſiaſticis fun- 
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of this Grace of Charity. And amongſt 


A T reatiſe conser ning 


dari. Vid. Mori 0 Hen. Cantab. ) Opera 


4 757 
Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Totius 
Theologiæ, Sc. gives noble Encomiums 
his many. Beg Things wrote in behalf 
of it, he ſays; Charitas poteſt dici Virtus 
Generals; eſt radix omnium virtutum; . eſt 
mater omnium virtutum; eft forma omntum 
virtutum. Charitas qua formaliter diligi- 
mus, eſt quedam participatio diving Chari- 


tatis, que. Deus eſt. Charitas eft potiſſima 


virtutum, Quilibet habens Charitatem, ha- 
bet omnes alias virtutes. Nulla vero vir- 
tus poteſt eſſe fine Charitate. Charitas eff 


major aliis, quia propinguiùs ſe habet ad 


objectum ſuum, ſcil. ad Deum, quam Fides 
Spes, ideo nobilior eſt eis. Sola Chari- 
tas imperat omni virtuti. 8 cepta 
moralia funduntur in precepts Charitatis. 


Charitas conjungit Deo realiter, & attin- 


git ipſum realiter, non autem Fides nec Spes. 
And many more glorious Paſſages there 
are, Which we find in his Body of 
School-Divinity, that do ſufficiently. pro- 


claim the Truth of what I have been 


ſpeaking ; (viz. ) That Charity has the 
Superiority of, and the Preeminence a- 
bove all other Virtues, Gifts, and Gra- 


ces, 


_nify 


Charity, &c. 


ees, and conſequently, above Faith and 
Hope too. 3 AY 

I don't know how much the Authori- 
ty of School-Divinity may grow out of 
Faſhion now-a-days by ſame People, yet 
I will be poſitive that Aquinas writes, not 
only fully and ſubſtantially , but even 
plainly and pathetically of theſe Three 
Graces of Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
And tho he ſets forth Faith and Hope in 
a high Degree, and in due Meaſure, 
(unleſs when he ſpeaks in behalf of Po- 
pery ) yet, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
he gives Charity the Preeminence, ac- 
cording to its due Worth and Dig- 


And St. Auſtin, in his 4th Chapter 
of his 17th Book De Civitate Dez, ſays, 
That Charity is the End of the Com- 


mandment. His Words are theſe : _— 


Facit autem judiciun & juſtitiam, qui re- 
Ae vivit. Reilè autem vivit, qui obtem- 
perat præcipienti Deo; & Ani præcepti, id 
eſt, ad quod refertur præceptum, Charitas 
eft de Corde puro, & Conſcientia bond, & 
Fide non fila, Porro iſta Charitas, ficut 
Joannes Apoſtolus teſtatur , ex Deo eſt. 
There cannot be a greater Commenda- 
tion of this Grace, than that it is ſaid 
to be the End of the 2 

than 
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than that all the Commandments of God, 
how great and glorious ſoever they are 


in themſelves, and how neceſſary to us 


for our Eternal Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould, all center in this one Grace ; as 
St. Auſtin aforeſaid intimates to us, in 
his Quotations of St. Paul and St. John, 
1 Tim. 1. 5. 1 Job. 4. 7. 

In ſhort, as Charity makes us in ari 
eſpecial manner to participate of the 
Nature of God, and to approach his 
Divinity; as it makes us to tranſcribe 


God, and peculiarly entitles us to be the 


Sons of God; as it is the Sum, the 
Crown , the Quinteſſence of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the Perfection of all Goſpel- 
Graces ; as it is the Life, the Soul of 
Chriſtian Polity, and of Chriſt's King- 
dom in this World ; as it is the Root; 
the Mother of all Virtues and Graces, 
and without which no” Virtue or Grace 
has any Being; as it is greater that all 
the reſt, and more noble, by reaſon 
that it draws us nearer to God, the Ob- 
je of our Love; as it ſo wonderfully 
operates upon our Faith, as to give it 
Life in all its Aſpirations and Tenden- 
cies towards God ; as it endows it with 
Power, Strength, and Efficacy , and is 
the Touct-ſtone of its Truth and Vali- 


_ dity 5 


dity 
Chri 
datic 
gion 
Heay 
meaſ 
Ligh 
other 
Exerc 
Faith 
doubt 
have 
count 
An 

of Fai 
for th. 
and E 
whilſt 
ing H. 
this L. 
neys 
enjoy 
for in 
exereiſ 
is at at 
quinas { 
that H. 
ven, 
in thoſ 
lo W. 


SF. 


{ ZH! ja. 


A 


Q, 


— 
— 


Charity, &c. 


dity ; as it is the Superſtructure of our 
Chriſtian Religion, as Faith is the Foun 
dation of it; as it ennobles our Reli- 
gion, and gives it the Royal Stamp of 
Heaven, by which we anticipate, in ſome 
meaſure, the Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in 
Light; as it grows and thrives in the 
other World, and ſhall be for ever our 
Exerciſe , our Delight there, when our 
Faith ſhall vaniſh and be no more; fo 
doubtleſs it muſt be ſuperior to it, and 
have the Preeminence of it upon all Ac- 
counts whatſoever. 

And as Charity has the Preeminence 
of Faith, ſo 4t has of Hope alſo ; and 
for the ſame Reaſon.” For, tho' Faith 
and Hope are mighty Convoys to us 
whilſt we are Travelling to our Everlaſt- 
ing Home, yet they are terminated with 
this Life, and ſhall leave us at our Jour- 
ney's End. When we come actually to 
enjoy in the other World what we hoped 


for in this, there's no Room for Hope to 


exereiſe it ſelf upon. It vaniſheth, and 
is at an end. And that is true what A 
quinas ſays as touching Hope. He ſays, 
that Hope is neither in the Saints in Hea- 
vert, nor in the Damn'd in Hell, but 
in thoſe who gre Travellers here be- 
low. Non poteſt in Beatis Spes eſſe, (ſays 

N he) 
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he) ficut nec Fides, cum eorum Beatitudo 


non jam futura, ſed praſens fit. Nulla eſt 
in damnatis Spes, cum certi ſint ſe nunquam 


pænas eternas evaſuros. Ei Spes in viato- 


ribus certa , non quidem eſſentialiter, ſed 


per fidem omuem ſuam certitudinem habet. 


And he ſpeaks excellently of this Grace 
(excepting that when he papiſtically at- 
firms it to be with the Souls in Purgato- 
ry, or in Limbus Patrum) and the others 
alſo ; as any one may find in the Body 
of his Summa Totius Theol. Sc. that will 
be ſo kind as to read Aquinas, rather than 
with a brazen Forchead deſpiſe him at 
rovers, as he is a School-Pivine. I am 
not extremely fond of all School-Di- 
vinity - But yet this I preſume I may at- 
firm, without any Breach either of Mo- 
deſty or Charity ; That he who Ether 
deſpiſeth the Reading of Aquinas, or 
ſlights ſuch a Venerable Author without 
Reading him, may ſhew his Folly, or his 
Ignorance; but he can never pretend 
Learning or Conſcience for his fo do- 
ing. 

- But to return. Hope in Hell there 


is not: For to the Devils and damn'd 


Spirits there is not a Poſſibility of appre- 
hending Happineſs in Futurity, ſo far as 


to know themſelves in a Capacity of at- 


taining 


"raining it. 
titudinem, ut Bonum poſſibile ; ſays Aui- 


ſperatur. 


Charity, &c. 
Non poſſunt apprehendere Bea- 


na, ſpeaking of the Damn d. 
Hope in Heaven there cannot be: For 


the bleſſed Inhabitants are above this 
Grace, as they are in actual Poſſeſſion of 


the Fruition of God, which they only 
Believed and Hoped during their So- 
journing here in this Life. Ideo 
cum Beatitudo jam non fuerit futura , ſed 


præſens, non poteſt ibi eſſe virtus Spei. Et 


zdeo Spes ſicut & Fides evacuatur in patria, 
& neutrum eorum in Beatis eſſe poteſt, ſays 
the Angelical He. For, when we are 
poſſeſs d of the Happineſs of a Future 
State, the Object of our Hope here, we 


have no further need of this Grace: We 


are above it. And this we are aſſured 
of irom a rue Perſon than Aquinas, 
and that is from St. Paul himſelf; who 
fays, Rom. 8. 24. For we are ſaved by 
hope ; but hope that is ſeen is not hope : for 
what a man ſeeth, why aoth he yet hope 
for > Hope that is ſeen (ſays he) is not 
Hope. Thar is, the Thing hoped tor 
that is ſeen, or the Thing in Reverſion 
that is poſſeſſed, is not Hope. Exe 
Jt Bremer, Flic ſpem dixit pro re que 
Ea ubi videtur & habetur, de- 
finit ſperari, ſays Grotius. The Mean- 

N 2 ing 


4 


71 


—— —e—ũ— 


_— — we wel. was 4 _ — ww. 


A Treatiſe concerning 
ing of being ſeen , muſt in this place of 
the. Apoſtle be taken in its full Compre- 
henſion ; and that's Enjoyment, or Frui- 
tion. And Hammond accordingly ſays, 
Viſion or Fruition excludeth Hope. 
The Sum is this. When the Righte- 
ous, at the General Reſurrection, ſhall 
be crown'd with Everlaſting Glory, Hope 
ſhall ceaſe with them , and be nothing. 
But Charity ſhall accompany them in 
Heaven , and ſhall there be the Exerciſe 
of the Bleſſed to all Eternity, and ſhall 
never be out-dated. | 
And that I may further ſhew that Cha- 
rity has the Preeminence of Faith and 
Hope, I ſhall conſider it briefly in Two 
Reſpects. 


Firſt , In Reſpect of its Priority of 
Time. | 
Secondly, In Reſpect of its Dura- 
tion. ER | 


Firſt, Charity has the Preeminence of 
Faith and Hope in reſpect of its Pri- 
ority of Time. Charity had a Being 


when Man had none ;. and conſequent- 


ly, when Faith. and Hope were nothing. 
Nay, it is to Charity that Man owes his 


Being ; and eſpecially in that he had an 
| Intel- 


lis 
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Intellectual Being, by which he became 


the beſt Creature of all the Earthly 


Creation. For, had not Man been crea- 
ted an Intellectual Being, a Rational A- 


gent, he could have made no Return to 


God, by grateful Acknowledgments to 
him for his Love and Beneficence. And 
what tho' when he was made he was 


immediately taught to look upwards, and 
to believe in his Creator, yet it was Cha- 


rity in the Almighty which made him fo 
to do. And he never had Faith and 


Hope in God; if God out of pure Love 


had not firſt endow'd him with a Ratio- 
nal Soul, and by that capacitated him not 
only to believe in his Maker, but to love 


-him too. 


But to ſpeak Antecedently to all this. 
As ſoon as Angels and Archangels, Che- 
rubims and Seraphims, and the whole 
Celeſtial Order of Spirits, were created 


by God, Charity ſhewed it, ſelf in them 
when Faith and Hope were Non. Entities, 


and ſhall always be ſq thoſe Hea- 
venly Spirits. And tho and Hope 


| were Graces inſtrumental to bring juſt 


Men made perfect to their Heavenly A- 
bode ; yet Angels and Archangels, and 


the reſt of the Bright Hierarchy now 


in Heaven, were at firſt created in per- 
N 3 tect 
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fe&t Bliſs, and ſhall remain fo for ever, 
without the Helps of thoſe inferior 
Means which guide us Mortals to the 
ſame Bliſs. 


But tho' theſe Graces of 
Faith and Hope were needleſs to Angels, 
as being in Nature ſuperior to ſuch 
Helps; yet of Charity we cannot ſo ſay. 


For, thoſe bleſſed Spirits were no ſooner 


created , but Charity became their Em- 
ployment, their Delight for ever. 
But to ſpeak more early yet. Charity 


is from everlaſting, as it has for ever a 


Being with God. Before the World was 
made , it had its Being and Exiſtence : 
When there was nothing but God, Cha- 
rity then was. Before the Heaven and 
the Earth were created, Charity ſat at 
God's right Hand, and was with him 
from the Beginning, and was preſent 
when he made the World. But had there 
been no World made, Charity would 
have been; for God would for ever have 


had Subject enough to have work'd his 


Love, his Charity upon ; and that would 
have been himſelf. All his Glorious At- 
tributes, all the Beautiful Emanations of 
his Nature, could not have been view'd 
by his Eternal , Omnipotent, All-wiſe 
Self, without Admiring and Loving him- 
ſelf, and having infinite Complacency B 
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his own Being and Perfections. And 
this may ſerve in ſome meaſure to ſhew, 1 
that Charity has the Preeminence of Faith 1 
and Hope , in reſpect of its Priority of 
Time. 


Secondly, Charity has the Preeminence 
of Faith and Hope in reſpect of its Du- 
ration. Charity never faileth: but whe- 
ther there be Prophecies , they ſhall fail; 
whether there be Tongues , they fhall ceaſe ; 
whether there be Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh 
away, ſays the Apoſtle. Of all the great 
Things that can be ſaid of this Grace, 
the Conſideration of its Everlaſting Du- 
ration muſt be the Crown, the Quinteſ- 
ſence of its Glory and Perfection. For, 
tho' even in this Life it far out-ſhines 
the other Graces in Excellency, &c. yet 
was it to ceaſe with them, and be no 
more, its Greatneſs would be vaitly aba- 
ted , it would be wonderfully eclips'd 
in Compariſon of what it now is. But 
the Privilege of Charity is this That 
as it bears no Commenſuration with 
Time, as other Graces do; ſo it grows, 
and thrives to Eternity, and ſhall be when 
they are not, and are for ever loſt in 
their Being. They ſhall be ſwallowed up 
in the Abyſs of Happineſs which Saints 

N 4 and 


76 


| / 
A Freatiſe concerning 


and Angels do enjoy ; whereas Love, or 
Charity, is the 20 eſe, the Eſſential Pro- 


perty of their Glory and Happineſs ; and 


* for ever the interchangeable Delight 


of God, Angels, and the Spirits of Juſt 


Men made perfect. 


One Grace ſurpaſſing others in the 
bare Excellency of its Kind, Nature, 
Eſſence or Property, is ſufficient to enti- 
tle its Preeminence; but when Eternity, 
as over- plus to all this, is put into the 
Scale of Competition, certainly the Pre- 
ference muſt be indiſputable. And thus 
it is between Charity and the other Gra- 
ces of Faith and Hope. We know that 
Charity even in this Life, is preferable 
to them in reſpect of its own Natural 
Excellency. But what then? It is not 
upon this Bottom alone that the Apoſtle 
grounds the Preeminence of it, but up- 
on ſome other Score; and that is, its 


Duration beyond them, and all other 


Graces. 


Amongſt the various Encomiums 
which St. Paul gives of Charity , this 
is one; It never fails. 'Twas given us 
by God, to endure beyond the ſlender 
Thread of our mortal Life ; and ac- 
cordingly it follows us beyond the Grave. 
For, in Heaven it ſhall be our Eternal 
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Exerciſe, and the main Ingredient of 
our Happineſs there. And tho' it com- 
menceth here in ſome. imperfect Opera- 
tions, and in ſcanty Meaſures; yet here- 
after it ſhall be perfect and entire, and 
{hall conſummate our Bliſs. For Viſion 
and Fruition ſhall never evacuate our 


Charity, tho” it ſhall our other Gifts and 


Graces. . 

When Faith and Hope have done their 
utmoſt, and have been good Convoys to 
conduct us ſafe to the Land of Happi- 
neſs ; when the World ſhall be diſſolv d, 
and Time it felt ſhall be for ever gone, 


Charity remains, and ſhall do ſo from 


everlaſting to everlaſting. Angels, and 
Saints, and the Spirits of Juſt Men 
made perfect, ſhall be for ever enli- 
ven'd with the Beams of God's Love, 
and with that of one another. They 
ſhall be wrappd up in the Boſom of 
God's Mercy and Goodneſs, and in all 
grateful Acknowledgments for the ſame, 
ſhall be inceſſantly Praiſing and Ado- 
ring their Almighty Benefactor. Love 
in Heaven ſhall always be return'd with 
Love by the Inhabitants there. And as 


God is continually ſhining upon them 


with his benign Influences and bright 


Egmanations, ſo they as conſtantly re- 


ceive 
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ceive them in all chearful Adorations; 


and with humble Delight are continu- 


ally ſetting forth their Praiſes and Hal- 
lelujahs. In ſhort, the Product of our 
Charity is this: If we love God and 
our Brethren in this World, we ſhall for 
ever both love God, and be lov'd by 
God, in the World to come. And now 


abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three; 
but the greateſt of theſe is Charity. 


A Church-Colle&. 


Lord, who haſt taught us that all 
our Doings without Charity are 
nothing worth ; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and 
pour into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift 
of Charity, the very bond of Peace and of 
all Virtues, without which whoſoever liveth 
counted dead before thee : Grant this for 
thy only Son Feſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 
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N the Practical Diſcourſe of Godlineſs, Page 27. 
Line 5. for any thing than, read any thing rather than. 
P. 44 L. 18. for divinum opem, read divinam opem ; 
for num in the ſame Line, read nam. L. 19. for Gubao- 
nitis Joſuum, read Gabaoniris Joſuam. Z. 20. for Iſra- 
elitus, read Iſraelitas. P. 60. L. 1 f. for Quid read Quod. 
P. 73. L. 16. for d ybesno read avipomv. 
In the Treatiſe concerning Charity, &'c. Page 59: 
Line 13. for d u read ag. P. 61. L. 13. for Of read as. 
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Advertiſement. 


Rationale upon ſome Texts of Scri- 
I pture, in Six Practical Diſcourſes, 
Printed in the Year 1701. In Octavo. 


The Prieſt's Complaint : Being a Diſ- 
courſe of the Heinous Sin of Tithe- 
ſtealing, and the evil Conſequences at- 


tending thereupon. Printed in the Year 


1703. In Quarto. 


Courage and Sincetity the main Proof 
of a Faithful Shepherd: A Sermon 
Preach'd at the Triennial Viſitation of 
Mr. Edward Toung, late Dean of Sarum, 
holden at Hungerford in the County of 


Berks, Printed in the Year 1704. In 
Quarto. 
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